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Our choice to use this title for the magazine has been nothing 
less than controversial. That we would choose to redefine the stereo- 
type that “bisexuals will fuck anything that moves” to suit our own 
purposes has created myriad reactions. Those critical of the title feel 
we are perpetuating the stereotype and damaging our image. Those in 
favor ot its use see it as a movement away from the stereotype, toward 
bisexual empowerment. 

We deliberately choose the radical approach. We are creating 
dialogue through controversy. We are challenging people to face their 
own external and internal biphobia. We are demanding attention, and 


are re-defining “anything that moves” on our own terms. 


WE WILL WRITE OR PRINT OR SAY 
ANYTHING THAT MOVES US BEYOND THE 
LIMITING STEREOTYPES THAT ARE 
DISPLACED ONTO US. 


This magazine was created by bisexuals and their friends. Al] 
proceeds are invested into its production and the bisexual community. 
AIM was created out of pride; out of necessity; out of anger. We are 
tired of being analyzed, defined and represented by people other than 
ourselves -— or worse yet, not considered at all. We are frustrated by 
the imposed isolation and invisibility that comes from being told or 
expected to choose either a homosexual or heterosexual identity. 

Bisexuality is a whole, fluid identiry. Do not assume that 
bisexuality is binary or duogamous in nature: that we have “two” sides 
or that we must be involved simultaneously with both genders to be 
fulfilled human beings, In fact, don't assume that there are only two 
genders. Do not mistake our fluidity for confusion, irresponsibility, or 
an inability to commit, Do not equate promiscuity, infidelity, or unsate 
sexual behavior with bisexuality. Those are human traits that cross af/ 
sexual orientations. Nothing should be assumed about anyone's 
sexuality — including your own. 

We are angered by those who refuse to accept Our existence: our 
issues, Our contributions; our alliances; our voice. It is time for the 
bisexual voice to be heard. Do not expect each magazine to be 
representative of all bisexuals, for our diversity is too vast. Do not 
expect a clear-cut definition of bisexuality to jump out from the pages. 
We bisexuals tend to define bisexuality in ways that are unique to our 
own individuality 

There are as many definitions ot bisexuality as there are bisexuals. 
Many of us choose not to label ourselves as anything at all, and find 
the word “bisexual” to be inadequate and too limiting. Do not assume 
that the opinions expressed are shared by all bisexuals, by those active- 
ly involved in the bisexual movement, or by the 47M staff. 

What you can expect is a magazine that, through its inclusive 
and diverse nature, creates movement away from external and internal 
limitations. This magazine is about ANYTHING THAT MOVES: 
that moves us to think; that moves us to fuck (or not): that moves us 


to teel; that moves us to believe in ourselves — 


To Do It For Ourselves! 
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> By know two things about the future, two things that-I can-say 





ae Be with absolute certainty; absolute. clarity, with no-doubt 


whatsoever in my:minds 2 ) 
The first thing is this: Never label anything as the “such-and- 
such” of the future. See, the problem with waiting for the future 
to arrive -is ‘that it always takes so long to get here. Like 
Christmas, for example. Or school vacation. Or your 21st 


- © birthday, Or this issue, 


Especially this issue. For a while, we were afraid it-would never 
get here. From cash flow problems back in December — 
the traditional ones that always plague volunteer-run 
non-profit organizations —~ to computer crashes that set us 
almost a month behind our (revised) schedule, it’s been, well, 
more of a labor of love than usual to bring this issue from our 
minds and our contributors’ words to your waiting hands, 


However, it’s here, and we're pretty damn proud of it, We've 


‘got a bunch of great writers’ with ideas, suggestions, and? 
demands about where we betweensthe-lines, straddling=the-. 


fae 


fence types ought to aim ourselves. We don't expect you 0. 


agree with them all as a matter of fact, we'll be happier. if-you 
_ don’t agree with some of thtm —~ that's the way discussi 
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. Start happening, and that’s the way we build a futiire-together: 


The second thing I know about the future is: It’s already here. 


Tre been a fan of science fiction since I was old enough to read: 


it, and I know all the staples of the rénre, from super-intelli- 
gent computers to clones to the melding of man and machine, 


it’s already here. Scientists recently announced that they could 
successfully transplant a person’s Lead — they can't graft the 
- Herves yet, but even so, it's more than I ever thought I'd see in 
- mny lifetime. Those wacky Scottish folks hve cloned not only 
- sheep, but pigs, and I really hope it won't be too long before 
we can see cloned pig organ replacements and other really 
useful advancements. (As opposed to simply using this tech- 
nology to xerox pigs, which is indeed nifty in itself but is really 
only the tip of the iceberg.) rn oe 2 : 


‘What does this have to do with the bi agenda? Everything. 
There is no more“sofieday,” no more “soon”. The future is 
now, We have:the ability to see true change in our lifetime, on 
a personaly local; national’arid global level. But we won't see it 
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‘G othe Millennium Match, or even the anti-March queer factions. 
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The future is a/ready happening, and we're letting other folks 
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and Lesbjin“Task Force have-already accomplished.:-We 
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wouldn't:be.néarly as close,to.s6me-of our goals without their 
hard work.and tireless'dedication. They're not the ones we're 
talking about. | 


Rather, we hope our feature focus will catalyze the rest of us, 
who have often let others do our thinking and planning for us, 
to figure out what we really want out of a bisexual movement, 
and how exactly we can get there from where we are. 


B 5 what literary catalysts do we have for you? First. off, 





ap journalist Keith Bowers tackles the buying of the queer 
“ community in “Out of the Closet, Into the Shopping 
Mall” — by supporting advertisers like Anheuser Busch, he 


asks, do we really help our cause, or are we just selling out? 


Next, in “Kid Sister Activism”, outspoken bi activist Wendy 










Cury-steps up to bat with a controversial proposition: Should 


the biseitual community stop working with the gay and lesbian 
community and focus more on lobbying for issues that are 
specifically important to us? 


In “Party Like It’s 1999”, Leah Piepzna-Samarasinha address- 
es how and why queers of color split off from the Queercore, 
Riot Grrl and other radical movements of the early nineties, 
and where they need to go'from here. |... 
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And on a community-wide level, Susie Bright shares her agen- 
da for sexual freedom with “Roll Your Own Erotic Manifesto”, 
an excerpt from her new book, Fud! Exposure. 


Perhaps our most controversial submission, Dan-E Boy’s 
“Declaration” argues in favor of outing as a means not only 
for political change, but also for providing role models, 
community support, and freedom through visibility. 


On a lighter side, pseudononymous Carmina Burrito presents 
“50 This Greek God Walks Into a Bar...” ~ sometimes 
catching up to the present is hard enough without worrying 
about the future. And finally, erotica author M. Christian 
offers up “Fully Accéssorized, Baby,” a hot, gender-bending 
piece of cyberpunk smut set in a future where technology has 
truly exceeded the limitations ‘of'mere flesh and bones. 


Welcome to the future. Let's create. it together. -- 

Linda Howard has two cats, two francées, two jobs, and tao little 
time on her hands. Besides bein ig editrix of this rag, she must do some- 
thing with ber life, but she can’t remember what it is right now. 
However, she knows it when she sees it, and she’s sure that she enjoys 
it when it happens. S ge me egy pee 


maa De ce hE Re rte at ua ae Pon . . 


rE OR oe ae aa manatee monntieee ante tates teense ce a: 





epee Fao ee es 





Breeton, so Uhtee RCT arta a peat ay ae perv wee NE Ea ce ier vo a Se soee eng ny LEN ee soeebigd tg face Seo ase aa be ] ns “ 
. 4 ne anne ™ Sear mt ie ee ee Ta bie Fa et ea Str a eae kd ao ey a pate hg waucactee ee eae ee i Y = hats ee . Diane eed yoke MP re “ Se * 
. gala tet Eun "We Ze a ogee sg . er Pan x Pian uae ee ken et a GE cee ate, wate Cha eae rr Per ese eee rh + re tes eae oF Pra poser a ate ie Bo oe 
a . —_ se oe . oe ” . me ae . . eye . S ~ eee . . Li Paar . a - ane ae . ” ae . . 7 
et “os a woe “0 . eS a! re Nae ee ry re) " ws a . Boba oO Bae Paps at ny atl ate a ata eee . ee a . 
na SOBRE DT an ele TESTI EUS Doe boat le ye ey Met ee Se tai Pee eRe a eg RE atl AHRENS Maes ey tues Te GGo aa 


= 
ae . ae 
enh he era . eae Pee 5 time Wi eMC aee, Bp eons rm a sapten ace ate poe Nau ge ee Sak ate ne ein wt 
Ben eee fer te ae Re es cin gO SS neat Sa Sauna: 7 i cn. ay f i SSCS ioe eee sri ee eeeaim giaccatae vehi ot get Pala naL awit Maia ead ema gaat ie debs cua wat pentane ayia thant ov eanaty 5 ace ens euat tna ‘3 y . nop UL A WEEE OVE BS, wed mY ts 
ee a etl aromatics a nels Seibel dase oor tni begat ndvnen ety tae ae ag ck ete a ES PGE Sh EE NN a 
me ae tea on OM EA OS ST BT SE, ES ne a ae ee i Lr reek eee CELL re Tenor Nise ere PP EET Ta cee "e . : tae Sadiq) TAD tk yy adie Pelee ere at 
Stn ce tn se scche tale Sau PTE > eee ahs ost ee zi 4 wrote ae et tid ‘ eR Ee vas st Tpit ge te oo SET tae RE Heat TRIS avec ee NOE ae ey MSS ER te SIAL eT Sach bo " Peete eect ot bore ie ce mori oni ce cid Tana anae eatarer 
. 


wea 
won bs 
Erinn 





i 


gis a ei Oe ae ; 7 , wf . 
ee a ee ‘s re Ae Cent) =. - > ; 
af 7 f hae sty ttt a eats Se asim at 
EE ai ttmlparartage 4 Sioa Soong, pa 


an 
> rh 


# 


wo 
ema ie 

a os 
Bad Es thee 





pees 
SN NL De 
se anata 
nS ae ae Ee at a ‘Ele be pre 








TIME FOR A PANSEXUAL FLAG 


What's bisexual about ‘a proposed flag of 


“three horizontal stripes: magenta, turquoise | 


and royal blue’? (4774 #203 Mainstream 
America gender-labels girl babies with pink 
or pale red, bays with pale blue, so strangers 
can more easily make unfounded predictions 
of beauty for infant femmes fatales, or {not 
and} athletic prowess for minuscule male 
Hulks. When baby pink and baby blue mix, 
or overlap, we get pale purple, called lavender 
~~ a truly gynandrous shade, So if bisexuals 
are allowed only three colors on their flag, 
these should be vertical stripes of baby pink, 
queer lavender and baby blue, Such a bisexual 
tri-color flag would be bi-scparatist, even /ess 
inclusive than the current version(s) of the 
Rainbow Flag — a bold step backward, 


Don't pansexuality and polyamory tend to 
imply multi-complicity, interdependence, uni- 
versality? Should Pan and Polly propose a rain- 
bow variant which would be sore inclusive? 


Imagine the six-striped rainbow flag, dis- 
played with red at the top (although its 
designer says it has no top nor bottom, no 
right nor left}. Above the red stripe, add a 
pink one, then a light brown stripe, and 
finally a stnpe of black, making nine stripes 
in all. The expanded rainbow would now 
include stylized (non-realistic) allusions to 
several skin colors ~~ pink for so-called white 
folks, yellow for East Asians, light brown for 
most of the human species, and black for 
persons of ‘African, Dravidian and 
Melanesian descent. Lastly, add a heart 
(color may vary) in the lower right corner. 
Various groups may choose different colors 
for the heart — green for ecology, black for 
anarchy, grey for elders, etc. ‘This more inclu- 
sive banner would be called The Love Flag. 
Through it, queer communities would invite 
support from all humans who favor love over 
hate, freedom over tyranny, and ecology over 
destruction of our Mother Earth. 


Patrick Brown, Berkeley 
Tortuga Bi Liberty, San Francisco 





I'm swith ‘a ‘group ‘ealled ‘the ‘Acce ptarice 0 os 
Coalition, or the AX'CO: We are.a'group 23306. 


ISSu@ #214 2000 ~ 
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of gay, bi, les, trans, questioning and 
straight teens working for an equal environ- 
ment for our school, We, the bis in our 


group, wanted to say that we love ‘the map- ° 
azine and would like to know if anything is ° 


going on where we live. Thanks much! 


Adelle Star 
Syracuse, NY 
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“ZOOPHILES”? WHAT THE ..? 


I am somewhat repulsed by a letter to the 
editor in issue #17 concerning ‘zoophiles,’ 
Great, yet another “phile’, ‘ity’, and ‘-ism’ 
for the sexually confused. Actually, it’s a 
tather fascinating concept while at the same 
time very perverse: relationships with hors- 
es... outrageous! What next? Vegetables? 
What is Anything That Moves’ position on 


the concept of zoophiles? I am only consid-. _ | . ee wee 
~. Thave to tell you that as an editorial staff of 


tring it a concept at this point. I don’t buy 


it. It would be interesting to ask him/her why 


s/he thinks the way s/he does. If you know, 

enlighten me. Humour me, What I would © 

ask: Are you happy? Are-you enjoying this * 

type of relationship? Is ita sexual! relation- au 
ship? Besides dnyshing Thar Moves, do you.” to’publish. 
keep it-to yourself? Is it shameful? Let me“ See | * veut, : 
Tim wondering... Why is it that Kathryn Page 
mentioned that she had read my article and 
os ‘seen my ‘zine, but did not mention myname = = 
Poe oe oad ous. OF the name of my ‘zine? Its odd, Al of my..." 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


Dear Editrix, 


Hello from the great. Northwest. My name 
is Jayson Barsic and I publish/edit and write 
a bit for a ‘zine called Witlyboy. The ‘zine is 
about transsexual/transgender issues. A 
friend of mine just alerted me to the fact 
that Kathryn Page alluded:to one of my 
articles in Issue #20 of Anything That 
Moves. I have the article (“In Rembrance of 
the: Dead”) sitting here in front of me as I 
write-to you. It’s weird..I kind of feel 
speechless (countless friends of mine wil} 
you, this is an unusual condition for 


In Issue #6 of Willydoy, I wrote a rather 
impassioned and angry article criticizing Jan 
Steckel’s “I Just Do This to Impress Gay 
Men” and criticizing ATM for publishing 
it. | am impressed and totally relieved to see 
the adinission that you all let some trans- 
Phobia pass you by and that you were will- 
ing to take a look at what I had to say. 
Often times. when someone responds to 
oppression avith anger (like I did), the 
oppressors only get defensive and strike 
back again, this time harder. I'm glad to see 
that ATM didn’t do that. There was so 
much transphobia in Steckel’s article that I 
truly did not believe ATM would publish a 
letter opposing her. 1 just couldn’t see how 


.. that slipped by all of you, Thank god that 


Max had the intestinal fortitude to talk to 
Kathryn Page “without rancor”, as she puts 
it. | do not always possess that skill when I 
am feeling trampled by transphobia. I-tend 
to rant and rave. Guess that’s why I publish 
a‘zine, » & © oe? oo oe? 


one, I can totally relate to having the stnig- 
gle between censorship of -an ‘author's 
thoughts vs. providing an open forum. I 
know that I have also made mistakes inthe 


“past with what I have or have not decided 
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‘AbouttheCoverfirtst = 
, New Yorkebased artist Michiko Stehrenberger 
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Perfect Girls for-an imperfect World’ 


MMicinko's animated shortefidm for BrmBiome” is currently starting 
production uath an indie team of Oscareunnning animators and technical 
directors fromhckeladeon and Blue Sky Studios. Ona shoeestring budget 
(half a shoeestring, actually!) our creative teams seeking volunteers 
and sponsors for cur project m the areas of publicity, distribution. 
inerchandising and marketing. 2 


To sponsor us or volunteer your marketmg and PR 
Savuy. or for further info on our project, please 
contact our praducer finn Marie Somat, 
annemarieemctnke.com he ow 


andfeelfreete check out theBimBiome ~~. ©. fe 
section online at www .michite.com hae? 





_? hascreated character designs far MMTV. CocasCola, Steve 
Madden shoes, Burton Snowboards, Sony Playstation, and 
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» Letters (from p.3) a 


* contact information was in-the 
‘inside cover of that "zine and 


both Gwen Smith and Max 
know me personally, so it’s not 
Itke 'm unreachable. I'm not 
trying to grab the spotlight here 
(oh okay, maybe I'm a bit of a 
startucker,..), but it was really 
edd to read about myself as 
“someone who is also FEM” 
when Kathryn most assuredly 
had access to my name on that 
article and also to me. Feels like 
a strange kind of erasure. J don’t 
know about you, but my heart 
and soul goes into every single 
word that I write and publish. 
I certainly don’t do it for the 
glamour and adoration, Nor the 
riches. Ha! F would at least like 
to be credited for my own wnit- 
ing. So while we are remember- 
ing our dead (which is totally 
worthwhile, I might add!), how 


about at least naming the living? 


All my best, 
Jayson Barsic 
Seattle, WA 98146 





Too “Facey” For 
ABERCROMBIE & 
FYrcH? 


In December, I saw the 
word “fagry” used on the 
Abercrombie & Fitch Web site. 
The context was an interview 
with “Jos Model Dude” about 
some hot new car. Dude loved 
the car, but dissed what. he 
called “farey BMWs.” The 
same article also appeared in the 
A&F winter quarterly. 


The use of “faggy” by a less- 
than-evolved ‘straight boy is, 


sadly, all too common. But it 


was unconscionable for A&F to 





- tellers are, af course, 
Tt fell anyhoi 










print this idior’s hurtful, gratu-°- 
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_ Unless you tellus not to, we wit print your name, Aliases ar anonymous 
feder fespected, bot please send us your real name, and 


itous remark. How many peo- 


ple at A&F had to sign off on 
this stur and deem it okay for 
publication? Remember, this is 
the company that uses half- 
naked, pouting boys in all of its 
marketing — to lure... whom, 
exactly? 


The three letters I wrote to 
A&F teceived no reply. J 
finally emailed GLAAD, who 
sent a generic response and has 
not publicly reported the 
offense. When GLAAD 
Wants to renew your member- 
ship, let them know about the 
A&I! incident and that you 
will not be renewing. When 
the new A&F quarterly arrives 
in the mail, or when you're 
thinking about heading to the 
A&F Web site or store, ask 
yourself, “Should I give them 
my ‘faggy’ money?” I encour- 
age every reader to contact 
A&F and GLAAD about this 
shameful episode, 


Robert Bass 
San Francisco, CA 





INTERCRURAL, 
REVISITED 


In the summer issue (#20)’s 
advice column, someone asked 
about intercrural sex, and Aunt 
Andrea commented that it 
should have a much shorter 
name. Well, it does: “frottage”, 
Frottage is also sometimes 
used to describe rubbing one’s 
genitalia against other Parts of 
the body (stomach, buttocks) 
in order to get sexual pleasure, 


| Regards, 
‘Mike 
via cyberspace 
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- The Buying of Queer Culture 


By Keith Bowers 


Bh orporate America is finally courting queers. Gay men and 
q ,, lesbians, at least, are. getting more economic recognition. 
“” Bud Light now buys ads in gay glossies. Hollywood makes 
queer-theme movies, But does this reflect a victory in the rev- 
olution, or is big business invading queer culture and killing its 





daring sensibility? Should we take to the streets and celebrate, 


or run for cover and regroup? 


Let's start in San Francisco. In recent years 
commercial conformity has overtaken the 
Castro district, the so-called epicenter of 
gay America. Most everything has been 
paved with sameness. I suppose the Castro 
is -more vocal about its gayness in some 
ways, but it's much less shocking and flam- 
boyant than it was when J lived there 

in the late 1980s. High-end 
restaurants and pricey spe- 
cialty shops have replaced 
most of the casual diners 
and “neighborhood bars. 
Tom Selleck clones, cigar- 
chomping bears and high- 
fashion pansies have replaced 
the edgy and extravagant 
types who once had the nin 

of the land. With so much 
new money pouring into this gay ghetto, I have-to wonder: 
Are corporations buying queer culture out from under us? | 


You bet they are. 


illass marketers invade 


Here i in Sexual Mecca, proof of queer assimilation is every- 


where. “Just take a walk in the Cash-Flow — er, Castro — or 
pick up a queer glossy. In the September 1999 Out, a Kenneth 
Cole ad confesses Madison Avenue’s plot: “You can change an 
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outfit, you can outfit change, or both.” Translation: These 
shoes are part of the official gay male uniform. In the 


september 1999 Curve, a Bud Light ad says; “Be yourself and. 


make it a Bud Light.” Hmm. Real lesbians drink cheap beer? 
It’s a stretch, but Bud's going for it. 


All this might be “out and proud,” but 
it also herds queer culture toward the 
“economic mainstream and waters down 
once-radical identities. Want proof? 
Peruse the ads in a gay or lesbian glossy 
— bisexuals don’t exist in this world — 
and then scan a mainstream mag ‘like 


celebrity gossip rather 

than useful news 

about ‘furthering 

“queer rights. (The 

Advocate is ‘a possible 

exception.) Most 

advertisers in these 

_ gay mags employ 

Vv the same fear and 

self-loathing tactics 

_ they use in straight markets, 

High-end models promote this brand of trousers or that gay 

resort, and the only way queer readers can appease the creep- 
ing insecurity is to buy. 


DAPHNE PHILLIPS 


When all’s said and done, ‘you can’t hope to escape the infla- - 


ence of merchandising and marketing today. As society moves 
faster and we're overwhelmed by information, it’s tempting to 


adopt a packaged identity through clothes and products that 
bear names, slogans or symbols. This idea isn’t lost-on the | gay 

community. Did you recently. come out of the closet?,Great... 
_ Then go ie some ee stickers to ‘prove it -~and | 


See “Shopping Malt” :(p.6). 


Esquire or People. You can hardly tell the, 
difference. Even the stories in today’ i 
queer mags resemble Peop/e’s | 
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assimilated into the mainstream, its $ personality and political 


eae ; clout washed ae 


. nse you'r reat it, _ some ninhow- ag caps, 5, T-shies key Po 
| hee wind socks and turkey basters. ‘ | . | 


‘Hey, ale Im gucer Well, yes, but you've also bought into a 


marketing scheme and fanned the panies: of comtOumity, 


samc. 


One queer. indivisible 


Here you might ask: What's the problem? Such icons help 
queers live out in the open. 


Okay, that minche is true. But these | cultural icons 
reinforce a single queerness — or should I say, gayness — 
a model that excludes certain populations. Take me, for 
example: I’m bisexual, I habitually flirt with boys in any setting, 
and I've always felt at home among deviants. But I'd never buy 
a rainbow flag. The symbol doesn’tfit me. And I’m not about 
to change how J live to fit the mold. Problem js, a lot of folks 
are willing to change for a sense of belonging and a little more 


ile ares what identity politics is all about.” 


] big companies court this market without fear 


cycle continues, queer identity is dumbed 
down to a single.type: happy, wealthy, urban 


fags and. dykes with rainbow. flags stuck to everything they’ -- 
own. Many of these buyers unquestioningly: support all things — 
~ gay and lesbian, Big business loves blind devotion like this, 
‘because it virtually guarantees that queers will buy “queer” 
products. Out of the closet, into the angnpiag mall, 


This illustrates a shift in values. ‘As the queer mainstream gets ~ 
more safe and complacent, the next generation is in danger of 
following Kenneth Cole and Anheuser-Busch rather than 


political activism. Prosperity breeds apathy, and the shared 


‘sense of oppression becomes secondary. Activism declines, 
companies: make money, and queers maintain a clear con- 
_ science. But while drinking from the mainstream watering 
"trough, the movement will lose all association with revolution. 
of counterculture, Eventually, i it will no pnb be able to buck | 
, the trend, because it will de the trend. 3 at oe 


we in The Rise and Fall of Gay Culture Ballantine BOEKE. 1997), 
= Daniel Harris writes that sexual minorities shouldn’t think they 
ae ean’ “use” Madison Av enue to gain acceptance and further their 
22 cause, In the end, he's says, big business will: use queerness to ~ 
~ make'm more: Emon and the "ga gay aay will be diluted and 


Mass production thus helps a ae a seem -” 


Ee ing contradiction; mainstream gay. As more PY se Celebration, Bitching about bie business is pretty common 


-.-{and easy) in Northern California, but I have to agree with 
the. complainers on this one. The 1999 pride day was so 
“awash in big money that it looked more like the Super Bowl 
than a queerfest. 


i ~~ of conservative backtash; more-queers jump a 
on the bandwagon. The bigger the band- -~ 


wagon, the more companies follow. As the 


Ene: queer mainstream vated the seraiie one In another, 


more dangerous way. As Oz comes to look more like Kansas, 


radical (and often politically active) elements are forced to 
_” the'fringes. A good example of this is:the leather-BDSM 


Hey, world, r id ifferent! Well, perhaps, Bid you’ epealen se | community. At a conference in San Francisco ‘last April, 


veteran leatherman Guy Baldwin confirmed that leatherfolk 
have long been the “dirty little secret” of mainstream gay and 
lesbian communities. In the eyes of many gay people with 
social and political influence, the more unorthodox factions 
tisk embarrassing the movement and undoing existing social 
acceptance. This undoubtedly applies to cross-dressers and 
transsexuals, as well as queers who work in the sex industry — 
not to mention those who are polyamorous or sluts by chotce. 

And certainly it also applies to open, vocal bisexuals. 


We threaten the foundation of the gay mainstream's power by. 


suggesting that sexual orientation can involve some degree of 
choice, that transgression can be embraced, that we're not all 
“just like everyone else.” 


~ Hiyaching pride day 


- ‘People have complained recently about too much corporate 
involvement in the San Francisco Pride Parade - and 


‘My problem with this? Ownership. Who owns pride day? 


. dt should be the fags, dykes, bis, trannies, S/M folks, friends, 


parents, siblings, curious onlookers, and whoever else wants to 
attend and cheer. But last year, it seemed that a team of 


~ marketing strategists — with no concept of queer identity oe 


owned pride day. They controlled the promotional magazines, 


-the.vending booths, the food, the signs, many of the floats, the 


bands on stage, and so on. The next day, 1 pictured all these 

7 marketing geniuses going back 

to their cell phones and laptops 

and finding another “worthy 
cause” to make lots of dough. 


1 know it wasn’t always this 
way. J attended three SF pride 
parades from 1987 to 1990. 
Back then, in-the darker days 





- of ite AIDS crisis, the. event reflected a: subculture ripped 
~ apart, Every stage. of grieving was there — -anger,, Sadness, 
. acceptance, even some denial. Outlining: this gigantic memo- 

~ tial procession were flashy: drag’ queéns and the infarnous 


__ Dykes on Bikes, People: shot vitriol toward the Reagan. and 
~ Bush: administrations at every: turn, ‘There ‘was. More nudity. 
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“Shopping Mall” (from p.7) 


accepted queers will be those resernbling monogamous straight 
people. All others will still face hatred and discrimination. 


Be part of the solution 


So how can we stop corporate pirates from taking the helm of 
our ship? How might we bisexuals save our own ranks from 


this peril? 
In short, we have to think for ourselves. We can't become 


cocky and disoriented from big money’s attention, or we'll just 
be the latest deer in Hollywood's headlights. 


Starting with economics, we need to distinguish between legit- 
imate queer commerce and intrusive big business. In other 
words, support those who need supporting on the local level, 
but eye corporate intrusion with skepticism. 


Example: Let's say some bi friends are opening a coffee house. 
Bisexuality isn’t the focus of the business, per se, but the 
proprietors are open about their identities and aim to create a 
bi-friendly space. Should you support them? Hell yes. Pour all 
you can into such an effort, Walk 10 minutes out of your way 
to buy coffee there instead of Starbucks. Teil your friends about 
it. Spend time there on weekends. 


Now let’s say that on the same block, Bud Light posts a 
billboard with the nation’s first openly bisexual ad. On it, two 
men and a woman all hold hands and look at each other 
seductively, (I can see it now: “Be both of your selves, and have 
two Bud Lights.”) What do you do? Get all giddy, click your 
heels, and stock your fridge with the new bi beer? Stop every 
person you see and declare “We have arrived”? Of course not. 
Anheuser-Busch isn’t bisexual. Ir’s a 
company, making money, It has no 
interest in our rights, Think for your- 
self. Unless you like the product, don’t 
buy it. 


Such large-scale attention might feel 
good, but it doesn’t equal social acceptance or legal justice. 
Bisexuals jumping for joy over a queer billboard is just as 
absurd as Latinos celebrating because liquor companies use 
pictures of Hispanic men in store advertisements in East 
Oakland. From this perspective, you can see that “economic 
respect” really isn’t that different from exploitation. In each 
case, outside companies use culturally specific themes to sell 
products to people within that culture. The bottom line? Just 
because something looks queer — or even if it is queer — it 


isn't automatically goad. 


How else can we keep our identities intact? First and foremost, 
stay vocal and visible. Show the world what a bisexual is. If 
you're polyamorous, post pictures of your boyfriend and your 


girlfriend at work. Strategically place copies of Bisexual Politics: 
Theories, Queries and Visions on your coffee table. If someone 
asks about one of these items, tell them. When you see 
biphobic comments in the news media, send messages to the 
reporters or editors explaining how you feel. Send them some 
Web addresses so they can learn more about us. Email your bi 
fnends and ask them to do the same. 


Attend a bisexual discussion group, or start one yourself. Join 
a larger group such as BiNet and communicate with other 
bisexuals across the country. If you have Internet access, search 
for bi Web sites and contact their own- 
ers. If you have the equipment, build a 
Web site of your own. Start a bi book 
club at a science fiction bookstore. 
Volunteer at a queer community cen- 
ter and work to form bisexual space. 
Maybe some already exists, and you 
just need to find it. 





Such interaction will keep us connected, keep us thinking — 
keep us active — so we don’t fall into the trance of loyal con- 
sumerism in safe queer enclaves and forget the rest of the 
world. I know we can’t all be 24-hour activists and watchdogs, 
but each of us needs to help build community in some way, 
however small, Like it or not, we are who we are, and I believe 
we are all obligated to do something. That's why I started writ- 
ing and reporting again after a four-year hiatus — so I could 
write commentaries like this one and help bring more bisexu- 
als into the mix. 


Consider the perils of apathy 


* While we were congratulating ourselves on having “arrived,” 
Mormon and Catholic congregations gave tens of thousands 
of doliars to supporters of the Knight Initiative, which will 
outlaw same~sex marriage in California. 


« While we're dancing in our new Kenneth Cole shoes, a group 
of right-wing Christian hate-mongers called the Oregon 
Citizens Alliance is walking through towns in the Pacific 
Northwest gathering support for local ordinances that 
discriminate against sexual minorities... and they're winning. 


* While we're sleeping off our latest Bud Light hangovers, 
a racist group in Idaho called the Church of Jesus Christ 
Christian is teaching six-year-olds to hate African 
Americans, Jews and queers. 


We have work to do. Let’s not Jet big money throw us off course. 


Keith Bowers works in the mainstream press for a living, but he writes 
and reports an naughty things for fun. He can be reached at 
cyclops@dnai.com. 
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The Golden Land 


The state uncoils another grey 
Anything but free, for all, way 

Snakes the concrete miles 

Through fields once grass and flowers 
Better count the poppies now, 
Remember those blue skies, 


But wow! see those Big Mac towers 
A promise fair of shakes for all 
Giant Burgers, Golden Fries 

Where the poppies shone in the sun 
Big Mac now feeds everyone. 


Golden Chablis 


Wonder Bread 


Olive og Colossal 


to be had 


Super Market 
RY, why the tears 
The Martian says 


micr spacial innocence. 


Young Lovers 


I see me in your loving eyes 
Hunger feeds each other s wiles 
One's hurt assures the other's cries 
(Narcissus, reemerging, smiles) 


It Is Not Only 
At Drowning Time 


It is not only at drowning time 
But at times of teeth brushing, post loving 


And , of course, waiting for water boil — 


— /t's hard not to review it all. 


Poet Betty Ferguson says she stopped counting after she passed 90 years old, so you'll just have to guess her 
age from there. She is a prolific painter, sculptor, and writer, a former thespian, an all-around free spirit, 
and a great great grandmother with a penchant for martinis and surrealist parlour games. 
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Sucking up'l to thes gay tonimuniy Bie me. 7 personally + shank to -s 
anyone’ sidekick. fi m ‘400 9 independent to sit around pany for somebody to 
toss me crumbs. an 6 | - 


The more bisexuals Ii meet sfoundh the country, thes more clear |. 
it becomes that the average person’s‘needs aren’t completely : 


met with the “me too” politics of the GLBT movement. Last 
October I attended the. first Texas Bisexual Conference in 
Flouston. No one asked about the right to adopt, to be out 
in the military, or to marry same-gender partners. They asked 
about specifically bisexual concerns. They asked how to find 
a space where they fit in, where to find others like them- 
selves, or how to find someone who will date a married 
woman. They wanted to know where to find bisexual bars, 
bi magazines, bi books, and bi videos. 


Bisexuals are not “semi-gay.” Sometimes we don’t fit in the 
gay and lesbian movement, In fact, some of us don’t identify 
with queerness at all, 





RLD IS ROT LAT 


% ote the book Flatland, Edwin Abbott describes a two-dimen- 
~ -“<sional world inhabited by triangles, squares, lines and other 


shapes. Because these creatures live in two-dimensional space, 
they can see themselves only as dines, single facets of their 
shapes. 


Prejudices result from this limited view: Women are repre- 
sented as lines, and are not trusted because lines are sometimes 
invisible in two dimensions. Differences are feared: Because 
all sides cannot be seen at once, beings cannot categorize peers 
unless they are equilateral, with all angles on the given shape 
the same. The rulers deal with this via the corporal 
punishment of non-traditional shapes. 


One day, a being discovers the three-dimensional world. 
Afterward his point of view, thought processes, and vocabu- 


lary change. He is able to understand concepts in ways 


others cannot, but in order to exist in the two-dimensional 


write: He must censor what he says to others.’ ne cannot : share 
his thoughts or ideas for fear of retaliation. His “peers don't 


_ have the frame of reference, so they can’t understand.'It is not 


until he connects with others who “get it” that: ne can. in really 
explore his theories and views. 


My point? Bisexuality is a third dimension, outside of mono- 
sexuality. Until we bisexuals talk to each other we can’t fully 
understand ourselves. We have bi-specific questions and 
issues that aren’t discussed enough in mixed-queer space. 
Does gender matter when you look for a partner? Can we 
embrace contradictions such as “femmy butch?” What traits 
turn people on across the gender continuum? Does your ideal 
mate's gender change over time? Can we be satisfied in 
monogamous relationships? 


Gay activism came of age before bisexual activism. Bisexuals 
may have been there from the beginning, but it’s hard for us 
to see that because the early battles were waged under the name 
of gay rights — at the time, the term “gay” included bisexuals, 
The first bars were gay bars. The first magazines, gay maga- 
zines, The first pride marches, gay pride. Bisexuals realized 
that we had our own issues, and we needed recognition and a 
separate identity. 


Unfortunately, our identity has never evolved into a solid 
entity. Until we establish our community, we won’t once and 
for all shake the invisibility that plagues us. Until we build an 
independent movement, we won't have a home, so to speak. If 
we spend all our time adapting to gay space, we limit ourselves 
individually and as a group. 


With the exception of certain cities like San Francisco, 
bisexual activism by and large is still in its infancy. As a result, 
it sometimes acts like the kid sister of its older siblings, the 
gay movement and leftist 1970s activism. With the new 
millennium here, though, bi activists are starting to question 
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their roles. And like the kid sister whose older sibling goes off 
to college, we need to step out of the shadows and form our 
own identity and movement. 


What if we don't? 


* We can't realize our potential and become who we are meant 
to be. 


* We won't educate the rest of the planet about our “third” 
dimension. Our perspective is different than any other. It's 
valuable, and unattainable by monosexuals. If we continue 
molding ourselves into the space of others, we do them a dis- 
service. We are not letting them learn from us. 


* We'll remain disconnected as a community. Our voices sup- 
port causes where bisexuality is a peripheral concern, where 
the people we talk to the most might not even be bisexual. 
Only when we unite around bi-specific issues will this change. 


* We won't be able to take advantage of opportunities given to 
us. For example, at NGLTF's Creating Change conference 
in Oakland, there were few bisexual plenary speakers. 
When I complained, a bisexual leader told me that NGLTF 
repeatedly asked for a bi speaker; they were told by our 
people that we had no one qualified to speak to a crowd of 
3,000 queer activists. 


It’s time for us to step back and find our voices. The bi 
community should focus on discovering its own identity — on 
creating resources, culture, and space for ourselves. Clearly, 
some of this is already happening. BiNet Los Angeles recently 
held the BAFFLED anti-conference, which focused on creat- 
ing bisexual culture. www.BiCafe.com provides members with 
a 24-hour-a-day bi space on the Internet. The Bi Resource 
Center in Massachusetts records bisexual history. These efforts 
are just a start. 
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LET ® GET VIGMLE 


Unless we can see each other, we won't be able to find each 
other. Short of tattooing bi symbols on our foreheads, how 
do we do this? In my case, I fly a bi pride flag from my home, 
and I have bi stuff throughout my office. I’ve also started a 
local bi discussion group by posting numerous ads inviting 
bisexuals to my house once a week. This resulted in more 
than four dozen inquiries — not bad for my tiny city. 


Anyone can do this. It doesn’t cost much. If you can’t afford 
ads, you can post flyers or find a free advertising space on the 
World Wide Web. Sending these signals not only helps 
people find you, but it also gets the word out that bisexuals 
are in your community. 


You can also volunteer with a bisexual group — | guarantee 
that any nonprofit organization can use all kinds of help. My 
group, BiNetUSA, has numerous tasks for interested volun- 
teers and budding activists. We routinely assign things to 
people based on their interests and skills. 


You might also help organize social activities. Obviously, not 
many of us can afford to open a bisexual nightclub, but might 
you persuade your local gay or progressive club to host a bi 
night? Once a week? Once a month? Can you rent a hall for 
a night or an afternoon? Open your home to a pot luck? 


Moving from local to global, the Internet offers a huge 
resource. This information superhighway lets us communi- 
cate with people around the world in real time at low cost. 
Anyone who understands how to use a search engine can 
find like-minded people. ‘Thus, the Internet has amazing 
potential to help build a global bi community. 


See “Kid Sister” (p.42) 
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“Kid Sister” (from p.11) 

OneList (www.onelist.com) provides the means to create 
topic-specific mailing lists for free. If you can’t find a regional 
or interest-specific bi group, you can start one of your own. 
People with similar interests are bound to come across your 
list eventually. 


Web pages are free. Many ISPs provide 
free Web space to their subscribers; 
www. bisexual.org and bi.org provide free Web 
space to not-for-profit bisexual groups; and 
sites like www.geocities.com provide free Web 
pages to anyone. We could flood the Internet 
with bisexual Web sites. When people type 
“bisexual” into a search engine, they could find 
a wealth of diverse information from real, 
live bisexuals, 


Publishing is another way to increase bi 
visibility. The Haworth Press of Binghamton, 
New York (www.haworthpressinc.com), prints 
bisexual books. Haworth recently named Fritz 
Klein, author of The Bisexua/ Option, as its bi 
book editor. If you've got what it takes to write 
a book or assemble an anthology of bisexual 
fiction or essays, get writing and contact 
Haworth. 


each other, we'll] Improve 


If enough of us lean on Web-based businesses, 
we can have others increase bi visibility for us. 
E-commerce sites are in it for the money. 
Most are willing to accommodate any group — if they see dol- 
lar signs behind it. As activists, we can target certain sites and 
flood them with requests. Eventually, if our numbers are con- 
sistent and large enough, they will have to listen. 


In order to increase our impact, we should pick a few specific 
targets, Starting points for me would be large online movie 
sellers like TLA Video and www.Reel.com. TLA has a bisex- 
ual category within its gay/lesbian section, but many titles seem 
misplaced. The Hunger, for example — a movie with clear 
bisexual themes — is filed under lesbian classics. High Art, on 
the other hand — described in TLA’s own review as “one of 
the best lesbian films of the 1990s” — is filed under bisexual. 
These are serious missteps for an outfit that claims to be “the 
online authority on gay and lesbian films.” Similarly, 
www.Reel.com, one of the most prominent sites to buy 
videos on the Net, has a gay/lesbian category but no bisexual. 
Henry and June — another movie with bi written all over it — 
is one of its top gay/lesbian picks. 


Ways you can target e-commerce sites: 


* Order your books, videos, music through the Bi Resource 
Center (www.biresource.org). The participating companies 
give a percentage fee to this nonprofit group. When they 





If we start putting our- 


selves first, we will begin 
to develop a community 
that allows each of us to 
grow. As we learn from 


the way we educate others. 





write that check, it is obvious that those purchases were from 
people interested in bisexuality. 


* Support our own e-commerce sites. www.bi-gear.com, 
www.bicafe.com, and www.amazonink.com all sell bisexual 
merchandise. As they grow, others will start selling bi-spe- 

cific merchandise. 


* Request cards for Celebrate Bisexuality Day 
(September 23) at all e-card sites. If sites 
can offer e-cards for Mother-in-Law’s Day 
and Boss's Day, then they can offer cards 
for our holiday. 


* Thank companies who list bisexuality as 
a Category — with your business and with 
email. I’LA Video has a bisexual section 
in its gay/lesbian catalogue, under 
“genre”. Amazon.com has categories of 
bisexual women, bisexual erotica, and 
bisexual fiction, all subclasses under 
“gay/lesbian”. Lycos.com and Yahoo.com 
search engines list bisexuals as their own 
category, under “gay, lesbian and bisexu- 
al” — at least in some mainstream circles, 
we aren't a subclass. 


* Ask e-commerce sites to improve the place- 
ment of our categories. Tell them that a 
bisexual section directly under nonfiction 
would encourage you to purchase more. 
When you order from Amazon.com, send 

them a note asking them to create a bisexual suggestions 

email, or to spotlight a bisexual book on the main page. 


We can also increase our visibility in little ways: 


* Invest in a rubber stamp that says “bisexual bucks” or 
something similar, then mark your money, and let people 
know a bisexual circulated it. 


* Stop asking where the gay and lesbian section in your book- 
store is. Start asking for the bisexual section. 


If we start putting ourselves first, we will begin to develop a 
community that allows each of us to grow. As we learn from 
each other, we'll improve the way we educate others. We'll 
discover the professional speakers amongst our ranks and be 
ready the next time NGLTF asks. 


Most important, we'll find our own identity — apart from 
our big brothers and sisters. 


Wendy Curry isa 15 -year veteran of the bi inclusion wars. She is 
counting down the days to the second annual Celebrate Bisexuality 
Day on Sept. 23, 2000. 
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= Toward a new national discussion of sexual orientation. 





If you really love someone, you'll tell them the truth. 


The Christian Coalition, Family Research Council, Concerned Women 
for America, and the American Family Association (partial list) used this 
slogan in recently published anti-gay ads claiming to have cured homo- 
sexuals of their behavior. The ensuing debates on morality, genetics or 
unlearning behavior all miss an important point — we have the right to 
love whomever we choose. The truth is, human sexuality is far more rich 
and multifaceted than we're taught to believe, The truth is that neither 
science, nor politics, nor religion can yet define the genesis of sexual ori- 
entation. Most likely each of us is a complex mix of nature and nurture. 


The truth is, many people are bisexual. . 


Bisexual people have the capacity for emotional, romantic, loving and/or 
physical attraction to more than one gender. Some of these so-called ex- 
gays are undoubtedly bisexual. Bisexuals can choose to be open to the 
full range of possibilities, but our bisexuality is the potential, not the 
requirement, for involvement with more than one gender. Some bisexual 
people choose to be in committed monogamous relationships; some 
choose other forms of relationships and commitments. Heterosexual and 
homosexual people also make these choices. 


Bisexuals come from all cultures, all religious and spiritual beliefs, all 
sizes and abilities, all social strata and walks of life. Some of us are just 
like you. Some of us are nothing like you. But we are bound together by 
one important factor: we believe in the freedom to love whom we choose. 


The truth is, love is about honor and respect for yourself and others. 


The truth is, these ads sow hatred and intolerance. These organizations are 
seeking to define sexuality, gender, and family solely in their own image. 
{i is an offense to the human spirit for any group to impose their beliefs as 
the one true way and to tell people to reject and hate themselves and each 
other because they do not fit a certain mold. That is not love. 


Love, between people who care for each other regardless of the genders 
involved, is an important family value that strengthens our society and 
enriches all our lives. Love is an essential part of life and a celebration 
of the human spirit. The truth is that the families we create, in whatever 
form, are precious and entitled to respect and to equal protection under 
the law. 


The truth is, love makes a family. 


As human beings we are born with the nght and ability to love, to change 
and to choose as we grow. We must all have the option to choose to get 
married or not. We must all have the right to have and to raise children or 
not. All our relationships and families must be equally valued. We must 
have the nght to walk down the street holding hands without the threat of 
violence. We must have the right to live, to work and love without fear of 
discrimination of any sort. We must have the right to make our own moral 
and ethical decisions based on our own personal integrity. 


THE TRUTH IS, ALL OF US — 
BISEXUAL, LESBIAN, GAY, TRANSGENDER, HETEROSEXUAL — 
DESERVE THE RIGHT TO LOVE WHOM WE CHOOSE. 


In the public interest, this message has been sponsored by the following organizations (partial list), representing the views of millions of Americans. 


Anything That Moves magazine Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund 
www. anythingthatmoves.com victoryf@ aol.com 
BiNetUSA Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Veterans of 
www .binetusa.org 
| America, Inc. 
Bisexual Resource Center a } 
www.glbva.org 
www. biresource.org | 
Children of Lesbians & Gays Everywher Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network 
(415) 861-5437 Www. gisen.org 
FTM International Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation 


isigmen @ best.com www.glaad.org 


issue #21 2000 


www.,isna.org 

LLEGO: The Nat'l Latina/o Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual & Transgender Organization 
AquiLGBT@LLEGO.ORG 


GenderPAC Nat'l Black Lesbian & Gay Leadership Forum 
www.Gpac.org NBLGLF@aol.com 
International Gay & Lesbian Nat! Center for Lesbian Rights 
Human Rights Commission POO NCI AES Oty 
www.iglhre.org Nat'l Gay & Lesbian Task Force 
intersexed Society of North America past 

| Nat'l Youth Advocacy Coalition 


NYOUTHAC @aol.com 


Parents, Families & Friends of 
Lesbians & Gays 
(202) 638-4200 
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by Dan-E Boy 

SHOULDN’T WE OUT THEM 
THOSE LYING BASTARDS IN THEIR POSH MANSIONS, 
LIVING THEIR SECRET LIES, 
ATTENDING THEIR GALAS AND PRETENTIOUS, SHALLOW PARTIES, 
WHILE WE IN THE TRENCHES are 
PUTTING OUR LIVES ON THE LINE, 
WHILE QUEER CHILDREN ARE DYING 
BECAUSE NO ONE WILL SHOW THEM ANY OTHER WAY? 
WHY should we continue while others silently 
to fill their POCKETS grow fat off our LABORS, 
and PAY their debts and while we are BETRAYED 
while A/DS organizations FALL and disowned 
apart for lack of funding? by those who once USED US 

for their own GAIN. 
WE are not silent. 
We are not BLIND. WE have CONFRONTED the closet 
We are ENRAGED. and have seen its (=aaVanGu aa 
We are PISSED. | | 
We are SICK and tired of being We are the STRONG 
STEPPED ON, BEAT ON, who not only broke FREE, 

and eI tes but are smashing DOWN the walls 





created of LIES and repression. 
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and seen the IGNORANCE and fear 
“in our-own “community.” 
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. our children are consumed by pain, 
we will inflict that SAME pain 
on those who PROTECT it. 





WE REFUSE to indulge 
ourselves in the _ 
FASHION and glamour THIS is not a FASHION statement. 


in the media that Fashion is another means 
perpetuate the great phallacy to control the MASSES 


that privacy is the | and keep them BLIND to the truth. 
most important thing, | ) 


while our young THIS is our LIVES, © 

sell themselves on the Streets. | ; lives we have FORGED 

tothe rich closeted through everything -- 

because their homes have od the WORLD has pitted against us. 
BETRAYED and geet them. _— 


ced Me hep oe dnote verses 


CAT PYNE 


WE are ‘PROUD 
_ of who we are and what we have 


this isnot I ACCOMPLISHED. 





WE ARE QUEER. 
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WE have been thrown into the FIRE, 
and WE WILL USE THAT FIRE 
TO SET THE WORLD 
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Dan-& Boy, along with writing, slaves as editor, publisher and resident cartoonist to the ‘cine Queer Nasty and tfs saree Baby ‘Raino Preis 
furww.baby-rhino. net/express}, Fed up with the double standards and hypocrisy in our own “communities”, Queer. ‘Nasty, 4 ‘zine of ridicule,. 
thought and intelligent Aumour, attempts fo point out these flaws and their blatant sen and a alien Fl helpful oe 
We're Here — We're Queer —- Get Over It. : : seein 
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Like It's 1999 





evalutian af gueer, calantife~style 


Andrew (both half-deshi femme bitch queens) 

as we're sitting in some Toronto DJ spot/café on 
people-of-color night. “There are so many things that I 
thought would be around forever when I was 16 in 1990 that 
are just dead and gone...” 


“ACT UP, Queer Nation, punk,” he finishes for me. 
“Yeah.” 


ACT UP, Queer Nation, anarchopunk, queercore, Riot 
Grrrl — all that shit was my world when the decade opened. 
I screamed down the streets in fishnets and boots against 
the Gulf War, gave out condoms and gloves on the side- 
walks outside high schools, stayed out all night at Clit Club 
and ‘No Rio once I left home, sat down to block the Queens 
tunnel the day Giuliani released the budget that eliminated 
the department of AIDS services and the weekend of 
Stonewall 25 and Mumia’s death warrant summer. I lived 
inside the hope of a movement that would make a revolu- 
tion in my lifetime, where my sex and my pussy and my coior 
and class and craziness could all go with me. After growing 
up in the Reagan death years, queer smashed open doors. | 
thought those politics — on/in your face, fuck shit up, 5/M, 
direct action, leather, shaved heads and boots — would be 
my life forever, that there was no way this clean, clear rage 
would die or get old. 


c¢ E like this decade went by so fast,” ] say to my sister 


Well, now the year of the apocalypse has passed and shit 
looks real different, doesn’t it? So many of those names are 
history, empty names with 2 few people behind them, not 
the powerful swell there once was. I’m sure as hell not in the 
mecting room doing a head count. And I can say without 
hesitating that the reason is that I looked down and saw my 
color. Along with a lot of other people. 


by Leah Plepzna-Samarasinha 


When issues of race and racism started getting raised — in 
ACT UP, Lesbian Avengers, in punk, in Riot Grrl — all 
heli broke loose. Queer radicalism circa 1990 didn’t survive it. 


For many of us who were queer youth of color, coming out in 
the early ‘90s meant coming out into a queer cultural scene 
that was Eurocentric in its concerns, aesthetic and beliefs, 
where a lot of white queer radicals had a really great grasp of 
anti-racism in theory but flunked out in reality. At first we 
were so grateful to finally be out and angry that we kept think- 
ing it was just our problem when shit went down. More than 
that ~- I assumed when I was a queerpunk brown girl that 
everybody got the basics about racism, was committed to 
killing the cop inside their heads... that all the white girls were 
gonna follow Mab Segrest’s lead and become race traitors. 


Instead my/our hearts got betrayed so many times. So many 
times they —~ our lovers, comrades, friends — just didn’t get 
it, the basics. Racism wars raged in Love and Rage cells, 
infoshops, Lesbian Avengers chapters, ‘zines and grrl cliques 
across the nation. Being queer radicals was part of what made 
a lot of us who were of color come to consciousness about 
how racism had affected our lives, but once we started taik- 
ing about it and wanting to stop being the only one, most of 
our white “allies” freaked out. a 


Everything was cool if you just quoted bell hooks and veered 
away from talking about who was doing what when racist 
shit played out right there, right then. Staying meant agree- 
ing with bleach-blonde shave-headed white girls that “color 
doesn't matter, we're just queer, we're just anarchists,” Worst 
of all was when we started getting really confident and insist- 
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; : . 
ing we knew what.we were talking about, instead of just havy-. whene iwas barn 
ing those “Yeah, J dunno, it’s complicated,” conversations. 


Or when we started setting limits and enforcing them. Maybe in other worlds that I’m not in, people would argue that 7 


it's all going as strong as ever, and that it defines what is 


queer/radical. Maybe they can say that because they'don’t see 


| i 

the day. alien ie YY a re Sie brown faces who aren’t there anymore, who once were. 

ew we OP ee a cea. Maybe they can just convemently forget about that chunk of 
In 1996 the Fugees’ second album dropped, ACT UP eos: en ee history. Maybe also one more time, my/our worlds are both 
NYC meetings were drawing maybe 40 people, ° ee Soon” “invisible to them and I’m just disappeared doing 
and I left New York for Toronto. I did it for Me ne an ‘nothing now. | 
Toronto’s strong dyke-of-color, radical © - aie Dunaer Sw td ee 
South Asian, and anti-colonial move- 2,255 
ments —- along with a’. es 
lover and the possibility of 
214-an-hour jobs working on 
at women’s centers in a 


















cE : a See, there are all these of-color 
oe queer groups now. We are still 

ii our damned -people’s 
movements saving lives 
2 our own way. Of 
SA ~ course, the results of 


os that are total invisibil- 














welfare state. 


“Queer” as a pri- 
oritized identity 
pretty much 
dropped out. me Bg a LAR gi 
of my life. ~ gone} eee ees Ca ae ee i Someta i aay For a lot of 
Oh, ] was still Fagen Nee pat ES ace ee Sus, fighting that 
a sexual freak; : : a ‘tacism meant going 
but-notin‘that - -9f Ae home to our commu- 
tiny corner’ . ae nities —~ straight and 
delineated .-as es =< queer, conscious and 
officially, visibly . Boe >" clueless — because those 
(white) queer. 't were the folks we wanted 
J flowed from to put our enerpy into argu- 
dressing like a deshi ing with. So the migration 
Kathleen «Cleaver happened and there are mul- 
(ight skin, half fro, tiracial youth-of-color move- 
thrift store leather, plat- 


OER ments and queers-of-color-only 
forms, hoops) to veering between baggy  ™ em ba scenes and activist groups inside our cul- 
pants, tight tank top, and little sneakers to os eg tures that we have helped build. 
— piste shhomnes tng we Nipii We brought a fot of that “fuck shit up” energy with us 
A a and mixed it up with our own. Our own idea of activism, which 
T was asking questions: How do you say sex radical in also includes making sure my neighbor has food, my friend is 
Sinhalese or Tamil? What does the fierce fucking look like » decreasing her meds, and holding my sister after another day's 
when I stop floating above my brown taped body? How can flying glass continual microassaults. It’s not Just meetings. 
“queer” as I've known it be home when I get slapped in the | BP 
face with the, racism of big black dicks, hot blooded Latinas, 
scary black girls and exotic Asians2, not to forget the “mod- 


si white queer major- 
eco ity... but whatever. 


AMY CONGER 


This is great. The one worry I have is that some of us who 
were out live years ago have gradually been Jess open when 


it comes to working within mixed-gender movements 


ern primitives” with rings and designs they stole from my marily £ 1.68 Richi ‘sm. Mavb oes 
culture and others? How do I “fuck to resist” when my per- | Sabha PENS wale ling racism. Maybe we enor 
cized what it was like back home, because while many 


sonal inheritance of sexuality is 80% of Sri Lankan women oe von heer have Beka abidleades 
in the northern provinces being raped during the civil war ESS Bnet anes Monae movements: have been pone ee 


and 20% my wild aunties leading strikes wearing short dress- by feminists and queers, a lot also still assume a’sexi 
es in the 20s? | se ee 


defining it. 
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st, reac- | 
tionary nationalism — based on the perfect “natural” kings 
2S | _ | and queens/ brother-sister partnerships — as the only way. ° 
This is what queer starts looking like when: it’s us Queers ‘of color get dismissed ‘as whitewashed, not ‘serious 


See Queer Cotrifer (pis) 
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“Queer Colortife” (from p27) 


or dedicated to.the cause of. relevant still —~ just in more 


subtly voicéd ways than in the ‘60s ~ me and it makes 1 me 
want to scream. se 












Yeah, in a lot of communities of color we 
have different ways of being out, some 
of which may be real flagrant, but 
where words are never used. But . 
that can also slide too easily, 
especially for the many of us 
who fuck more than one gen- 
der, into it's~okay-as~long-as- 
you-shut-up-about-it/ § 
you’re~not-really-a-dyke- 
you re~partners-with-him/it’s- "7 
nobody’s-business-but- -yours~ Nee 
what-you-do-in-private — in “ONS 
other words, back into the elope 


The scary thing is that for some ae 
closet or denial doesn’t seem so bad after: =“ 
being betrayed by the racism.-of white 

queers. An ex of mine was queer when we got 
together; I stole him from his boyfriend when we met. 

In the years he was an out bi/fag, he was continually created 
like shit by (usually older) white men who thought of him 
as a piece of hot Latino boy ass. Ashe started to go back 
home, he began to say and feel that-he had to be straight -~ 


and-butch — to be accepted as Latino/Chiléno, roots, by 


the people he wanted acceptance from. It was a real trip 
hearing the man who used to see John Rechy as one of his 
biggest role models scream “I don’t want to be. a fucking 
queer anymore” in-my face. 


Fie's got the right to define +his sexuality the way. ses wants. 


But I wonder if he’d be defining it quite the way he is (and 


sometimes lapsing into homophobia) if his queer life hadn't 
been filled with racism, disrespect and abuse. 


People who've led complicated lives can do really weird 
things when they decide they want an “authentic” cultural 
ID more than anything else, as my friend Andrew said to 
me. And the multiple worlds and bitterness we can inhabit 
as queers of, color can look a lot less “secure” than cutting 
off a piece of yourself to fit. But I’m sure you can see the 
problem with that. I read 4 Taste of Power and I can live 
without a repeat. 


uchet row 


So my: vision for us queer youth of color moving to the next 
century is that we refuse to fall into the same mistakes our 
movements have made in the '60s/70s, permitting the triag~ 
ing of -hetero/sexism and sexuality as less important than 





race and class. ] want us to keep on. demanding respect for 
our lives, our. presence,.our work. within our communities; 
_-tefusing to be silent about who we are. ] want us to continue 
_ to shout out that decolonization has to include the 
rejection of both Euro-Christianity’s 
destruction of our queer traditions and 
the homophobia that existed ] in some 
cultures paer to contact. 


I want no one to teal they have 
to simplify or sacrifice them- 
selves to get an authentic cul- 
tural identity. | want queer 
women of color to have more 
sex On our own terms, whether 
it’s resisting being exotified by 
white girls or boys-or not tol- 
crating abuse from our own. | 
want the legions of queer, of- 
color abuse survivors to talk about 
_ Our experiences so we can figure out 
what healing looks like for us. We are 
the ones we've been waiting for, as my 
_ Professor Jacqui auecanceh used to tell us. 


oe AM rliese things can unleash the power we will need to do 


what I want the worst for this next century: To do it right 


.. this ‘time. | “To finally let none of our inherited monsters 

“destroy us. It’s the dream of a woman who still has all the 

- desperate urgency I did back when I was starting out, who 
hopes some of it is gonna finally bear fruit. 


Oa a 2 ys, $y Le 


| | Leab Piepzna-Sainarasinha i is just another half-breed Sri Lankan 


broke~ass fem queer girl survivor, writer and shitworker. She bas 


. Work coming out in the next issue of Fueweed, and in the anthology 


Planting a Tree: Mixed Queers Speak. Leah likes Lankan women, 
sweet brown butches, and still has an occasional fetish for bossing 
around well-trained white queer boys. You tan reach her at 
kumari_indigo@hotmail. con. 


1 Mumia Abu-Jamal is an African-American journatist and one 
time Black Panther now on death row in Pennsylvania. He was 
sentenced to death in 1982 as a result of a trial-in which he 
was convicted of shooting a Philadelphia policeman. The pros- 
ecution demanded the death sentence on the basis of Mumia’s 
political beliefs. Mumia’s appeal has been denied by the PA 
Supreme Court. On Oct. 13, 1999, PA Governor Ridge signed a 
new death warrant against Mumia. Mumia’s attorneys ‘have filed 
@ habeus corpus petition in Federal district court and the 
Federal judge has issued a stay of execution while that peti- 
tion is being considered. For more info, check your local library 
or check out www.walrus.com/~resist/mumiafindex.html. _- 


* For an excellent article critiquing the racism of the queer Sex- 
radical scene, see “Bizarre Women, Exotic: “Bodies ‘and: 
Outrageous Sex: or, If Annie Sprinkle Was a Black Ho She 
Wouldn’t Be Alt That,” by Karen-Miranda Augustine, in | Resist! 
Essays Against a Homophobic Culture. | 


#] 
















oy 


ete 


7 


oy 


me 





et 


tiated 


stchinanens 


a ean 


bi 








a) 


read 


Paes 


peace 


Be 


Sees 


a ord 
encourares 
A dae eee 





eran 


* 


Mes 


775 


yy 


wi 
f 


at 






Bits Miata 


% 


ay 






oe 
eat 


pens 


Pete 
. Pir Cy. 





1 


el 


SE 


“ye 
tah 
yi 


ist, 


= 
Ed 


“Ee ee ie 


hrs 
“ean 
a nL Ts 


he 
ne 


situate bec 





~ 


“ 








eet 










i 


Syedureiete aia 


pbndastine 


MG 


et 





: 
7 


rar 


Me eats 


BOE ea EE 


eile ee 7 
Lear 2 Pas 
ee oo 
Ly Bi ” 
fied 


cat 
hed 


4 Eick Taye 
ISBN: 0 
im = 
e 
oe ay 


ARUP ee fe 
Dh EE sens ee 
eae Be 

3 





2 
2 


ent 


" 


an sd 


" 


Bey 
aed 


te a 
Ie 


aot Cee lee 


bo fa 

na. : 
meet a 
es acl 





Pea 
ain nes 
aw > 








¥ 
i 
a | 


Pa 
by es 


el ear ae 


= 
Ey 
a 





ask 
2 
= 


= 


De er a 


Wi has 
Pa etc 


Ney 


“ 
i eee 
wa eee 
ee * o 


“ 


¥ 


ia 


- 
+ 


ary 


waece 


oe 


ra east Wa 





a 
eae oP ay vy 


a 2 
ete a 
+, 


fe 


tae 


Anything That Moves 
would like to extend 


dah 
Paty 


sud 


Patel 


Linda PoelzI 


David Bloxsom 


vin J. Mackey — 


= 

3 

oe 
ina 7 . 
we 3 . 
: 


yah Dues 
et Ts 


Brian Cronwall 
Stephanie Moore-Fuller 


| gela Duron 
ichael Evans 

‘Ann Schranz 

avid K. Whitmore 
hris Robins 
Lisa Lees. 

ruce Antink 

Barb Nicely 

ayne Evans 
inyele Sadiq 

Dawn Lamp 


a . 


one 


wee 


a 
2 


Porter 


BAR, 





oy 


bia 


Myre 


se 


ny 


Saat on 


soe 























x Coty ot . 4 





peg 


ery 


our deepest gratitude to: 


Rebecca Gray. 


Spring Friedlander 
ss “fowards our continue 




















il bt 


” 





ae 





Lf 
i 








brain soret bail 

Lia piaete fet 
she, 
same 





os 


—" 
— 


tty 


she 










pon 


rh 


Se 


Ma 











sal 
Pes 
: 


Pace 


2 i 


rebels 


faci 





o 


eee 
Bet 


aa 
see 


She se 





pa 


a 
Pree eee 






. 


y 
bhai as 


TARE st Fee 
“pbaiie 








PRR 
1Ghegy 


tot 





waits 


a” 





tet 





(poy 
ny 


= 


oe 





= 










sete ee 


Sy See Cater stances eyes et Meares = i . ate . 8 5 oy 2 
1 tt LL a lial il ee PAE sali E 
| " rey aiiiciaa 


cee arora Se RE ae HERE iol AE Ee A GS a ich in 





TOL DADA AALS Td Pe th bec 





do 


tona 
de la vida. he 
he 


del el 
contigo esta noche. 


is lab 


fees 


VIVO 


De todo mi ser. 


* 


ria 


_Deslizando por'm 
Sussurande adentro del coraztn, 


ae 


te 


érazar. 
INET 


Vida 
ic 
Todo que hemos compartido 


= 
St Eat eng as mes yeaa wt wel, Bohs 
Fh : hes Eade taty . ? * 
ete BI ae ag Pe ea, ea har 


sma 


i 7 
y Loma conmigo 


Padre 
ya 
: 


ats oa 
Fal 


Ay Amor 
Amante - 
Compariera 
_ Hermana 
_flermano 
Madre 
La sangre 
Ast mt 
O tal vez | 
Come un jardin dedicado 
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O4, Love 
f Lover 
Companion 
Sister 
Brother 
Mother 
Father 
Son 
Daughter 
O+, love of my hfe 


Although your very blood 
Has itself betrayed you 


though you have gone already 
Leaving me behind 
Your memory 
Like an open wound 


Or a garden of hope 


Although there are no words for 
How 
Very 
Much 


You are missed 


Lbs day 
Our two worlds approach each other... 
dhe door 13 open. 
Come to me 
Come te me 
Come to me here 
I want to hald you 
HAthin me 
In the ving current 
Of all that Tam 
All that we have shared 
Kematss, 


Louch glasses with nie 
Drink with me 
One drop more of life's elixir. 
. Tonight, with you I shall dream 
and I will wake to your name 
as it glides across my dips, 
«whispers to my heart. — 


Issue #24 2000° --e. 








er 


Michael Lefkowitz is ATM's new Poetry Editor. 

fle works with developmentally disabled adults, volunteers 
with the SF AIDS Foundation, practices Wicca, and ts 
studying Oi Gong, bellydance, and Brazilian dance. 

fits piece was originally written in Spanish for an altar 
the SF AIDS Foundation created for a Dia De Los 
Muertos celebration, It was published in both English and 
Spanish versions on Attp-//unww.oakiandnews.com. 
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SO THIS GREEK GOD 


WALKS INTO A BAR 


by Carmina Burrito 
illustrations by Michael Moss 


“I can still remember when the cosmetics industry 
consisted of a few Phoenician traders toting jars of 
pomade,” Hymen grumbled as he plunked down 
the enormous green vinyl bag he’d toted home 
from the Clinique counter at Nordstrom. “A 
makeover meant trying rouge made of ox tongue instead of 
crushed seaweed.” 


“Oh, quit bitching,” said Athena. “At least you've got the fea- 
tures to pull this off.” The goddess of wisdom managed to 
lounge on her futon in the loft they shared, despite wearing 
stiff leather chaps. Athena had told Hymen she'd decided to 
become a “Fierce Butch,” whatever that meant. 


Hymen scrutinized his waifish face in the mirror. “Being the 
god of marriage doesn’t mean I have to be frumpy, does it? It 
was looking good in a dress that got me the gig in the first 
place.” 


As a godling, Hymen had disguised himself as a girl and joined 
a group of women celebrating the Festival of Demeter. They 
had been kidnapped by pirates, but Hymen had helped the 
women kill their captors. He had earned his love’s hand, and 
eventually his title as the marriage god. His wife had died, and 
Hymen had found other brides using the same disguise. But 
he'd been single for — what? — four hundred years? 


“Blend,” Athena said without sitting up. Hymen stopped 
streaking his make-up and turned to watch Athena demon- 
strating a smoothing motion with her fingers. He nodded his 
thanks, 


Hymen had to admit modern cosmetics had some advantages 








over ox tongue. That nice woman had helped him 
match his Hellenic coloring and hadn’t been dis- 
concerted by a male customer. “So you really 
think this Pagan women’s gathering would be a 
good way to meet my next bride?” 


“It's much better than your original idea,” Athena chortled. 
Hymen had originally planned to visit something called the 
Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival, until Athena told him, 
between shrieks of laughter, why he might want to reconsider. 


“At least a Pagan gathering will seem like home,” Hymen 
mused. “I mean, I was Pagan long before it was cool.” 


“You go, girl,” Athena said before returning her attention to a 
biography of Sappho, on which she had already scribbled 
dozens of corrections she planned to send to the publisher. 


Meni 


Darkness shrouded the Celtic bar hosting the Pagan women’s 
evening. Most of the women present wore black and drank 
stout, leaving their faces pale shapes in a sea of gloom. Hymen 
felt out of place in his frilly pink party dress, and the conversa- 
tions he heard as he roamed the bar didn’t make him feel any 
more at home. He heard a lot about various Celtic or Norse 
deities whose parties he'd crashed once or twice — they'd had 
terrible music, but decent food — but nothing about his clan. 


At last he overheard a circle of women discussing something 
called the Defense Of Marriage Act. Here was a subject about 
which Hymen knew something! “Surely marriage needs no 
defense,” Hymen said. “It is the most sacred institution, join- 
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ing a man and woman for life.” He waited for applause at his 
clear-cut reasoning. Strangely, none came. In fact, the room 
grew noticeably less friendly. 


“And what about two women? Two men? Or three men and 
one woman?” Hymen turned to see a woman to his right, 
whom he hadn't noticed before. He found himself staring into 
the greenest eyes a mortal could possess. 


“Surely you're kidding. Who could contemplate such a perver- 
sion?” 


“Welp,” the woman said, gesturing around with a bony wrist. 
“Just about everybody in here identifies as bi, and they don't 
like to be told what kind of relationship they can have, and 
with whom.” Once the woman explained the term “bi” to 
Hymen, he nodded. They hadn't stuck such labels on people's 
desires back in the day, but he’d known plenty of “bi” people, 
and had some experiences himself. 


“I'm Marissa,” said the woman with whom he’d just been 
arguing. 


“Uh...” Hymen fumbled for a name. He visualized the labels on 
the jars at home. “I’m Estée Lauder.” 


A major drawback to being the son of 
Aphrodite is knowing pretty much imme- 
diately when you're falling helplessly in 
love. As with most of Hymen’s fellow gods, 
love at first sight wasn’t just possible but 
required. He had never fallen in love any 
other way, nor had he ever been able to stop 
loving someone once smitten. There was 
only one problem: How would Marissa 
react when she found out Hymen’s true sex? 


He might as well find out as soon as possi- 
ble. “There are two things you must know 
about me,” Hymen said. “One is that I am 
a deity walking the Earth.” 


“My last three boyfriends thought the exact 


same thing,” Marissa said. 


“No, really. I'm the Greek God of 
Marriage. The other is that I am really a 
male. I have always sought my brides in 
women’s garb.” 


“Oh.” Marissa lifted her skirt, revealing a 
bulge in her panties. “Me too! Genetically, 
I mean.” She giggled. “The label I prefer is 
woman-identified man. They let me hang 
out here because I buy them drinks. So, 
does being a god mean you can keep it up 
for hours?” 
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“You're thinking of my brother Priapus,” Hymen said. He 
started backing towards the bar's door. “I realize I have come 
to the wrong place, almost as wrong as that gathering in 
Michigan. I must be on my way.” 


“OK,” Marissa said. “See ya.” 
Hymen paced the tiny apartment until Athena started sticking 


out a leather-bound leg to trip him up. “Do you mind?” she 
barked. “I’m in the middle of a good part.” 


“I love her, but ] may not have her,” Hymen muttered for the 
tenth time. 


“Know what I'd do?” Athena asked without looking up. 


Hymen kept muttering to himself. “As the marriage god, I may 
not love a mortal without wedding her. But she and I may not 
be wed, unless... argh!” 


“Well, what I'd do...” 


“But if she be not woman born, it is against the laws that I 
uphold... It’s no use...” 
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See “Greek” (p.24) 
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“Greek” (from p. 23) 
“Ya know what might work?” Athena tried raising her voice. 


“But wait! I’ve got it!” Hymen ran out of the apartment so fast 
he broke a heel. And kept running down the stairs. 


Athena mimicked Hymen’s voice: “Gee, Athena, it sure is 
great having the Goddess of Wisdom for a roommate. Please 
advise me so I can avoid making an even bigger dork out of 
myself.” Then, in her own voice: “Sure thing, pal. Bring me a 
beer while you're up, huh?” 


ee 


Marissa was in the middle 
of a discussion about poli- 
tics and memorable 
caedhlis she'd been to when 
Hymen limped back into 
the Grunt and Whistle on 
one broken heel. He had a 
run in his hose and streaked 
mascara. 


“It is no good! Mortal, | 
love you and I must have 
you as my mate!” He 
grabbed Marissa’s shoul- 
ders and kissed her. After a 
moment, she reciprocated 
enthusiastically, with 
tongue. (Even for a Greek 
god, Hymen was hella 
cute, ) 


“Hello again,” Marissa 


gasped at last. 


‘T've got it all figured out,” 
Hymen said. “We can get 
married, just as soon as | 
have you turned into a real 
woman!” 


“A what?” 


“Don't worry, it’s perfectly 
painless. Ever read Ovid? I know someone who can give you a 
uterus in the time it takes to boil an egg.” 


“Hard or soft?” 


Hymen thought Marissa was asking about sexual prowess 
again, and started explaining his most refined techniques. 


Marissa started laughing, in a way that reminded Hymen of 
Athena. He waited until she stopped for an explanation. 





“Look,” Marissa finally gasped. “You can’t just go around try- 
ing to rearrange things to suit yourself. If you're really a god, 
couldn't you use your awesome powers to accept me as I am?” 


“You don’t want to become a real woman?” 
“Define real. Define woman.” 
“Argh!” 


“I'm guessing that means no. It’s easier to try to change me 
than to accept me. And you got to become a god by taking the 
easy route, right?” 


Hymen really missed the 
days when you could just 
turn yourself into a big 
goose and go around grab- 
bing whomever you want- 
ed. It was easy to see why 
most of his fellow gods 
mostly sat at home watch- 
ing ‘Rockford Files’ reruns 
and avoided any contact 
with mortals. The only 
deity he knew who seemed 
to understand anything 
was Athena, and he could 
never grasp half what she 
told him. Speaking of 
which, hadn’t Athena tried 
to tell him something 
before he left? 


“Stay here, mortal,” 
Hymen told Marissa. “T’ll 
be back.” He was about to 
run all the way back to his 
apartment when he noticed 
a payphone outside the bar. 
He fiddled with his purse 
for five minutes before he 
found 35 cents, then dialed 
his own number. The 
phone rang for ages before 
a low, irritable voice 
sounded. 


“What?” 

“It's Hymen.” 

“I know. Are you ready for some advice now?” Hymen nodded. 
“Good. This is what you do.” Hymen listened and scribbled 
notes on the back of his hand. 


“It all sounds complicated,” Hymen grumbled. But he still con- 
sulted Athena's instructions carefully with one eye while he 
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sought out Marissa with the other, back inside the bar. 
Marissa was nowhere to be found. 


He asked after rer frantically, but either the other attendees 
hadn’t seen her leave, or they disliked Hymen enough to lie to 
him. Finally, he spotted her in the corner, playing pinball. 


“Apparently I've come on too strong,” he informed her. 


“Really?” She yanked the little lever that propelled her ball into 
space. “I hadn't noticed.” 


“Oh, good. No harm done, then. I was just talking to Athena, 
she’s my roommate, and she says I should slow down and take 
it gently. Apparently, I’m supposed to wait a minimum of six 
months before proposing anything serious.” 


“Oh.” Lights flashed for a moment, then Marissa’s ball fell into 
the negative space at the table’s base. “That sounds like a chal- 
lenge for someone as into instant gratification as you.” 


The ‘instant gratification’ remark almost started Hymen off 
explaining how good he was in bed, but he bit his lip. “I'm 


learning. I have thousands of years of habits to unlearn.” 


“And what about your qualms about my plumbing?” 


“I think we've found a way around those. Anyway, what do you 
say? Is this course of action acceptable to you?” 


Marissa seemed to consider for a moment. Then she shrugged 
and smiled at Hymen. “Why not? We'll give it a spin and see 
what happens.” 


Hymen whooped with joy, then leaned over and kissed 
Marissa more passionately than ever. [hey explored each oth- 
er’s bodies for a moment, then spent the rest of the night talk- 
ing and learning about each other's lives. 


By the next morning, Hymen didn’t mind Athena’s plan so 
much, Waiting six months would allow Hymen and Marissa 
to have a lovely June ceremony, with enough lead time to 
work it into Dionysos’ schedule. They'd have a chance to get 
to know each other, and their union would be that much 
more meaningful in the end. And Hymen supposed he'd get 
used to the idea of becoming the God of Domestic Partner 
Benefits, eventually. 


Carmina Burrito lives in Vermont with her wicked step-mother, who 


forces her to work twelve hours a day baking cakes depicting scenes of 


sadomasochism between ducks and pigeons, and occasionally, turkeys. 
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reating Change '99: 


One Bisexual's View from the Front 





DOES POLITICS TAKE THE “SEX” OUT OF 
SEXUALITY? NOT IN A BISEXUAL CROWD. 
ORGANIZERS AT AN AFTER-HOURS BINET 
RECEPTION USED EROTIC ENERGY TO 
HELP RAISE MONEY. OAKLAND RESIDENT 
STEPHANIE BERGER (RIGHT) AUCTIONED 
OFF A PAIR OF GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS 
TICKETS -- AND THE HIGHEST BIDDER 
(KRIS ROEHLING OF ORLANDO, FLA.) 
FETCHES HER PRIZE FROM STEPHANIE'S 
CLEAVAGE. ABOUT i100 PEOPLE TURNED 


OUT FOR THE EVENT THAT RAISED $1,300. 








“Sexual orientation isn't about 
Sex. 33 


“If you’re not into politics, you 
can still be an activist.” 


“You might be queer, but 
You're not queer enough.” 


These were among the paradoxes I found 
at the Creating Change conference in 
November in Oakland. More than 2,500 
bisexual, transgender, gay and lesbian 
people from all 50 states converged on 
the City Center Marriott for five days in 
this annual flagship event of the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force. 


Creating Change is the largest annual 
gathering of the American gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender movement. 
Held in a different city annually for 12 
years, it covers topics including youth 
issues, racism, spirituality, sexual identity 
and aging. Organizers aim to train as 
many of the faithful as possible in grass- 
roots political activism. Accordingly, 
people canvassed Oakland neighbor- 
hoods en masse, campaigning against the 
Knight Initiative, a spring ballot measure 
that would prevent California from 
acknowledging same-sex marriages 
performed in other states. (Same-sex 
marriage is already illegal in California.) 


Having come out as bisexual only a cou- 
ple of years ago, I saw the conference as 
a way to meet people, find the elusive bi 
community and define my role in it. 
Several bi activists had told me that 


text and photos by Keith Bowers 


despite its name, the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force does a lot for the bisex- 
uals in its mix, and that Creating Change 
was a sight to behold. So I decided to edu- 
cate myself. I volunteered to help organize 
the event and see it from the inside out. 


More than anything, I found paradox. 


Opening night was a perfect example. I dis- 
trust anything institutional — such as a 
political group thousands of members 
strong like the NGLTF. Regardless, | 
trembled with pride seeing Oakland Mayor 
Jerry Brown addressing hundreds of queers, 
with enormous rainbow flags lining the 
walls of the Oakland Convention Center. 
Several participants agreed that it was “an 
absurdist moment” — politically oppor- 
tunistic by Brown on one hand, but charis- 
matic and awe-inspiring on the other. 


Two nights later, contradiction struck 
again. T’o begin with, the conference had its 
share of infighting, from territorial gay men 
and lesbians to vitriolic transgender people 
to us bisexuals, demanding to be included 
in the movement’s concerns. But when a 
transgender person was assaulted early one 
morning near the conference and police 
were accused of being hostile and homo- 
phobic while responding, by nightfall about 
1,000 people were marching on‘‘the 
Oakland Police Department to demand an 
investigation. Again, regardless of your take 
on things, you couldn’t help but be inspired 
by so many spirited, dedicated people com- 
ing together despite their differences. 
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A Different Kind of Same 


But Creating Change was by no means a giant exercise 1n feel- 
good queer solidarity. NGLTF Executive Director Kerry 
Lobel opened the conference by shaking people up, mostly on 
issues of sex and sexual identity. Of four opening-night 
panelists, two were transsexual, one was openly bisexual, and 
the other was a gender-bending lesbian who advocates free sex- 
ual expression for all. Two workshops were titled, “What's Sex 
Got To Do With It?” A bisexual fund-raiser included erotic 
reading and an auctioned-off fantasy date with a sexy couple. 
A local troupe called the Safer Sex Sluts graphically demon- 
strated use of latex, lube and other supplies. 


“What kind of movement do we want to be?” Lobel asked. 
“Are we willing to be uncomfortable?” 


Nowhere was this more apparent than on the topic of sex. 


Obviously, sex is a key ingredient of sexual orientation. But 
certain powerful factions within the movement do all they can 
to avoid talking about it. 


“Our own mainstream organizations generally avoid sex like 
the plague,” said Jeff Montgomery, executive director of 
Detroit-based advocacy group the Triangle Foundation. 


These curmudgeons contend that the topic of sex limits the 
movement's credibility in the eyes of the American 
mainstream. (Some gay people use the same logic to exclude 
bisexual and transgender folks from their ranks.) ‘There are 
some who say that the orgasm is simply overrated, and sex isn't 
that important. Still others say that being queer isn't really 
about sex anyway. 


But isn’t it? 


To me, the most inescapable aspect of Creating Change was 
the “unofficial” sexual energy that pervaded the convention 
center. It was everywhere. For almost a week, the Marriott was 
like a giant college dormitory with room service and safer sex 
supplies. I got cruised in hallways. I got cruised in a bathroom. 
I got cruised (and did some cruising) during interviews. In the 
bisexual spaces, everyone cruised everyone. As people gathered 
before the protest march, a flirtatious flat-topped boy from 
Iowa asked me to meet him later at a leather bar. And the 
oddest part? It didn’t seem a bit inappropriate. In fact, it felt 
life-affirming for us to use love and lust playfully, positively, to 
counter the hostility that had befallen one of our own. 


Disagreement over sex is nothing new among sexual minori- 
ties. Through every incarnation of organized queerdom, cer- 
tain people have believed that being perceived as “just like 
everyone else” will lead to acceptance and equality. 


“There are holes in the queer movement so big you could drive 
planets through them, and one of the biggest ones is around 
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sex,” said David Rostcheck of the Bisexual Resource Center 


in Boston. 


Rostcheck and others say they see homophobia as part of a 
bigger problem in society — the fear of sex in general. They 
believe the queer establishment needs to become less isolated 
so it can reach people on more human levels. Unless people can 
get comfortable talking about sex, Rostcheck said, they'll never 
tolerate sexual minorities legally and socially. 


THE LARGEST ROOM OF THE OAKLAND CONVENTION CENTER WAS 
FILLED TO CAPACITY THE LAST DAY OF THE CONFERENCE FOR BRUNCH 
AND A SERIES OF SPEAKERS. 


He cited the speakers and panelists as an example. The roster 
contained many veterans from within the political movement. 
And, to be sure, several people with views outside the queer 
norm were also invited. But Rostcheck wondered why people 
such as Camille Paglia and Susie Bright — both of whom write 
columns in the mainstream press — were not there. These 
women are sex radicals who reach audiences far outside the 
BGLT political nucleus. He said such viewpoints could help 
queers gain favor with the general public in ways that “insiders” 
might not ever consider. 


Two Types of Activism 


This illustrates two approaches to queer activism I encoun- 
tered: traditional electoral efforts vs. “guerrilla activism” done 
by sex educators, video producers, writers and others. 


One “outsider” invited to speak at the conference was 
Dr. Carol Queen, who attended with her partner, Dr. Robert 
Morgan Lawrence. 


“I certainly see what Robert and I do as activism,” said Queen, 
a cultural sexologist whose accomplishments include books, 
columns in two weekly newspapers, and workshops at Good 
Vibrations, a San Francisco-based sex toy store. 


See “Creating Change” (p.28) 
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“Creating Change” (from p.27) 





ON THE FOURTH NIGHT OF THE CONFERENCE, PARTICIPANTS TURNED WORDS 
INTO ACTION. A TRANSGENDER WOMAN WAS ASSAULTED A FEW BLOCKS 
FROM THE HOTEL EARLY ONE MORNING, AND AN OAKLAND POLICE OFFICER 
WHO RESPONDED TO THE CRIME WAS ACCUSED OF BEING HOMOPHOBIC AND 
INSENSITIVE TOWARD THE VICTIM. THAT EVENING, ABOUT 1,000 PEOPLE 
ASSEMBLED AND MARCHED A FEW BLOCKS DOWN BROADWAY TO THE 
OAKLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT TO DEMAND AN INVESTIGATION, BY THE END 
OF THE RALLY, THE MAYOR’S OFFICE HAD CONTACTED ACTIVIST LEADERS, AND 
POLICE TOOK STATEMENTS FROM WITNESSES TO BEGIN AN INTERNAL PROBE 
OF THE MORNING'S ASSAULT RESPONSE. 
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She said sexual outlaws of all types can gain strength by 
embracing each other, no matter what their orientation or 
identity. Such a confederacy already exists outside political cir- 
cles in the San Francisco Bay Area, mostly through groups 
using descriptors such as pansexual, omnisexual-or just plain 
kinky, “In real life, outside of political rhetoric, it works out 
pretty well when groups find each other that way, she said. 


Having been rejected by many of her lesbian peers years ago after 
she identified as bisexual, Queen said the queer political main- 
stream continues to turn many people away, perhaps without 
knowing it. She observed that the NGLTF is willing to put a 
bisexual activist like Lani Ka’ahumanu on its board of 
directors, but it hasn't yet changed its name to reflect its 
membership — which some people estimate to be almost 
half bisexual and transgendered. Such institutional stub- 
bornness undoubtedly keeps valuable people away. 


To be sure, Queen and others see the need for electoral 
activism. Groups like the NGLTF help raise money and 
organize campaigns against anti-queer ballot measures 
such as California’s Knight Initiative, and they work 
toward establishing domestic partner ordinances and 
similar laws across the nation. Stephanie Berger is among 
those who keep their focus in this realm. 


“I love what the NGLTF is doing,” said Berger, a former 
board member of BiNet. “And over the years, 
the NGLTF has stuck its neck out for the bi and trans 
communities.” 





Berger, a TV producer who helped organize media relations 
for the conference, said Creating Change helps pull more peo- 
ple into the movement. 


“We need to train our replacements,” she said. 


She cited the rally as an example, saying the event gave orga- 
nizers and newcomers alike the chance to use what they were 
learning in quite an impressive way. 


“A hate crime occurred,” she said, “and within four hours of us 
knowing about it, we had more than 1,000 people gathered. 
Three television stations were there, and the mayor's office was 
on the phone.” 


Not Queer Enough? 


These two approaches to activism partly reflect the unrest 
between gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender populations. 
Some bisexuals feel at home in the larger movement, but oth- 
ers feel thwarted and choose to focus elsewhere. 


During a brief visit to the conference, San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors President and then-mayoral candidate Tom 
Ammiano characterized queers as “one big, happy, dysfunc- 
tional family.” Everyone laughed in agreement, knowing what 
a motley crew they're part of. 


But it's not always a laughing matter. I've found some gay men 
and lesbians who are just as small-minded as homophobic 
straight people. From the minute I signed up for Creating 
Change I was worried about this, and the beginning of the 
conference was dubious. At a cocktail reception, gay Berkeley 
City Councilman Kriss Worthington told an audience of about 
100 that it's important to elect “gay and lesbian candidates” to 
local office. As the crowd began to roar, a determined — but 
greatly outnumbered — voice shouted “and bisexuals!” 


I hoped it wasn’t an omen. 





A TRANSGENDER ACTIVIST TELLS THE CROWD AND OAKLAND POLICE THAT SHE 
WON’T STAND FOR INTOLERANCE. 
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But a later workshop about men’s sexual identity was far worse. 
One of the speakers was a gay Bostonian who works closely 
with bisexuals in his community and openly supports the bi 
cause, as do many gay men and lesbians. But two outspoken 
gay men in the audience dominated the exchange by repeated- 
ly slamming bisexuals. One essentially taunted the bi men in 
the room for having the audacity to occupy the same space as 
him and his brethren, saying, “Whatever we do for you, you're 
never satisfied.” Recognizing gay hostility at a level I had only 
read about up to that point, I asked myself, “What the hell am 
I doing here?” 


But I found out soon enough. Creating Change was a gold 
mine of bisexual community. Our contingent was so 
well-represented that heartfelt support was never hard to find. 
People who I'd known only from e-mail exchanges suddenly 
felt like old friends — some even felt like lovers. People I’d 
never met were open and accepting. The energy made me feel 
so headstrong, | could see why some people felt at home there. 


“The great thing about bi space is that everyone’s there — 
everyone is potential family,” Berger said. “We have our own 
sensibility. It’s very inclusive, very flirtatious, very welcoming 
and safe.” 


Asked why she continues to work within a movement that 
includes biphobic factions, Berger said she and other bisexuals 
are securing their place in the cause by visibly working and 
getting credit for their efforts. “People can’t un-invite me from 
the table if I'm the one throwing the dinner party,” she said. 


Berger said she sees bisexuals as an important part of the move- 
ment: “If they (gay men and lesbians) get to know what our 
lives are like, they'll realize that there are places where all our 
lives intersect.” And in those places queer activism can thrive. 


Other people, however, find the intolerance, well, intolerable. 


“To show back up at the table after a 20-year absence — that 
was interesting,’ said Queen, who says she’s definitely seen 
changes. For one thing, an open bisexual such as herself would 
not have been included on a speaking panel in the 1970s. 


“Everyone’s not exactly rowing in the same boat,” she said, “but 
pretty much everyone's rowing.” 


But Queen took exception to the biphobic, separatist senti- 
ment that's still given space in queer politics. After one work- 
shop, she and other bisexuals reported being talked down to by 
old-school lesbian panelists who have long advocated strict 
adherence to political codes of thought and behavior for 
women — which include little or no contact with men, espe- 
cially sexual. 


“It was a damned crying shame that 20 years later [they are] 


still making bisexual women cry,” Queen said. “[They] should 
be under glass. [They] should be in the fucking Smithsonian.” 
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The usually upbeat 
and mirthful Queen 
made no attempt to 
mask her bitterness 
toward these women, 
even questioning their — 
very claim to space 
within the movement. 


“The fact that the gay 
and lesbian communi- 
ty let these people in 
the door in the first 
place amazes me,” she 
said. “If this is the 
population that patrols 
the border between 
gay and bisexual, who 
let them in?” 
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CULTURAL SEXOLOGIST DR. CAROL QUEEN 





TIME LESBIAN ACTIVIST WHO WAS OSTRA- 


QUEER CULTURE IS NOW MORE INCLUSIVE, 
BUT STILL HAS A WAY TO GO. 


Queen said the separatists were so influential in the 1970s that 
queer women had few choices that would not bring rejection 
and ostracism. NGLTF’s Lobel echoed this sentiment in her 
opening speech. 


‘In retrospect,” Queen said, “it feels as if we were being 
colonized.” 


Outsider Pride 


Creating Change showed me that bisexuals may take different 
courses, but our spirit is essentially the same: We buck the 
trend in any context because we have to. 


With all due respect to other sexual minorities, being bisexual 
isn't easy. We fight the power structure of the straight world, 
only to get similar treatment from much of the gay and lesbian 
establishment. We may be able to “pass” on both sides, but we 
don't really feel at home in either because we're usually 
assumed to be something we're not — gay or straight. 


We do feel at home, though, on the rare occasions that we're 
together in a group, and this proved itself at the end of the 
conference. In the largest room of the Convention Center, 
after the crowd had cleared and was on its way home, a group 
of about 20 bi folks sat talking, still excited to be in each oth- 
er's presence, squeezing every bit of energy we could from the 
gathering. We talked a little about the conference, a little 
about the future. But more than anything, we hung on for 
just a bit longer, flirting with each other and talking more 
about sex and spirit than anything else. 


I don’t know if I’ve ever felt quite so much at home. 











Keith Bowers ts a member of the Anything That Moves editorial staff, 
and ts also the reviews editor for Black Sheets magazine. 









SPOKE ON AN OPENING-NIGHT PANEL, A ONE- 


CIZED AFTER COMING OUT AS BI, QUEEN SAID 
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: : 2 ai, ein,” 
| eS “Baby DYKE, 
t Psycuoraty, 


: BATCH. 


. Het privilege, -~ 
“| Male privilege 
White privilege, 


Selfish, . 
BISLOYAL, 
POS caniee, 


far. . 





“1 MARRIED man, “i ‘ “i , * “ 


Sit down and be er 


1 Stand UP for your-rights, 


“ | Come out of the cLaset! 


You CAN'T march in the parade, 
You have to march in the parade, 


| Okay, you can marcu in the parade 


But you can’t be on the steering committee. 


You just want it Born Watpr,, 
Stop being greedy, 

| don’t date -bISeKJalS. 

| can’t COMPETE. 

- 7 This is just a Stage, 

This is just a phaca, 
This is just a pose, 


This is just a way to attract KINKY WOMEN. 
| blame your weaf; father, 


| blame your °VERBEARING MOTHER, 
l, personally, blame 2oamid Pomic — 
Damn you Ziggy Siadinct | - . 


You're really Get 

You're really STRATGHT, 
You're really confusing me, 
Bisexuals pon’T exist, 


“Ws-GENETIC 

It’s the way you were raised,” 

| It's just-something you saw. ‘on. TY, 
a Oh, that's so penilh 


. ‘pia’ MEN = fuck waren,” a es a os 


“ - oe “A. real man could take. my WHOLE. ARM, 
ee Real men don't suck. cock in. UNE: 
— : Yau. just want to. be a soma! 
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BY UACK RANDOM 


“You're too aaa to bea. DYKE, 


You look too Towtela tobe’ Hizisks, 
Aren't penises just kind of gross? 
You just want to be a faggol! 


Hey, no STRAIGHT make-out! 

You're trying to colonize gay spac, 
You're infecting the hetero population, 
you BSon VANE FOU) OWS Dars? 


Pil never. ‘pe eNougit for you, ~~ 
You'll. leave me-for a MAN, - 
You'll eave me for a woman, © 
You never le4ve me done. 


Why didn’t you tell me about this before now? 
Who the HELL do you think you are? 

Let me tell you what i think. 

Do you fave to talk about it all the time? 


You just need a hard dick, 

You just need a good woman, 

You just need to accept Fesus Christ 
As your lord and savior. 


Puvchethester will save you, 
BSeshidias will save you, 
Meditation will save you, 


Youre HOPELESS! 


Issue #212000 |... 


This is atlly, 

This is DANGEROUS, 

Isn't this how ROME fell? 

This is the end of Western civilization! 


Double your pleasure, | 
The best of both: worlds, |. 
Twice e as many, potential Foon’ — 


In a perfect world, 
everybody would be bisexual. 


ee a Py 1 


jack Random is a fong-hatred bisexual, Pagan, poet, pornographer, and 
Leather Daddy who actually leves the life be writes about. He can be 
reached for almost any purpose at: Random}/@carthlink.net, and yes that 
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BOEOTIA, 6c BC : 
By Susie Bright 
Excerpted from her novel Fiu// Exposure 
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Note tara d 


|. Jalk about sex anywhere. 


The most audacious act of public sex is talking about it. Sex 
is as delicious a conversation piece as food or music; it is as 
infinite as weather, and twice as interesting. Sexual conver- 
sation puts an end to small talk and small minds. It belongs 
at dinner tables and airports and church, and anywhere that 
people exchange ideas. 


some people think that sex talk is gossip — that it’s 2 rade 
joke, a calculated play. Maybe they've never had a talk about 
sex that was honest, or that ended with a question mark, or 
that was intellectual and even luscious. Maybe they've never 
talked about sex without a threat underlying it. 


What could you say about sex today, to a friend or stranger, 
that would open the doors, instead of shutting someone 
out? 


Hl. Jake inspiration from everyone and 
instruction from no one. 


You never have to worry about becoming a sexual imitation 
of someone else, because it’s impossible. You only have to 
worry when you hide your true side, your fear at the thought 
of showing your joy at what delights you, or your despair 
when silence seems like the only way to survive. Erotic cre- 
ativity is like a modern dancer — she has a body, she listens 
to the music, she takes a deep breath, and she moves. No one 
can tell her which foot goes first, or how to bend. The erot- 
ic spirit listens and expresses, never memorizes or recites. 


lll. Appreciate the simplest erotic 
gesture. 


The headiest erotic memories are from times never adver- 
tised, from moments that could not be packaged. Genuine 
beauty will arrive with great modesty, and yet with a perfec- 
tion that cannot be reproduced in facsimile. Of course we 
want to make these moments last, we dream of manifesting 
them as jewels. But the pleasures of possession are so fleet- 
ing. It is the treasure of your sexual creativity, combined 
with your lover's imagination, that makes erotic flavor last. 





IU. Accept no guru‘s ego — account- 
abilrty is more cosmic than charisma. 


The greatest gift that leaders can give to their followers is 
the opportunity to disagree with them, to have a vote, to 
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remain a comrade despite disagreement. There are no sexu- 
al gurus who know how to make your erotic body happy 
with thei philosophies, and there never will be any. The 
best sexual adviser is the person who is the best listener, 
who asks the best questions, and more than anything, who 
appreciates the chance to be fallible in public, 





VU. Give your erotic identity the benefit 
of your admiration. 


1 have never been able to post positive affirmations on my 
mirror, I can’t abide those personal exercises where you look 
at your reflection and say, “I’m fabulous and that’s that.” 
I could never resist the notion that such speeches are all the 
latest trick from Snow White's wicked stepmother. 


But I am not entirely filled with piety and humility. I do 
talk to myself -- without notes or reflective surfaces. 
Sometimes I look at my eyes in the mirror and think about 
how the fire there is always going to be in there no matter 
how old I get. 


The best thing that ever happened to my sex life was when, 
by accident, I stopped making comparisons to others — 
when ] was momentarily distracted, and just let myself 
think and make love as J am. I was at my most content and 
my most thrilled. If I had happened to catch a glance of 
myself in the mirror, | would have been surprised — 
because when | am involved in life, my activity animates my 
face and body in a way that could never be caught in a pose. 





UI. Defy the quick description. 


Next time someone asks what you “are,” sexually, tell them 
that nouns will not do. Deliver a story of the last time you 
were sexual, or imagined an erotic fantasy; and this descrip- 
tion will be full of verbs and adjectives and even material 
that almost defies words. You may have to show it with your 
hands. Labels, every one of them, should be saved strictly 
for protest signs and sandwich boards. 


Vil. Kill envy with erotic kindness. 


Envy will wrap around you like a vise —~ and in its grip you 
will fear that you will lose, that you don’t have a chance. 
You will circle the ones whose lives you covet, hexing them 
or vexing yourself, but you won't touch the fire in the 
middle. 


See “Erotic Manifesto” (p.34) 
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“Erotic Manifesto” (from p.33) 


Envy needs an un- -Convention to vanquish i its tenacity. ‘The 
opposite of envy isn’t carelessness, it's compassion, and we 
need to cherish it. Instead of feeling smug or angry in your 
envy, you can start tasting your own fear. Only gentleness 
and forgiveness will allow that frightful taste to dissolve. 
Why can't we tell people how we really feel about sex? Why 
can't we consider our erotic imagination? = not because 
someone else has possession of it. 
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Ui Claim your own fantasy life. 
Write it all dawn, every bit of it. 


Many people do not think they have Lutastes, or they 
believe their fantasies cannot be articulated. Others think 
their fantasy lives are so banal that it is easier to refer to a 
few generic descriptions. But whether you think you are 
fantasy-free or a walking stereotype of cheesy porn, if you 
actually recorded your aroused thoughts in detaut you would 
find you are neither. 


As my friend jade Morin says in The Prosi Mind, “Imagine 
yourself really wanting.to be sexually aroused-and for some 
reason you're not. Based on everything you know about your 
sexuality, : describe the fantasy that would be the very most 
sal to arouse you.” - | 7 


x, mai’ recipe for fantasy 
revelation. 


Masturbate. Tell yourself before you begin that you are 
going.to track your thoughts and remember. them, much as 
you might do before you go to bed, telling yourself that you 
want to remember your dreams. When you begin to get 
aroused, observe your —— without judgment or self- 
conscious comment. . 


Right after you orgasm, as if after a dream, reach for a pen 
and paper next to-you, and ‘write down‘ every. detail. you 
remember, Describe the climax of the fantasy — — not your 
body nécessarily — at the most intense point of your erotic 
thoughts. Once you have written a fantasy recipe, read it out 
loud and you will hear something that will surprise you ina 
most iuminating way. 


4. Describe a sexual experience you ‘ve 
never had. 


Imagine the fies, the physically impossible, the offensive, 
and the just plain surreal. Become an erotic mind traveler 
with great glee and boundless tolerance. Let yourself be 
infected with others’ sexual charisma — even if you'd never 
do what they do in a million years. Of course you wouldn’t! 
Erotic mimicry is hopeless — what's possible, and pleasur- 
able, ts appreciation and curiosity. 


If; you can’t empathize with sexual j inspiration from unpre- 
dictable sources, you are turning a deaf car-to your own 
imagination, and your creativity will suffer more than you 
can measure, 


XI. Decloak right in the middle of 
fucking. 
Expose yourself. Say out loud what you're thinking. 


For the longest time, I didn’t know that sex talk was an 
instant aphrodisiac. I would write about sex, I would speak 
publicly and most graphically ~— but in be, I would never 
voice a word of my fantasies. With longtime lovers, this 
became even more inexplicable, since I shared so many 
other things with them, private fears and embarrassments. 
How could saying my sexual wishes out loud be so catas- 
trophic, when they knew everything else? I was like one of 
those people who won't let her picture be taken. My erotic 
voice was my great secret, and I felt like my orgasm would 
be lost forever if I opened my trap. 


My friend Lisa Palac was the catalyst in coaxing my erotic 
voice box out of its hiding place. She produced a record 
called Cyéorgasm, an album of various people’s erotic stories. 
She asked to tape one of mine. I wasn’t to describe it as an 
Impartial observer — recording the “pillow talk” was aup- 
posed to-be-as hot as if-it were entirely private. |. : 


I closed -my-eyes in front of the mike, IJhad never:told.a 


story so vividly. At the end, I realized that my fantasy did 
not seem in the least eininasbed ve! | dete ces in ne Bact ft 
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that point, I guess you could say I was provoked into going 
home and giving nary Nas one every suinptiscd lover. 


I, Make your own pornography, 
accept no imitation. 


If you don't like siliat you see outs your window, the most sub- 


versive and substantive thing y you can do is to.make your own _ 


vision. Lf criticizing sex 1s so important, then where are our 
role models? Who do you think is going to make erotic 
expression meaningful to you if not vourscltt 


Write your own story, your own ie. pick: up ‘the camera. 
Stop arguing about what is erotic or. pornographic, and show 
me the transcendental sensation. Technology. has put the 
erotic power of any production into the hands of lovers — 
why not use it? ae 


XIII. Never apologize as a submissive. 


Forgiveness and humility are unusual and ‘welcome graces. 
We are more accustomed to subservience, helplessness, and 
swallowing bile, all under the guise of “T’m: sorry.” Genuine 
sorrow is a different emotion than being sorry-ful. The gift of 


taking responsibility is a bouquet, j it's the opposite. ofa thou-. - 
sand regrets. Don’t tell me you're sorry when you're angry, or 


when you're horny, or when you're indifferent. That’s a 
wound, not a realization. 


lV, — your children privacy, in all 
its aspects, nat just sexual. 


Our kids do not pdlorin: to us, as tempting as cine raight be to 
think, Our: memory that they came our of us‘is misleading 
because: ‘they 3 are not our words, our thoughts, or our waste. 
They have their own imaginations that we neither create nor 
undo; they live in our house, but they have their.own world. 


We can respect and admire their world by giving them privay: 
cy, tolerance, an appreciation for our: own bodies, and a great 


feeling of love beyond possession. 


VU. Expose your r by to the sensu- 
‘Us & elements. 


| Awpectise Soke. as ek of rain to winter sun to twi-.” 
“light -humidity. Firelight, candiclight, spotlights, light of. all 
ae nee Dies ce s skin, their face, their ee their hair 8 
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around your i Bbwers Baby s skin, aa leew eld ‘seople Ss 


skin. Large balls ‘of softness, and edges that might be too 


sharp. Things that melt-in your mouth and your, hands, 


Anything that —_ Its alll pure balm. 


KU. Assume everyone is sexual. 


Tos imagine otherwise js one of the most se profound and d igno- 
rant forms of. discrimination. : 


Your momma is sexual 
“Your great- grandma who you never even knew, 
Her husband, too eae ‘ie < 
: Your: precious, baby, and every other | precious baby, ; 
‘That twisted-up j guy in’a wheelchair, : 
The thirteen-year-old with thick aes and 
orthopedic shoes, - 2 ce ing 
The incredibly homely | person t that you nerossed the 
street to Bet’ away from, ..""* 


Weird anorexic supermodel, too gee = 4 


Anyone you don’t desire, 


and anyone you) ve ever pa on a a pedestal. 


EVERYONE, E.. ee ke 








“og usié Bright i is the author and sire of ma more phen a ieee hake inelud- 
ling ‘The Best American Erotica. series, the’ first. three. editions of 

ie -Herotica, Sexwise, and The Sexual State of the: ‘Union: She bas writ- 
ten Le, Esquire, Playboy, the Village: Voice, the New York Times 


wet ae 


book, Fall Esporte - i 999: pp Menpercolliee-N New hie ee 








*. feuny, salon, ae) She lectures and performs at theaters and universities — 
no nationwide and, rea: lives i in Northern Cal; lifornia. Od ee 


; “Rell Vein Oy E; rotic Ma an nifeite? B rene fom Ms. Bright: latest at S ee 
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os ciog . B ower Shanghai, he did and dias port s section, pulsing 


-slow and steady with a red black red black red black rhythm 


: a. lof ‘cheap neon and fractured laser light. Inside, up there 


a S in that flat, it was a silent optical backbeat for the two of 





- One of asein sat on a black futon couch, watching, just watch- 
ings: Her. ID called her Ms. Hakata, and the register kept the 
"a illusion poing. Val hadn't been told what to call ‘her, so she 
_. stood there in front of the futon § in the red black red black neon 
ge pulse ; and didn’ t move. 


"Get rid of thai," Cox said, waving a loving THC tik tip 
*S i Valls direction. ae : 


; Pionah Val’ § ‘debdies raincoat els on: ee Anes The t ten- 
~ sion avoided artistic metaphors of dull cocoons. Val stood in 
| front: ‘of her client, in front of the obviously unfriendly Cox, 
ee ue: simple! black number: plain cotton dress, short: enough to 

“oshow: smooth knees, good calves, sleeves short enough for 
a creamy: ‘upper arnis, neckline low enough t to ew that they 

ie : were really that big... . 7 


a And a single org latex le 
- — "An d that ~ i” a 5 . 3 She 


The d seaple b black dec landed on the tami wit het same esl 
drop, and Val stood there in lingerie glory:-black: lace’ push- 
AAD pushing“up same, creamy as those upper arms, 38-some- 


cs rn dea ka —_ and the one ‘thing y ~~ don’ t 


LUISTRATIONS BE JUBA RALAMKA 


: . ro ee eee toe 
a ee ee ee 


iPinss See ogee 
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bring with you to a high-class playroom in the dark shadows 
of Shanghai is a tape measure. Upper 30s, just as Cox had 
ordered. When you have the yen, you get what you want. 


Silk panties, basic but fem enough for thar little pad of tissue 
to show. Garter belt. Very fem, but on those hips i it worked. 
Riding low and tight (but not cutting, no wire through 
cheese), but the legs were the very best, Fine as ‘something 
that had walked out of some museum somewhere. The hose’. 
were silk and fine, but were nothing but rable and shadows 7 
on those perfect pins. 


Cox was a leg lady. Picked it up somewhere, and enjoyed it 
too fucking much. The tits, she'd typed into. the datanet, to _ 
the Theatre, had to be ipa pmearae st but: the: eee | 
ah, those legs had to be fine. 


Yeah, you get your yen's worth And she had ! spent 3 noah - 8 
on this. Money well worth it, a) a ee A 


"And that — 


The name of the game, Cio shotght = = Sanit everyone ick 


_ it, from the Theatre and its huge client-base and talent scouts”? S : oe 


to little Val here and the hotel manager ‘to: ia ae who 
knew the business ~~ was.to Get The: Client OF. Se 


The bra dropped. Vall $. tits didn’ t. “Ab, on ey. didn’ t ae 
there like some kind of silicone joke, either: They. sagged j uae 
enough for Cox's trained gaze to determine i it-was a good job, 





See “Fully A Accessorized” ” ne. 30) 
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“Fully Accessorized” (from p.37) 


at least. Ah, but pretty, pretty, pretty. Cox was in a simple 
black kimono — simple in its expensive silk and basic style. 
Nothing to get in her way as she spread her own legs just 
enough to not appear too hungry. This was about control, 
The game was to Get Vai Of but it wouldn’t do to have it 
happen while the property smiled at her own dripping 
cunt/mouth. Cox ran a finger from cunt mouth to clit and 
stopped and pressed — 


"And that thing — * 


Shaved. Val was heavy in a sex kitten kind of way — just 
enough for smooth curves and gentle slopes. Not fat, not that 
far, but not the bones and ligaments that Cox had twisted in 
her own body from running, dealing, scoring and 
heavy/heavy celebrations. Val's body was milk-fed, a pam- 
pered machine engineered and scalpeled to hit the require- 
ments: hard fine legs, baby-smooth-yet-taut stomach, tits 
that lifted high and fine and big enough and hard enough to 
play with but not things that would fall into her armpits when 
you finally got her down on the bed. 


"Okay," Cox said, “now that —" waving towards the single 
right glove, It came sleooowly off — an inchworm of hot, 
aticky latex, the one piece of the outfit that definitely didn't 
belong ~~ and so had to come off. Inchworm, inchworm of 
soft, pale skin. 


ox watched the degloving with glued attention, 
eyes never leaving the act, the arm, As she sat, 
= engrossed, one of her own, harder, tallused, 
hands dropped down to her crotch. Kneading, she 
watched. Working her own hand in, and onto her 
clit, she watched the glove. 


Pale flesh, then the pink plastic gasket ring of a Mitsubishi 
implant. High quality. Wet-pussy, state-of-the-art: no 
Korean polymers, no French stainless. Cox had asked for, and 
gotten, a fuckin’ Mitsubishi. 


The hand was a fine-tooled example of the marriage in har- 
mony of the best in Japanese prostheses and aesthetics, It was 
fine teak, polished smoother than the hand it had replaced, 
set with matte-black joints, cables with undulating polymer 
cords. Cox knew that it was telling Val all a real hand would 
have — the freckles of sensory nipples and the compound 
microfibers that ran through the teak like veins were a sign of 
someone who hadn't just sold their right arm for an arm. Val 
had sold her right arm for something far better. 





Insert slightly embarrassing moment here: Cox flexed her 
long, hard body up to get a twist of the kimono out of the 
crack of her ass, Bottomless, she spread her columnar legs 
and made a quick, flighty gesture with her own mere-flesh- 
and-mere-blood right hand "— put 'er there —" 


Val smiled a geisha smile, as cool as the hand she latexed with 
a surgical glove, as cool as the quick squirt of Adventure 
Lube? she spurted into the gloved Japanesque hand. 


And then the little girl knelt down in front of the big girl, an 
act that could never be called embarrassing or clumsy. It was 
part of the strip, part of the act, part of fucking. It was a 
never-touch foreplay that started with Val standing on her 
heels and looking down, geisha cold, and sinuously gliding 
down to a hot squat before the rocky Cox. 


With her cold hand, she parted Cox's shaved lips. Cox moved 
a bit here, to comfort herself, to ease her worker's body into 
the birthing, fist-fucking, position. She spread 'em wide and 
watched Val's frozen smile as she eased one, then two, then 
three, into Cox’s warm, hot, hotter, fucking, steaming, cunt. 


Inside, back and forth. Inside, hot and foaming with cunt juice. 
This was what the customer wanted; this was what the cus- 
tomer ordered. Cox's cunt was used to this, and with a twist, 
and a swing wide of strong worker legs, she... just... simply... 
opened up. Give Val credit, she knew that hand, that Japan 
tech prosthesis — she knew the insides of a woman, knew the 
architecture. She drove the warm, carved wood into Cox. 


Inside, gloved by Cox’s cunt. Val sat there for a while, 
watching Cox's face as Val eased her pointed fingers into a 
thumb-grabbed fist. It was a precise working of precise 
machine into the cunt, and Val did it with the taste of a 
microsurgeon, the breath of a midwife. Gradually, Cox 
moved herself onto the hand, that fine fucking machine, she 
started to ride and churn her pussy around the hand. Val 
knew the fuck, knew this was the love of this kind of fist- 
fuck, this was the glory of it. This was getting able to fuck 
that glorious Porsche or BMW. This was getting behind the 
wheel of a glorious piece of engineering and riding the 
gearshift until orgasm rounded the fucking bend. 


The deep come, the cunt come, was hard and pressed. It 
squeezed down on the Mitsubishi prosthesis like a hot hand- 
shake. It was a quickie, true. It was sudden, true. But it was 
only the first dip in the tango. 


Slowly, Val let Cox push the Mitsubishi out. Easy, designed 
that way, @ fist engineered for fisting: a fist made with the 
smooth precision of a Swiss — excuse — Japanese watch, and 
it collapsed down into almost nothing at all with the same 
single-~mindedness of design. 


A breather in the action: Val removed the glove from her 
hand. Cox took a sip of water from a black plastic tumbler. 
Val stood at rest. Cox moved next to the sofa, to a small, 
black nylon bag. 


"You're what I asked for, right?” Cox. 


"Yes, Sir," Val said. 
See “Fully Accessorized” (p.40) 
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“Fully Accessorized” (from p.38) 
“You've got all I asked for, right?" 


"Yes, Sir." 
"Take it out then.” 















al did. Bigger than maybe the panties oe : . ty 
could have hidden. Maybe some kind of new Gyo. aN i " ai 
special effect, something that inflated from teas ey : EA pe 
small enough to make a perfectly bulgeless gS Haare, aaa 


panty. Looked meaty enough, though, 
and long enough but not so long as to look like a 
prop, or a bad leatherman fantasy: not Tom of 
Finland, but Val of Shanghai. It was a good seven 
inches of curving dick, and it was all Cox had asked 
for — long enough to use, without being a waste. 


"Play with it. Make it hard.” 


The point of it, really. The Mitsubishi. After a quick 
bow and grab at a tube of lube, the turned wood and fine 
electronics started to work it, pulling it like taffy to start. 
As blood did what blood will do, it started to become 
torpid, then engorged, and then ramrod-fucking-hard 
in the streetlight glare from beyond the windows. 


"Good girl,” Cox said, playing with her pussy in a lazy, 
distracted kind of way. 


Val’s cock was getting hard now. It was stretching and * ‘~ 
reaching up — bending in that special way that good oe a ; ; 
cocks get when do they get very hard. In the flashing tte oer 
red black red black red black of Shanghai, little Val with ON: ae ane 
the big pretty tits got her cock all hard and gleaming a ae 

in the flicker. a 


"Work it good, now. Work it good —" Cox said. 


— and Val did just that. Did it with a spit of lube and 
an off-the-shelf right hand. Her cock was a gleaming (EMaa! a Boc4 | ae ! | 
pole in that flicker, all for the joy of Cox, all for the cs 3s ‘ay afta: 


hungry eyes of Cox. Those eyes and that same gleam- i a 
ing pussy, legs spread wide and inviting. The customer a oi i 
stroked her cock and watched the hungry cunt of Cox, ‘ ae ne 
watched as she rubbed the little nib of her clit and . Sa e ae) 


watched Val stroke her cock. 





= 


"Good... and... hard—" Cox said in a breathy, husky 
voice, and Val, who had the genes for the cock but not 
for those tits, knew from a long time of being with 


those tits and others in these situations, knew that Cox sa 
had come as her eyes dimmed in that inward pulse — zi 
"— not you,” Cox said, just as Val was going to. But Les 
Val was a good girl — she was — and instantly stopped tie 
ne 


stroking her cock. It wasn't easy to stop dead still. But 
she was a good customer, a good girl and she did. There 


LL 





(please, hope, please, hope) was something better, even 
better, coming next. 


Cox was digging in and churning up her bag, looking for some- 
thing amid modules, Boards, clips, insulated canisters with a 
yellow eye that read Biohazard: Biotech Specimens until — 
"Ah!" — she came out with a cock maybe just a wee bit 


smalier than Val's. 


"Show me where you want it," Cox said to the customer. Ah, 
what a choice, what a decision: to wrap tongue or spread 
cheeks? Not much of a choice, really — even though Val was 
drooling with a need to come, it was her asshole that really 
wanted this piece of cyberneticized cock. Wanted it in deep 
and hard and fast — damnit, now! 


Her mouth was watering, and if it could, so would her 
asshole. The cork was out and the words, at the thought of 
that state-of-the-art cock in her aching asshole: "Come on, I 
want it! Come on, come on! Please, Mistress, Mommy, 
please | want it bad, f want it deep, I want it hard, I want to 
taste it all the way through me. Please, please, please! 
Mommy, God, [ need it so bad, right fucking now —” 


Cox was deep in the ritual of preparing to fuck. Off came her 
bunched and binding kimono, out came the tube of 
Adventure Lube™ and with it she bathed the cock, the fuck- 
ing bit of tech, the silicone — all warm and soft and just fuck- 
ing right for fucking. It was a perfect piece for this perfect 
piece: a nine-inch beauty of sculpted penis-ness. 
I\ end was the gripper, the rings of the internals of 
it, the faint glimmer of surgical sensors and motor 
grippers, and the hilt that separated it from the sculprured 
cock. Between the gripping root and the lovely shaft and 
head, the ring was covered with even more sensors and 
motors and a flicker, and all that just-right stuff that would 


fit ~— and did! — so perfectly with plastic neatness around 
Cox's hot, fucking hot, clit. 


ot a cock, not a penis, no, no, no, it was a wom- 
an's dick, an asshole's dick. It was fine and turned 
and formed just to be a fucking machine. One 


The gripper went in, the sensors and flickers fitted right over 
her throbbing little penis, and Cox was ready to fuck — 


— as was little Val, just what she'd asked for. Just what she'd 
ordered, just what she needed. 


Snapping on a glove, Cox moved behind the panting Val. 
Kneeling, Cox gripped those nice hips, circled Val's little 
fuck-hole with a shiny finger, drawing and testing and touch- 
ing until her asshole just reached up and grabbed her finger, 
sucking at it ike a hungry mouth. 


"Fucking ready —" Cox said, as Val said the same. Val moved 
back and arching, trying to swallow Cox's cock. 


Issue #21 2000 


“Hungry bitch —" Cox said, almost pulling back with a nice 
bite of Top, of Bitch, of Cunt, of all-around meanness, but 
the cock felt too good inside her and the buzzers and stimu- 
lators and hummers and flickers against her clit and the neu- 
rofibulator inside her aching cunt was just too good for her 
and for her role. She fucked and kept on fucking, slapping 
her strong thighs against Val's so-soft thighs, slapping and 
slucking (no other word} the music of a good, hefty ass fuck, 
the fuck of an asshole so ready and eager and swallowingly 


hungry. 


Val arched and screamed and bucked and pushed against the 
pushing and moaning Cox. Covertly, because she really need- 
ed to and because she wanted to come now more than any- 
thing in the whole damned planet, Val was yanking her own 
cock. She was twisting and pulling; starting to feel the come 
make its hard way up through her dick and through her ass- 


hole into her mouth — 


And found an echo in Cox. Yeah, it was nothing anyone would 
believe, but, fuck, as they both would say after for sometime, it 
was what Sad to happen, what really did happen — 


— and Val’s legs gave out and she grunted to the floor on top 
of her aching cock (so good she didn't notice the pain from 
the other drugs of happiness in her system), the weight of 
Cox on top of her — also aching, also twitching the hi-tech 
dick out of her aching asshole and onto the bunched and torn 
tami mats. 


Vibrating, humming, pause. 


They got up, kissed and more kissed, smiled and more 
smiled, and got dressed, touching and kissing as they did, 
knowing that this wasn’t the last time, that all they had to do 
was dial in, and klickity-clack on a terminal. 


They were done, done, done, and done, too. When and if 
they compared notes (maybe) and realized (maybe) that 
they'd both paid, they'd both been submissive client to the 
dominant client. They'd been done, all right... 


But then they were also fully cooked and smiling. If it was 
really good, who cared who paid? 


M. Caristian has published more than 100 stories and articles for such 
books and magazines as Best Gay Erotica, Best American Erotica, 
Friction, The Mammoth Book of Short Erotic Novels, Desires, 
Erotic New Orleans, Unlimited Desires: An International 
Anthology of Bisexual Erotica, Quickies 2 and many, many others. 
He bas also edited the five anthologies Eros Ex Machina, Midsummer 
Night's Dreams, Guilty Pleasures, Rough Stuff (with Simon 
Sheppard) and The Burning Pen. A collection of his short fiction, Dirty 
Words, twill be out later this year from Alysen Books, 


“Fully Accessorized, Baby” was first published in Genderfiex 
(1996, Circlet Press). 
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Our Heroes: 





art by julia Keel 


Ray, whose world has opened up to all sorts of possibilities since he started dating... 
Erika, a bisexual babe who suspects that the poems she’s hearing are actually about her as fantasized by... 


* Barbara, a janitor by night, poet by day, who’ s taking advantage of a blackout to say things only one person’ s guessed... 


Vic, the FtM security guard who just had a hot-and-heavy avocado-laden fling with Ray, which was orchestrated ste 
Valerie, editor of Queer Central, who isn’ t gloating about her matchmaking skills since she’s run into... an ae 


Jane, Erika’ s (and Valerie’ s) neurotically vengeful ex-lover, 





6G é ms ga pgith a guy and everything! How could Enka be 

pee so tacky? And why did she have to kiss him in 
i 4! front of the whole audience?” Jane moaned, 
Kote to get as much sympathy from Valerie as possible. 


“Daman it!” 







“Wait a minute — did you say Erika?” 


“Yeah, Erika. You know, the woman I dated for the last four 
years!” 


God, Jane can be such a bitch sometimes. Does she really need fo 


remind me-about the woman she dumped me for? Valerie had 
more or less forgiven Jane, and in fact had eventually grown 


really was. . 


“— just wondering what her a is.” 


brown eyes, nice in a kind of low-salary, , eta. 
GQ-ish kinda way.” ee 


That sounded like Ray alf right. 


“So he wasn't just talking about _ 
some drag queen he picked 

up, ‘Val mused, “He really: was" 
going out with a woman.” She | 
was beginning to understand — 2 
why Ray :had been so vague ~. 4 7 A PAAY 
about his plans. . a f wien os BN 


“He? He who?” . 


“Ray, my gossip columnist, - 
thar’s who!” A bisexual 





issue #21 2000 . 2... 
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gossip columnist... fhat’s twice as much banging for your buck, 
Val thought, already beginning to calculate the advantages of 


this new development. 


Jane sat bolt upright, cut short in mid-whimper. “You know 
that guy?” 


“Know him? I set him up on a... date... of sorts with my 
ex, Vic.” 


“First Jane, ‘now you, too? Is every dyke I know defecting to 


men?” Jane held her arm to her face in only slightly joking 
horror... 


grateful to Erika when she began to realize how: neurotic Jane: » ’ “Well, hes wasn ' rex a Bey back then.” 


fi oe Ee ()“Hmmm..: wonder z Etika knows about that?” Jane got an 
“What did the uy look like?” she asked, adding auch, : 


evil glint i in her eye. and started to rise. 


ee | Now Walt a dinule® Val daxighe Jane’ s sleeve and yanked her 
Jane smirked, “He was real desde ‘Tali, brown hai, re 7 


around: to face her once more. “I’m only going 
to say this once don’t go screwing things 
up for Ray j ie because he has a date with 


your a 


Jane rolled fer Ves, then composed 
he herself. “Sure, Val. 
Anything you. say. 
Gotta run!” Extric- 
ating her shirt from 
y _Val's grasp, she hurried 

f out the-door, 


Watching her depart, 
Valerie realized that she'd 


said: too much. Jane was the 


| see “Dear jane” sil 
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Dear jane (from p.43) 

kind of person who'd do whatever she pleased with that 
information. Well, Ray was tough enough to handle anything 
Jane could throw at him... and if he was dating Jane’s ex, 
then the two of them would be more than enough, 


A bisexual gossip columnist — that definitely had possibili- 

ties. Val turned her attention back to her drink and next 

week's issues. Ray could keep his woman... but she was def- 

initely going to razz him on Monday. After all, he was sup- 

posed to be finding gossip to report about, not turning into 
the subject of it himself! 


* * © 


‘Let my virgin heart watch the 
moonbeams cast shadows on your 
skin through venetian blinds.” 


Vic had managed to unplug the amp 

before any flames erupted, then told Barbara 
to start reading, pretending the sudden darkness was an 
intentional effect. A solitary emergency light cast a soft glow 
over the front of the stage. 


Intentional or not, Erika had to agree that the effect 
worked. It was hard to believe this evening-gowned, 
soft-voiced siren was the same shy, overalls-clad 
janitor who took Erika’s trash out. She’d 
become pretty turned on by emia 
Barbara’s words, and suspected 

that she herself had had some- Se ae 
thing to do with that last | 
poem... or maybe that 
was just wishful think- 
ing. 


Meanwhile, Ray had 
limped off to find a 
mop and help Vic, 
deal with the cir- i 


cuit breakers — %j , 
and maybe get 4" | 
a few more bits AM 
of gossip for his 

column. 

Ray was glad to have a little 
time alone with Vic. Not only was he glad to see him, 


but he also had a few questions he wanted answered. Starti ng 
with... “So Vic, did you know I was dating Erika when —>” 


“Well, I'd seen you with her the night Barbara got hurt, but 
I didn't really wonder what was going on,” Vic responded. 
“Are you upset about it?” 


“Not really,” Ray answered, a little too quickly. 

























The awkward silence hung between them for a second. 
“I didn’t exactly plan our little get-together, you know,” said Ray. 


“That's true. It was really more Val’s idea to begin with — not 
that I didn’t like it.” Vic smiled up at Ray, and after another 
awkward moment they leaned into a kiss. 


“That's good,” Ray said with a grin. “I'd hate to think I was 
the only one who had fun.” 


Vic slid his arm around Ray’s waist, and after a few more kiss- 
es in the dark, the two walked on in a more comfortable 
silence until they found the circuit breakers. 


“That's another question,” Vic mused as he pored over the 
circuit breakers. “Why did Val set me up with you if she knew 
about Erika?” 


“That one I can answer,” Ray said, taking advantage of the 
fact that he held the flashlight to lean in closely behind Vic. 
“Val didn’t know about Erika — at least, not until today. 
We've only been going out for a couple of weeks, and I 
wasn't sure how she’d take it.” 


Vic grinned. “I know what you mean — I felt the same way 

after I became a boy.” Scanning over the last row of breakers, 

he said, “I think that’s got it. Go give Barbara the heads up 

and send one of the other stagehands back here to flip the 
lights on once she’s finished.” 


i, s he trotted back toward 

Phe A.- stage, Ray gave the 

™ wave to Barbara and set- 

tled down backstage to hear her 

final piece. Taking the cue, 

Barbara finished up her set to 

a blaze of applause and 
stage lights. 


As the lights went up in 
the house, Ray saw Vic stand- 
ing near Erika, talking quietly 
with her. 


As Barbara came off stage, the secu- 
rity guard intercepted her with con- 
gratulations, leaving Ray just a second to 
ask Erika what the two had been talking 
about. 


“Oh, just doing a little catching up,” Erika said, her eyes 
dancing between Ray and Barbara. “I'll fill you in later.” 


A few seconds later, Vic reappeared with Barbara in tow and 


said, “Hey guys — wanna celebrate with the after-show party 


later on?” 
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Just as Ray opened his mouth to 
speak, lan McMacMannus and 
Fag Haggis returned for their 
second set. Within a few 
minutes, Erika was getting 
into the music and dancing 
around a little bit. Ray thought 
about joining her on the dance 
floor, but a twinge in his back made 
him reconsider. However, unless he'd misjudged some of 
the looks he’d seen exchanged this evening... 







He looked back at Erika and smiled. “These guys rock!” 


She grinned back, bouncing from foot to foot in time to 
the beat. “Definitely. | know your back ts too sore to 
dance, but would you mind staying a bit longer to hear the 
set?” 


He shook his head. “Not at all. Matter of fact, I've got a bet- 
ter idea — why don’t you ask Barbara to dance?” 


That time, Erika smiled really big at Ray, then leaned over to 
kiss him forcefully. “Thanks!” She didn’t even wait to ask 
Barbara to dance — just grabbed her hand and led her out to 
where the audience was dancing. 


When the fast tunes were done, lan McMacMannus got up 
and said, “We'd like to end the evening a little differently 
tonight, by slowing things down a bit and asking our MC 
Vic to come up and sing a tune we've been workingon 4 
together. It's a beautiful love ballad that Victor 
wrote, and we hope you like it.” 


Vic gave a shy smile to all three of them as he passed 


by their stunned faces on his way up to the mic. As the 
band started to play, Vic's voice broke out in a clear tenor. 
When he was done, there were loud cheers and guffaws from 












the audience. It was a great boost to his ego — he'd been 
afraid he’d lose his singing ability once his voice started to 
change. 


Finally, after Vic had closed the show with the usual thank- 
yous, good nights, and pleas for donating money, Ray, Erika 
and Barbara met him on-stage to help Fag Haggis shut 
down. As it turned out, the after-show party 
was being help back at the band’s ware- 
house studio, the live/work space the 
band used to practice in. “There’s lots 0 
space to lounge around in and drink a 
few brews.” 


Vic turned to the group. “Well, what do 
you say?” 


“Well, now that the show’s over I’m officially off the 
clock,” Ray said. “If Erika’s up for it — and I dont have to 


take part in any more stage shows — I'm in.” 
Erika beamed and said, “That makes two of us!” 


Vic looked at Barbara. “And what about you?” He offered her 
his arm. “The night’s still young...” 


“Well...” Barbara was a little reticent — after all, Erika was 

with Ray, and she didn’t know Vic all that well, but — She 
looked over at Erika, who smiled widely, melting 

Barbara's uncertainty into assent. 

“Umm, yeah, sure...” she looked away shyly, 

blushing a little self-consciously. 


What is Vic cooking up? Ray wondered. 


What indeed? Stay tuned for next issue's episode and find out! 
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We're looking for a few good bisexuals to join 


ANYTHING ‘THAT MOVES | 


We're looking for local and long-distance staff to belp produce our magazine (everything from 
| editing lo desktop publishing to business management) and to plan queer communily events, 
| including dances, readings, art shows, and booths at SF Pride and tbe Folsom Street Farr. 


Sound interesting? Then drop us a line at (415) 626-5069 
or email us at info@anythingthatmoves.com. 
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Dear Uncle Bil! ~ 


i'm at the end of my rope, My husband of three 
years and I have always had a somewhat 
Sparse sex life, but it has been over a year since 
we have had sexual intimacy of any kind 


We are both bisexual. Recently, at First by | 


it's No, 70, no. 


accident, I discovered and confirmed that 
be has been downloading reams of gay 


porn images diterally as soon as my back ts - 
furned — when I’m asleep, when I'm on 


the phone, and when Pm out. Early in our 
dating relationship, I told him that I did- 


n't mund bis viewing these imapes.at all 


in fact, I found it rather sexy of him and 


wanted to look at them, too. However, he 
swore up and dawn it wasn't the sexiness 
of tt, just a form of entertainment, aesthet- 


ic appreciation... blab, blah, blab. And» 


then be vowed he wouldnt do it anymore 


since if obviously upset me, which it didn't - 


at all, but be insisted that I had the Wrong 
idea, that I shouldn't get upset, and so on. 


He dutifully dumped out the “offending” - 
Amages, ind that was the last I'd heard or : 


seen of his collection. 


In the meantime, our sex isfe dwindled to 


nothing. I asked hint time and again if he , 
wasn't happy with me, with the marriage. 
Hed insist be was happy, that at was. 
himself he couldn't stand — that he was get 


fing older and heavier (he's 34, I'm 24), and 
that be ts turned off by himself to the point 
where he can't fathom sex of any hind So I 
accepted that and have tried to show him 
affection in non-sexual ways he could handle. 
Still, from time to time, I enjoy looking at 
and reading erotica myself, and I do so 
openly. Every time he’s seen me doing this, 
he's responded with disdain for the “smut” 
I was viewing, and accused me of being 
‘horny all the time,” as if that were the 
height of bad taste. Now I discover that 
he's been boarding “smut” all alon 2 
dt broughout the relationship I've out-and- 
out asked him if he's'gay, would he rather 
be With a man, does hé want out. Always 


LT don’t know what to think anymore. ri 
admit I'm not fulfilled by the relationship. — 


+ 


- Moreover, I’m getting tired of feeling 
guilty jor having sexual feelings at all. In 
other respects, he and I get along famously, 
Gut it feels like Pm living with m sy broth- 
“er. What's going on here? I feel crazy. He- 
calls me adversarial and pushy whenever I 
want to talk to bim about the intimacy _ 
"stale of our relationship. Am I? After all, I | 
_ did snoop on him. But, but...? 


Bettina 


- Bettina — 


As long as your husband is unwilling to 


deal with his repressed sexuality and his“ 


poor self-image, he is not going to be 


Worriedly, 





Advice from Untle Bill &S Auntie Anarea 


niently avoids dealing with his sexual 
shame and self-doubt. Likewise, his 
assertion that you are “upset” by his 
downloading gay porn is his way of 
avoiding dealing with what he perceives 
as his “weakness.” In the meantime, he 
has been obsessively downloading sexu- 
al images of men. He is being dishon- 
est with both of you, 


You say that in other ways, your rela- 
tionship is fine, but how can it be so? 
You say you're not fulfilled. Part of the 
problem here is that you are both com- 
partmentalizing sexuality rather than 
experiencing it as an integrated part of 
a vital and complete marriage. While 
sexual relations are not mandatory for 
happiness in every marriage, in your 
case it 1s a sore spot. Your husband is 
aware of your frustration, even if he 


| “doesn’t acknowledge it. J find it hard to 
believe that this uneasy, unresolved dis- 


connection does not seep into other 
aspects of your relationship. 


Your husband has feelings of sexual inad-- 


equacy. Fis puritanitsm and homophobia 


“certainly don’t help matters. Maybe his 
‘collection is a desperate attempt to 


_ happy with him. Calling you “adversar- 
ial and pushy” is his way’ of proje cting 
his unhappiness onto you and conve- 


1 
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recapture a piece of what Ke experiences 2 as 


his fleeting. sexuality. Te’s a: convenient, 
Catch-22; by-allowing. himself: to: goto: ° 
seed (and itis a choice!), he doesn’ t ‘have to 


put himself on the line sexually. If there's 
no hope of sexual fulfillment, then he can 


go further to seed, all the while making ; 


hirnself unattractive to you or any potential 
male partners. He can then justify being 
alone with his pom images. 


This dreadful situation is not going :to 


improve on its own, and your. hubby's. 


pretending it doesn't exist is not. going to 
make it go away. Do you know how many 
men in his situation would kill for a wife 
as understanding and supportive of his 
sexuality as you have been? I think he's 
setting you up for a fal! — he can blame 
the failed marriage on how “upset” you 
are with his sexuality, and how “demand- 
ing” you are of him sexually. 


Both of you need to talk about this witha - 


third party, and soon, If your husband can | social identity based upon sexual behavior 


come to terms with his homosexuality, 
there might be hope for this marriage. 


Hf he really loves you, then he is con- 
cerned for your happiness. In my opinion, — 


your happiness requires that you talk 


about these issues jointly with a counselor - 


present. It will probably take a while for 
him to open up, so be patient, but insist 
that you both go. Unless he is willing to 
deal with this in an open, honest way, I 
fear that your sexual relationship, and 
ultimately your marriage, are doomed. 


- Uncle Bill 


Dear Auntie Andrea — 


Much as I'd like to come out as bi, find the 
movements emphasis on “sex-positrursm” $0 


intimidating that it always scares me off, | 
My own traumatic experiences have lefi me. 


with decidedly mixed feelings about sex, 
and I don't want to have to pretend other- 
ause just se 1 can belong. (Hey, isn't being 


Jor diversity, as long as I get included, too. Or 


am if pe pena i the whole ae 


Dave SG Neil 


"bisexual community. ‘However, ¥ we are not a 
> the ultimate ‘repository of the definition of 


—-"<the'word “bisexual,” or for that matter, the: 
Salas _ 


§ ex-Neutral | 


gals awho - ‘happen ° to ‘have ‘access to a 


term “sex-positive.” We're a small, some- 
what radical group of self-professed | bisex- 


., ' Printing press, and much as we try to pre- 


Wow, you just said a mouthful! In order 


to even begin to answer this question, ! 
need some sort of general operating defi- 
nition for “sex-positive,” and I’m not sure 
that a common one exists. It’s an amor- 
phous term, with its exact meaning vary- 
ing depending upon the context in which 


“it is used, as is 1ts opposite, “sex-negative.” 


_At its most general, though, “sex~positive” 
is usually assigned to a school of thought 
that believes people have the night to love 


whom they please, and that the kind of sex 


consenting adults enjoy should not be 2 
justification for any kind of socio-political 
discrimination against those persons. 
Many folks don’t like the idea of defining 


at all, and some use “sex-positive” ora 
similar: term instead .of BGLTeityle 
labels. Nowhere, however, should a “sex- 
positive. attitude make it mandatory for 
anyone to do anything they don’t want to 
do. Just as being bisexual doesn’t mean 


that you have to be dating both a man and 
-a-woman at. the same time —— or that you 


even want to —.a | “sex-positive” outlook 


_ does not mandate that ans engage In Revery, 


activity conceivable. 


= The oft caigied flip: ‘ide to ‘see ahi 


is :that°-with: every, right to say “yes” 

comes also the right to say “no.” Even 
so-called “sex-positive” evangelicals for-~ 
get to mention this sometimes, myself 
included. It’s inevitable that when one 


person says, “I finally broke through my 
- fear and repression and did <activity>,” a 


listener will wonder, “But 1 wouldn't 
want. to do that — is s/he suggesting 
that I’m repressed?” Depending on how 
things are worded, there could be a very 


| unpleasant. misuacestanding: 


yourself the whole point of coming out?) — 


Any suggestions about how I might finesse 


this situation? -Or do ‘you ‘subscribe to the 


same “jex~positive ” philosophy yourselves, 


and recommend I do the same? It's fine with — 
me if athers go the rab-rab-sex route: I'm all 


issue #212000 ~~ 


“We at Anything That Moves; no ode 


play apart in this. Our mandate, as Pprint- 


"sent as many voices from our community 


as possible, we certainly don’t speak for all 
of them. I'd hazard a guess that there are 
actually millions of people who live out. 
bisexual lives every day and never feel the 
need to be public or political about it, peo- 
ple who do not want to.be in more than 
one relationship at 4 time, etc., and are 
perfectly happy with that. I'd bet this is an 
extremely large, and under-served, chunk 
of the “bisexual community,” if you could 


ever fet an accurate census thereof. 


To sum it up, ] don’t think you're mis- 
reading anything, so much as seeing a 
subtextual slight that may actually be 
there but isn’t really intended, com- 
pounded by the realities of the alterna- 
tive press in the late 1990s/early 2000s. 
As for coming out as bisexual, if you feel 
yourself to be so and wish to let those 
around you know it, that's a whole sepa- 
rate issue. “Being bisexual,” (whatever 
that means) is defined by each of us, and 
your definition is as good as everyone 
else’s. 


The best “finesse job” I can come up 
with is to paraphrase what you said: “Tt’s 
fine with me what others do.” Then 
come out as yourself. 
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Three in Love: Ménages a Trois 
from Ancient to Modern Times 
by Barbara Foster, Michael Foster 

and Letha Hadady 

Harper Collins, 1997 

$25 hardcover 


Reviewed by Amy Conger 


This is a collection of short biographies reinterpreted without 
the typical monogamistic, heterosexist bias of American and 
European biography. As a collection it becomes a history of 
responsibly polyamorous, important people. It’s also an enter- 
taining read. 


The authors begin by making the important 
distinction between the healthy living 
arrangement known as a ménage 4 trois and 
the destructive, deceptive “love triangle”. 
Ostensibly, the emphasis of the material is 
on the grand tradition of the ménage a trois. 


The book is organized chronologically. It 
begins with Biblical times, during which 
attitudes and purposes of marriage and lin- 
eage were different than ours are today; sub- 
sequently, triads served different purposes as 
well. In Medieval and Renaissance Europe, 
most of the biographies follow the cavasiere 
serviente model, a common arrangement in 
which a married and landed woman, after 
having fulfilled her duty to provide an heir, 
would take a young male lover into the 
household with the knowledge, consent and 
sometimes blessing of her husband. 


This section moves slowly, but the book moves on into fasci- 
nating territory, including the love and sex lives of the 
Bloomsbury literary crowd, which spawned many different, 
ever-changing configurations of love and sex and many a 
painting, novel and play. Most of the book is a glimpse into 
the private worlds of prominent politicians, activists, artists, 
writers, thinkers, etc. from the 19th and 20th centuries. One 
can witness through this book the evolution of the concept of 
“free love” from being defined as the right to a non-arranged 
marriage based in love in Victorian times, to the avocation of 
total sexual and emotional freedom in contemporary times. 


The writing is friendly, anecdotal and a bit gossipy. The 
authors themselves are in a group relationship, although they 
don’t define it in the book. Knowing a bit more about the 
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authors would have been useful for understanding their 
meaning at times. Too often they make presumptuous, 
inaccurate declarations, such as “The ménage 4 trois... 
remains the last taboo.” 


These proclamations sometimes pushed my buttons, as it felt 
like the authors simply filled in segues and introductions with 
“everybody knows” kinds of myths. Usually it was some 
insulting psychological generalization that angered me, such 
as the “inherent” vampiric narcissism of artists. They also 
completely ignored some salient details, such as Eleanor 
Roosevelt's bisexuality. Hopefully, these things will be 
changed in the next edition. 


The book's largest fault is that the authors included many a sit- 
uation that didn’t qualify as a ménage a trois, but instead of 
widening their focus, they imposed a mule of 
threes on many of these relationships any- 
way. Most often, these were situations in 
which partners in a relationship simply had 
other lovers, rather than a triadic relation- 
ship or living arrangement. Sometimes the 
role of a fourth was diminished and defined 
as being ancillary to a threesome, although 
that fourth person was obviously important. 
This obsession with threes seems almost as 
arbitrary as our culture’s obsession with 
twos. 


I also questioned the relevance of some of 
the subjects, such as Percy Shelley and the 
Marquis de Sade, whose threesomes were 
described as “largely imaginary”. John F. 
Kennedy, Jr. was cheating and had a taste 
for three-way sex; he wasn’t in any sort of 
ongoing triadic relationship. Of course, this 
is not to imply that everyone in the book 
was honest and responsible in stable threes, or that they should 
they have been. 


At times, the authors examine ménages 4 trois between fic- 
tional people; this is somewhat interesting, but only especial- 
ly so when the characters were drawn from real life, such as 
those in Noél Coward’s plays. But then at times it feels like 
reaching; they have read a bit too much into Casdlanca, for 
example. 


Regardless of shortcomings, the authors have done well at 
representing the wide variation in human relationships. 
Though a more accurate title for this book might have been 
Multiple Partners of the Rich, White and Famous, portions of it 
are irreplaceable and so enlightening that I must recommend 
it, at the least, as an alternative biographical reference. 


The Bride Wore Black Leather 
(...And He Looked Fabulous!) 

An Etiquette Guide for the Rest of Us 
By Drew Campbell 


Greenery Press, 2000 
available April 2000 


Reviewed by Anne Kilipack 


If you've ever had a sticky manners question not covered by the 
standards — like “How do I address an invitation to a poly 
group?”, “How do I find out if he’s doing drag, or transition- 
ing?” or “How do I act around my former Master when I'm 
with my new one?” — you should read this book. If you're the 
kind of person who regards etiquette as an out- 

dated, inapplicable set of behavior rules that J 


should be replaced with honesty, openness, and [Wess 


self-affirmation, you need this book. If you're 
the sort who collects etiquette manuals, longs 
for the days when complete strangers weren't 
presumptuous enough to use your first name, 
and regards Judith Martin and Quentin Crisp 
as personal heroes, you'll really enjoy this book. 


Author Drew Campbell wrote The Bride Wore 
Black Leather for what he terms the “altsex” 
community — bi/gay/les/trans, fetish, leather, 
poly, BDSM, cross-dressing, et cetera, with 
forays into commonly overlapping groups such | 

as Paganism and the sex industry. To prepare 
for the book, Campbell asked his readers to 
submit questions on his Web site; from the 
overwhelming responses, he culled examples to 
illustrate the basic principles of good manners 
and how they still apply even in our “alternative” lives. 


Campbell is well-grounded in the ways of all the subcultures 
he addresses; he is also (writing as Christina Abernathy) the 
author of the well-regarded Miss Abernathy set of slave 
training manuals, and (as A. H. Dion) author of The Strap- 
On Book. In The Bride, he gives equal time and weight to 
“standard” etiquette topics, such as how to address invita- 
tions, and down-and-dirty queries that would make Emily 
Post blanch, like “How do I handle shit during (and after) 
anal sex?” 


In the chapter “Context is Everything”, Campbell discusses 
how etiquette varies with setting, from dungeon party to 
boardroom, and how the rules apply and vary. How do you 
properly introduce your multiple partners, and their partners? 
Do you hug when introduced? What do you do when your 
straight co-workers ask you what you did over the weekend? 


In “Define Yourself, Not Others”, Campbell tackles the use 
and application of labels and terms of address, with the over- 
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welming caveat that people should be addressed in the terms 
they prefer, and you should respect their preferences (and make 
your own preferences clearly available for their use). How do 
you handle “fag-dyke sex” and its frequent community back- 
lash? What's with all the lesbian potlucks? What's the differ- 
ence between intersexed and transsexual? Between pansexual 
and omnisexual? What’s the correct term — partner, boy/girl- 
friend, lover, SO, spouse? 


In “Do Not Confuse the Public With the Private”, the author 
wittily and usefully deals with the agonizing problems of Too 
Much Information Syndrome and respect for privacy {yours 
and that of others), from outing and unwanted gossip to deal- 
ing with exes. In response to a question about how to treat a 
partner of your partner whom you happen to dislike, 
Campbell suggests treating them cordially and adding an air 
of great personal satisfaction and happiness — “Nothing 
= drives people mad faster than the belief that 
someone else is really, truly happy.” There's 
also a lovely, useful table of euphemistic 
titles for sex industry workers to use in the 
straight world — “on-site consultant”, “per- 
sonal trainer”, “special events coordinator”, 
et cetera. And there’s a long section on deal- 
| ing with persons whose therapy is infringing 
upon your personal comfort, plus a transla- 
tion table from “therapy-speak” back into 
English for those readers who are sick of 
persons who “have issues around their stuff”. 


The Bride also handles those people you've 
| always wanted to slap with an etiquette book. 

| Overbearing would-be tops who think their 
macho/a manners will instantly transform 
you into their slave? Queers who openly boy- 
cott their friends’ weddings, too insulted by 
“het privilege” to wish them happiness? Rude clients of sex 
workers? All put in their place. Campbell issues reminders of 
What No Polite Person Discusses in Public, and profters rec- 
ommendations for dealing with bigots, jerks, and other oftend- 
ing persons without stooping to their level. 


Campbell covers pregnancies and new babies, weddings and 
commitment ceremonies, and deaths and funerals with equal 
usefulness to host, guest, and persons-of-honor. While by no 
means a complete guide to the alternative wedding (which 
other books have attempted to take on), it's a good general 
overview, which I intend to keep handy for impending non- 
traditional weddings in my family. 


While the chapter titles do not make it immediately obvious 
where to find advice on a specific topic, the index is fairly com- 
plete. Most important, not only is the book cheering and use- 
ful to us altsexers, but much of its advice will be useful to our 
family, co-workers, and friends as well. And it's fun to read; 
I kept reading bits aloud to my household, and whenever I set 
it down, invariably someone else picked it up. 
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TO BE A MAN: BOYS DON’T CRY 
THE STORY OF BRANDON TEENA 
Directed by Kimberly Peirce | 


Reviewed by David Steinberg 


At face value, Kimberly Peirce’s brilliant film, Boys Don's Cry, is 
the true story of Brandon Te ena, born Teena Brandon, who cre- 
ated a male identity for himself and was accepted and appreciat- 
ed as male by the people around him in a small Nebraska town, 
only to be horribly raped and murdered when his biological sex 
was eventually discovered. The year was 1993, Brandon was 21. 


It's the kind of stranger-than-fiction story that could motivate 


any number of really bad movies, movies that could deliver emo- 
tional impact in any number of simpie, obvious, and ultimately 


cheapening ways. How easy it would be to exploit the titillating, 


attraction/repulsion dynamic we so easily feel for anyone we sec 


as “other,” anyone we define as radically different from ourselves... | 
(See strange Brandon. See Brandon run. Run, Brandon, nin.) | 
Or to manipulate the upset and anger most people feel for any-_ 


certainly nothing in a world of lim ited : 


scope and vision that has no room jor 
individuality, that scrapes the souls of 
its people down to narrowly defined, 
bruised shadows of what they might 


otherwise be 
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one who challenges our either/or, male/female notion of gender, 
(Look at Teena trying to be a boy. "Why doesn’t she get it that 
she’s really a girl? What do you expect if you act like that?) Or, 
from a different angle, to tum Brandon's story into a complacent 
fable of good and evil easily identified and distinguished, of cow- 
boys in white and black hats, of the punity of innocence vilely 
deflowered by a big, ugly place full of bad people just waiting out 
there to hurt the rest of us. : 


Happily, Boys Don's ‘Cry rejects any such one-dimensional 
premises and easy answers, refuses to demean the power and 
impact of what happened to Brandon Teena by turning his story 
into either a freak show or a sob story: Instead, it offers us the 
opportunity to identify with Brandon rather than distance our- 
selves from him, to see complexity in both Brandon and his tor- 
mentors rather than just simplify and judge them, to see the 


connections between us and them rather than dismiss them as if 
they had no relation to us. It also invites us to think of Brandon's 
tragedy as something more significant than a random, deranged 
act of good boys gone bad — something that goes beyond even 
the issues of gender transformation and the potential for vio- 
lence that lurks barely beneath the surface of small town, work- 
ing class, America. 


In Boys Don't Cry, nothing is simple, certainly nothing in a world 
of limited scope and vision that has no room for individuality, 
that scrapes the souls of its pecple down to narrowly defined, 
bruised shadows of what they might otherwise be. The film’s 
multiple and conflicting emotional planes are sustained by the 
brilliant performances of Hilary Swank as Brandon, Chloé 
Sevigny as:Lana (the girl Brandon fails madly in love with), 
Peter Sarsgaard as John (Lana’s other, occasionally psychotic, 


7 on-and-off boyfriend, eventually one of Brandon’s rapists and 


murderers),-and Jeanetta Arnette as Lana’s loving but totally 
overwhelmed mother. 


“Scene after scene takes place on several emotional levels at once, 


with love, hate, confusion, courage, yearning, hopelessness, 
strength, and desperation all thrown into the mix. We see a rich 


| collage of conflicting emotion sweep over Brandon's face as he 
- struggles to tell police the story of his rape in all the excruciating 


detail they demand. Lana shows us a similarly complex mix of 
feelings when she and Brandon are making love and she tries to 
reconcile the body she discovers with who she understands 
Brandon to be. In the space of a few seconds, we watch her go 
through surprise, aversion, and confusion before arriving at a 
fundamental acceptance, affirming the core of who she knows 
Brandon to be over the less sigtuficant details of his anatomy, 


Even the villains in this story are complex, with John paradoxi- 
cally attached by his affection for Brandon, even after he comes 
to despise and rape him. “éire you okay?” he strangely asks 
Brandon after the rape, his rage slaked for the moment, as he, 
Brandon, and Tom sit together, trying to make sense out of 
what has just happened. (“Yeah, I'm okay,” Brandon lis, 
reassembling his tattered male pride with eerie dissociation, as if 
his assault has nothing to do with the man sitting next to him, 
as if the two of them were still buddies.) 


If Boys Don’t Cry did nothing more than tell the story of 
Brandon Teena respectfully, did nothing more than further 
awareness and understanding of transgender people, it would be 


a@ major accomplishment. But Boys Don’t Cry is more than just . 


the story.of Brandon Teena, more than just a story about what 
it means to violate society's rigid rules about genderidentifica- 
tion, For director and writer Peirce, the real tragedy of Brandon 
Teena’s humiliation and death is not that two crazed, small- 
town losers went off their nut about ‘a gender-creative person 
they were unable to understand. Rather, ‘as its title suggests, 
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Boys Don’t Cry lays the horror of Brandon's story at the feet of 
an emotion-denying, humanity-denying, truth-denying defini- 
tion of masculinity that saps the life out of all of us — women as 
well as men — every day of our lives. 


Brandon wants to be a real man more than anything. He gets 
into a fight at a bar defending a girl he has just met from the 
insulting come-ons of a guy twice his size. He risks his life and 
the lives of the others in his car dragging down a two-lane coun- 
try road, on-coming traffic be damned. He plays the local game 
of trying to stand upright on the bed of a veering pickup truck 
(an automated version of rodeo steer riding?) because “that's 
what guys around here do.” He drinks beer with the best of 
them. He is 21, going on 14, trying on the postures and gestures 
of being a man for the first time to see what fits, exulting every 
time he plays a role successfully. 


Call it macho — that exaggerated, heavily codified notion of 
masculinity that boys measure themselves against as they become 
men, It’s the overwhelming need to be acknowledged as a real 
man, to be received as one of the boys, as a member of the lodge. 
It pushes men to do things that they would otherwise avoid like 
the plague, things like working dangerous jobs at low pay, or 
going off to die in wars of dubious purpose. Anything not to be 
considered soft, a sissy, a pussy, a woman. As a gender code, it’s 
a direct route to the respect of other men and to the amorous 
attention of women, but it costs lumberjacks their limbs, football 
players their health, and thousands of soldiers their lives. 


Whatever it is, Brandon's got it bad. He wears the bruises and 
scars of each of his rites of passage with pride because each rep- 
resents a moment of self-definition, a victory on the path to his 
celf-realization as a man. He endangers himself intentionally, 
even joyously, again and again, because his notion of what it 
means to be a real man gives him no other choice. Eventually, he 
dies because his killers’ notion of what it means to be real men 
gives then no choice either, no choice but to destroy him. 


The one way that Brandon steps out of the designated male role 
is in how he relates to women. Unlike the other guys in Falls 
City, Brandon truly likes women. He wants to celebrate Lana, 
not subjugate her. He woos her with adoration rather than 
abuse, with tenderness and personal courage rather than power 
posturing. His affection and undiluted humanity are novel and 
compelling in the world of Falls City, Nebraska. As a result, 
Lana and Candace come alive in Brandon’s presence in a way 
that is otherwise impossible for them. They have an affection for 
him that their other boyfriends will never see. John, as percep- 
tive as he is violent, catches it right away — the special twinkle 
in Lana’s eyes and voice when she speaks of Brandon. He's the 
first to realize they are being sexual. And, although he subiimates 
his jealousy into a kind of buddy sharing with Brandon, that is 
the moment when his relationship with Brandon begins to sour 
and, ultimately, disintegrate. 


The Brandon Teena portrayed by director Peirce and a luminous 
Hilary Swank is as seductively attractive to us as he was to the 
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girls in his real life. Sure, Brandon's a liar and a thief, but just 
about everyone in this movie lies —- not because they are people 
of poor moral character, but because, in this world, the conse- 
quence of telling the truth to unsympathetic ears is just untenable. 
Unlike the more conventional liars and thieves around him, how- 
ever, there is an underlying truthfulness to Brandon that calls us 
to like him, draws us to him, makes us sympathetic to his dilem- 
ma even though we can see that he is headed for deep trouble. 


Brandon’s infectious charm, beautifully expressed in Hilary 
Swank’s adolescent gestures and winning smiles, derives from 
his unprotectedness, from his emotional transparency, from his 
adventurous, blindly optimistic determination to live life to the 
hilt. Presenting himself as a genetic man, he is something of an 
illusion, to be sure. But there is something unmistakably 
genuine about Brandon, illusion notwithstanding, and that 
fundamental honesty eclipses the lesser significance of literally 
telling the truth. There is, after all, more to being truthful than 
simply not telling lies. 


There 1s, after all, more to being 
truthful than simply not telling hes. 


Brandon embodies this deeper truthfulness in many ways. Most 
essentially, there is the basic way in which Brandon is being true 
to himself by daring to present himself to the world as male, the 
way he remains true to who he knows himself to be despite the 
inevitable consequences of such a basic social transgression. 
Brandon is willing to endure the danger of discovery, potential 
violence, and ultimately even death, in order to establish for 
himself a basic sense of personal integrity and authenticity. 
Beyond this, there is the emotional honesty with which Brandon 
relates to the people around him, even as he deceives them about 
his sex and about his elaborately fabricated personal history. We 
see it in the straightforward way he expresses his love for Lana, 
in the unhesitant way he defends Lana’s friend Candace from 
insult, in the way he even challenges John when he feels John has 
blamed him unfairly. 


The truth to which Brandon is faithful is larger than whether or 
not he makes up stories to impress the girls, whether he lies to 
stay out of jail, or whether he has a vagina instead of a penis. It 
is the truth of emotional reality emotionally expressed, the truth 
of being caring and appreciative of the people around him, the 
truth of being spontaneously and vigorously alive. It is Brandon's 
romantically heroic belief that the truth will make him free that 
is both his gift and his curse, both his undoing and the reason we 
walk away from this film feeling so affectionate toward him. 
Brandon's unflagging belief in truth, his unquenchable desire to 
forge a life in which emotional validity triumphs over fear and 
misunderstanding, speaks to something we all carry inside us. In 
the end, Brandon’s yearnings, and the personal core to which he 
ultimately returns for meaning in a confusing and confused 
world, are very much like our own. 
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Pornucopia 
Reviews by Charles Anders and Linda Howard 


Every month, more and more queer erotica collections appear 
on the shelves and in our review boxes. We obviously can’t 
review them all, but here are synopses for some of the ones 
that caught our fancy. 


FETISH FANTASTIC: TALES OF POWER AND 


LusT FROM FUTURISTIC TO SURREAL 
Edited by Cecilia Tan 
Circlet Press: $14.95 


Cecilia Tan never fails to deliver 
an anthology of hot erotica, and | 
Fetish Fantastic 1s no exception. © 
With an admitted bias toward 
BDSM, Fetish Fantastic explores | 
an entire regime of alternate 
realities and virtual worlds. Of 
particular interest is Gary 
Bowen's “Cyber Knight,” one of 
the best virtual reality sex stories 
I've read in a field overly clogged | 





with mediocre fiction, Also of ™™ 
note is “Jane,” Lauren J. Burka’s tale of an oppressive society 
whose attempts to forcibly rehabilitate its undesirables has 
resulted in an overtly sexualized regime of repression. For 
those whose kinks run to leather and chrome, this book ts a 
definite keeper. 


THe Oy oF SEx: 
Jewish WoMEN 
Write EROTICA 
Edited by Marcy Sheiner 
Cleis Press: $14.95 


In The Oy of Sex, editor Marcy 
Sheiner gathers together a stellar 





anthology on a topic not yet cov- 
ered. This anthology is a great 
window into the sexuality and sensuality of the Jewish tradi- 
tions, steamy enough to fog up your bedroom windows yet 
also interesting from an anthropological perspective. Goyim 
readers may need a Jewish friend to help explain some of the 
jokes and references, however. 
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cast of erotic authors to present | 
the unexpected — an erotica — 





NEPTUNE & SURF AND 
OTHER STORIES 

By Marilyn Jaye Lewis 
Masquerade: $12.95 


In Neptune & Surf, Lewis presents 
three novellas that are startlingly 
different in their topic and scope, 
ranging from interracial relationships 
to polyamorous, lesbian nuns to 
gang-raping, bisexual gangsters. But 
beware! You may find yourself so intrigued by her characters and 
plot development that you may forget to masturbate — at least, 
the first time around. 


Hot OFF THE NET 
Edited by Russ Kick 


Black Books: $14.00 

Russ Kick has delved into the psychic compost of Internet porn 
writing, where the forlorn fantasies of thousands of nerds and 
demi-nerds decompose, under a bacterial hail of bad writing and 
worse storytelling, into erotic mulch. Kick has sifted out startling- 
ly fresh writing and genuinely new ideas. Not all of his more 
adventurous finds may be to the taste of readers who prefer con- 
ventional writing, but the book has a wide enough range of mate- 
rial to appeal to smut-lovers everywhere. Hot Off The Net doesn't 
just prove the Internet can harbor great sex writing, it shows 
there's plenty of room left for experimentation in porn, whatever 
the medium. It's a challenge to smut-crafters everywhere. 


Too BEAUTIFUL 
By Mark Pritchard 
Masquerade: $7.95 


Too Beautiful is a very hot, very literate | 4)\WPp 
collection of bi erotica from Mark | #ais9 
Pritchard, Continuing the high standards |™mcg 
he set with his magazine Frighten the ( ak ae 
Horses, Pritchard delivers a captivating | 
bouquet of bisexual erotic fiction. 
Designed to stimulate the intellect as 
much as the genitalia, Pritchard's stories 
range from simple pick-ups in queer bars to poignant liaisons in a 
whorehouse to furtive sex between fugitives in a seedy underworld 
of drugs and guns. With Too Beautiful, Pritchard captures the 
multiple personalities of queer San Francisco in the 1990s as he 
has known and experienced them. City residents will recognize it 
intimately; and strangers to San Francisco will finish the book with 
a taste of the City on their lips and a breath of it in their lungs. 
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California, Iowa Enact Landmark 
Measures for Queer Rights 


California Gov. Gray Davis has signed three measures extending 
equal rights to BGLT people. AB 26 will allow same-sex couples 
and unmarried opposite-sex couples who are at least 62 years old to 
register as domestic partners with the Secretary of State’s office. 
Domestic partners will have hospital visitation rights, and state and 
local government employers who contract with the Public 
Employees Retirement System will be allowed to offer health bene- 
fits to domestic partners of employees. 


AB 537 will outlaw harassment or discrimination against bisexual, 
gay or lesbian students in public schools, and is consistent with the 
current “hate crimes” statute. And AB 1001 strengthens existing 
laws against sexual orientation discrimination in employment and 
housing and moves them to the apropriate place in the books. 


In fact, California led all 50 states in the passage of pro-BGLT mea- 
sures in 1999, a report by the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
said. But the bad news was that Missouri remains the only state to 
pass a strong anti-hate crimes law including sexual orientation and 
gender identity. And only Nevada has passed a civil rights law 
covering BGLT people. 


The NGLTF cited the overturning of bans on same-sex couples 
adopting children in California, Missouri, Nevada and New 
Hampshire. 1999 was the first year state bills favorable to BGLT 
people outweighed unfavorable bills, 309 friendly bills to 232 hostile 
ones, 


Another NGLTF study said 65.2 million Americans now live under 
state laws barring sexual orientation discrimination, up from 11.9 
million Americans in 1990, 


But a paltry three counties, 20 cities and one state (Minnesota) pro- 
hibited discrimination based on gender identity in private employ- 
ers. By contrast, 100 cities and 18 counties prohibited private 
employers from discriminating based on sexual orientation. And the 
average size of a city banning sexual orientation discrimination in 
the workplace dropped from 362,696 in the 1970s to 225,541 today. 


Mow: Iowa Gov. Tom Vilsack signed an executive order 
banning discrimination in state employment based on “race, 
creed, color, religion, national origin, gender, gender identity, sexu- 
al orientation, age, marital status, or physical or mental disability.” 
BGLT groups hailed the inclusion of transgendered people in the 
lowa ordinance. 


“This is a great first step toward equality for all gay, lesbian, bisexu- 
al and transgendered Iowans,” said Peg Sandeen, spokeswoman for 
the Iowa Coalition for Human Rights. The Iowa Coalition for 





Human Rights and the Gay and Lesbian Caucus of the lowa 
Democratic Party worked with Gov. Vilsack in making the execu- 
tive order a reality. 


Kerry Lobel, executive director of the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force, joined Sandeen in praising the governor's actions. “The 
true test of democracy is how it embraces those who look, act and 
think differently, not just those who are the same,” Lobel said. 
“Governor Vilsack’s visionary move demonstrates what political 
leadership is all about.” 


Voters in Falmouth, ME and Spokane, WA defeated proposals to 
undo civil rights ordinances banning discrimination based on sexual 
orientation in employment, housing, credit, education and public 
accomodations. But in Greeley, CO, voters defeated an initiative 
banning discrimination based on orientation. 


(Source: NGLTF releases) 


TX Court Says Sex Reassignment 
Surgery Does Not Alter Gender 

The Fourth Court of Appeals in San Antonio, TX ruled that 
Christie Lee Littleton remained a man even after a sex-change oper- 


ation. The ruling establishes a legal precedent that a person’s gender 
cannot be changed by sex reassignment surgery. 


The court said Littleton doesn’t have the standing of a spouse in a 
wrongful death lawsuit because her marriage was a same-sex mar- 
riage and therefore invalid under Texas law. 


(Source: GenderPAC) 
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Brandon Teena Civil Suit Won; County Sherriff sieeve amprncshiet 


A judge has fixed part of the blame for the 
slain trans-teen’s death on county sheriffs’ 
actions, but that part is so small that it makes 
the murder seem trivial. 


Murdered transgender person Brandon 
Teena (née Teena Brandon) has become 
almost a houschold name, as the subject of 
the dramatic film Boys Don’t Cry, the docu- 
mentary The Brandon Teena Story, the. 
remarkable BRANDON interactive Internet 
art project, and numerous print and broad- 
cast news reparts, On December 6, Nebraska .. 
District Judge ‘Orville Coady ruled in Falls ©: 
City that:Richardson County-authorities “ 
were 14% responsible for Teena’s wrongful 
death, in 2 lawsuit for which Feena’s mother 
had had to po to the Nebraska Supreme 
Court to win a hearing. 


JoAnn Brandon had sought $359,000, 
charging that then-Richardson County. . 
Sheriff Charles Laux — now ‘County © 
Commissioner —~ had allowed the two men 
who raped Teena on December 25, 1993 to 
remain at large and go on to kill Teenafand © 
his friends Lisa Lambert and Philip: DeVine) 
on December 31, 1993, as well as deliberate- 
ly inflicting emotional distress on ‘Teena 
while interviewing him when he reported: the 
rape. Instead, Coady found there were ‘total 





damages of $96,224.20 (including funeral... 
experises), of which he levied $17,360.97 on S 


Richardson County. Although: neither was | 


named in the lawsuit, Coady found the mure . 


derers John Lotter (now awaiting execution} _ 
and Marvin *Tom” Nissen (now serving 2 life © 
sentence) to be 85% responsible and liable for. 
the rest-—-less the 19% Coady determined ° 
Teena was responsible for his own death. 
Teena’ $ mother i is a ube tO. sepa the award, 


silat Fe RS, aR SEE aE ag Eee, 


issue #21:2000°°” 


Herald” described 


cet 


“sooner, ‘but: ruled: that ® - 
“the County should have 
_-made some effort to’ 


which her attorney (who throughout the 
three-day trial in September referred to 
Teena as “she” and “the girl”) charged trivial- 
ized Teena’s life and death. 


National Gay and Lesbian Task Force polit- 
ical director Rebecca Isaacs told the Omaha 
World Herald that, “To say that the county 1s 
negligent but that Brandon’s life was worth 


_almost nothing is a damaging ruling.’ 


Coady did not find that Laux had intention- 
ally inflicted emotional distress on Teena 
_ when he reported the rape, but did order the 
former sheriff to “apologize to Tcena's fami- 
ly, her friends and to his community” for 
referring to Teena as an “it.” An investigator 
had testified that Laux was “intimidating and 


abusive,” an expert witness for Teena’s estate 
had described Laux’ approach {as recorded in 
an audiotape of the interview) as serving “to 


_pour vinegar” in the rape victim's “open cmo- 


tional sores,” and the “Omaha World- 
it as “forceful and 
sometimes bullying and crude” — but Laux’ 
_ attorney had ¢ defended his manner as prepar- 
ing Tecna to serve as a trial witness against a 


_ hostile defense TORE 


Coady rejected the 
¢laim that arrests 
should have been made - 


_provide for © Teena’s -: 
safety, by - providing” 
either - protective | cus- 
~“tody” or transportation ° 
to his farnily i in Lincoln. ° 
Tom ibringy * Chief q 
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Deputy Sheriff in 1993, had wanted to arrest 
both killers on December 28, based on physi- 
cal evidence at the scene as well as Teena’s 
report, but Laux stopped him. Coady agreed 
with Laux that the then-sheriff could not have 
anticipated the slayings, and wrote that he and 
his colleagues “did not violate their duty by 
reason that they failed to timely arrest Nissen 
and Lotter. The length of the investigation was 
not unreasonable..Law enforcement. officials 
cannot guarantee custody.” 


When the Nebraska Supreme Court granted 


Teena’s estate standing to sue, after the case 


had -twice been thrown out of Jower 


courts, Judge Nick Caporale wrote, 
"Notwithstanding his knowledge of the 
threat to the victim’s life, Laux informed the 


perpetrators of the victim’s complaint. 


It seems to me that the moment the 
perpetrators were made so aware, Laux 
acquired a duty to protect-the victim. If the 
allegations are proved, by talking with the 


perpetrators but not arresting them, Laux 


laid an essential link in the chain that led to 


the victim’ 5 s death.” 





( Source: Planet Out) | 
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Ultra-Conservative British MP Back On Top Despite Same-Sex Affairs 


It's OK to have had same-sex experiences in 
your youth — as Tong as you make homo- 
phobic comments today. 


Or eo the British Conservative Party seems 
to think, Former Defense Minister Michael 
Portillo, who has admitted to affairs with 
men in his youth, was returned to power in 
a Nov. 25 special election to a safe 
Conservative seat in Kensington and 
Chelsea. Then Portillo was named Shadow 
Chancellor, cementing his front-runner sta- 
tus to be the next head of the Conservative 


party. 


Portillo, who lost his seat in the Tories’ land- 
slide 1997 defeat, had agitated strongly 
against pro-BGLT civil rights measures 
while in office. And he insists he still oppos- 
es measures such as BGLT participation in 
the armed forces today, based on the “nation- 
al interest.” 


But Portillo admitted last September that 
he'd hed affairs with men while a student at 
Cambridge University. Queer activists have 


/ —o te Ae a > eee 
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picketed Portillo's press conferences since his 
return to favor, but Portillo insists “I have 
nothing to fear from these people. Nobody in 
Britain should have anything to fear by 
telling the truth.” 


But allegations continued to come up that 
Portillo wasn’t telling the truth at all, A for- 
met lover, Nigel Hart, said in interviews that 
Portilio’s former affairs were more extensive 
than the Shadow Chancellor was admitting, 
and that Portillo had been actively bisexual 
for years after his student days, until he was 
engaged to Carolyn Eadie in 1981. 


Hart said he met Portillo at a gay party. 
“There was a lot of flirting. The men were 
calling Michael ‘Polly.’ I felt he had other 
homosexual affairs. He wasn't experrenced 
but he wasn’t nervous. Sex was fun, but it was 
nothing remarkable.” 


Hart and Portillo stayed friends until 1994, 
when Hart rebuked Portillo for voting 
against lowering the age of consent for same- 
sex encounters. 


Planning on being in the Bay Area for Pride 2000? 


This year, not only is Anything That Moves hosting a booth, we're also organizing a 
parade contingent — and we'd love to have you march with us! Our contingent is open 
to members and supports of the bisexual, transsexual, pansexual, queer and questioning 
community (and that means you/). For more information, leave a message for 
AIM Events Coordinators Kathryn Page and Jace Mills at (415) 626-5069, email them 
at events@anythingthatmoves.com, or simply keep an eye for updates about the parade 
contingent on our Web page, www.anythingthatmoves.com. 


Pride 2000: It's About Freedom 


| So come celebrate your freedom to be who you are | 


One good thing to come out of Portillo's 
comeback: seven out of ten Brits say they'd 
vote for a prime minister who'd had same-sex 
experiences in the past, while six out of ten 
say they'd vote for an openly gay prime 
minister. 


Meanwhile, the House of Lords struck down 
an attempt by the Labor government to 
revoke Section 28 of the 1988 Local 
Government Act, which bans local govern- 
ments promoting homosexuality. 


Advocates of reform say the law prevents 
teachers from putting a stop to homophobic 


bullying in schools. 


Conservative leader William Hague said the 
“vast majority of parents up and down the 
land will be heaving a great sigh of relief” at 
this development. 


(Source: The Guardian, Datalounge) 








= with the staff of Anything That Moves! 
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National Medical Group Focuses On Bi African-American Males and AIDS 


Doctors need to pay more attention to health issues involving bisex~ 
ual men in the African-American comrounity and their female part- 


ners, according to the National Medical Association (NMA), a. 


icading group of African-American, doctors. | 


So the NMA held a marathon symposium : at its fall annual meeting 
that mostly dealt with Aftican-American men and the impact.of 
HIV/AIDS in the community. As of 1999, African-American 
women were the fastest growing segment of the population with 
HIV or AIDS; the NMA’s symposium was the first to draw an 
explicit link between that grim statistic and eeevio pisemdlity 
among African-American men. 


“It's coming up in the community,” said Walter W. Shervington, 
the symposium’s organizer and newly elected president of the 
NMA. African-American and Latina women are becoming infect- 
ed “off the scale,” he said. “Heretofore, we were putting the 
women in the category of being drug abusers or having sex with 
drug abusers.” 


But even Shervington admitted his symposium didn’t really get into 
the question of how to approach bisexual men. “The thrust of this 
was just to begin to talk about it,” he said. The symposium was 
attended by about 75 physicians. 


One conference participant, William Wedin, Ph.D., said he tried to 
dispel biphobia among physicians as a means of making bi men 
more comfortable identifying themselves“in the doctos’s office. 
Wedin, the executive director of the Bisexual-Information and 


Counseling Service in New York, NY, gave a talk called “New. 


Approaches to HIV Prevention with ‘Invisible’ Bisexuals and oo 
Families: It Starts i in the Waiting Room.” 


Aceoyaiag to Wedin, behavioral bivexuany is: more prealeae 


among African American men than Caucasians, Often, he said, a 
man may go to his doctor's office and mention to, the nurse that he 
has had unprotected anal sex. The man may get tested for HIV, but 
if he happens to ask the nurse if his female partner should get test- 


ed too, he may receive a really negative response, That may discour- 
age him from coming back for his test results and counseling, | 


ieaving the nurse with the renewed i impression that bisexual men 
are eats, | : 
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Shervington oa the sonfetener in no ) way vefels to anaes Nee 


ual men by pinpointing them as a cause of infection ; among women. 


“We've long ago gotten away from cemOniAGe gay men” in relation 
to AIDS, he pointed out. : 


Both Wedin and Shervington drew a link between waa ba bisex- 


-uality and incarceration. Shervington said public health | officials 
need to “come together with correctional professionals” to discuss 
the problems of sex in prison. In particular, Wedin said, prisons 


often use finding a condom in a prisoner's cell as a reason for disci- 
plinary action — even if that prison brags about its condom distri- 
bution program to outsiders. 


“Sex goes on in prison, despite what people say,” Shervington said. 
Most men who have sex in prison “don’t see themselves as bisexual 
or homosexual,” he added, so they don't realize they're putting their 
female partners at risk later. Any “single-sex isolated population,” 
including migrant farm workers and the armed forces, “would be of 
concern,” Shervington said. Another problem, according to 
Shervington, is users of non~injected drugs who “do what they have 
to do to score.” 


By Shervington’s own admission, the dialogue that began at the 
NMA's meeting is just beginning. But Wedin hopes it will lead toa 


broadening of the bi movement's agenda away from white middle- 


Class people towards under-served groups including minorities. 


(By Charles Anders) 


laternational Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission 
1360 Mission Street, Suite 200 * San Francisco, CA 94103 USA 
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Ambigious Genitalia 
Lead To Infant’s Death 


In an evolving case in Dallas, Texas, a moth- 
er has been charged with lailing her own 
child on Dec. 8, 1999, simply because the 
child was born with ambigious genitalia. 
The baby was three days old, and died of 
blunt force trauma to the head as well as 


strangulation. 


Investigators were initally told that a stranger 
entered the apartment, grabbed the newborn 
from a couch and threw him outside while 
the father, Gangaudaya Kavali, was at the 
store and the mother, Aruna Kavil, was in 
the bathroom. 


Dallas police have concluded that this was 
not the case, noting that their investigation 
has shown that the newborn was dead only 
three hours after his parents brought him 
home from the hospital. Further, physical 
evidence did not support the couple's 
account. 


Investigators from Child Protective Services, 
who have custody of the parents’ two~year- 
old daughter, have indicated that she appears 
to have knowledge of her sibling's death. 


Mr. Kavali has not been charged, 
(By Gwendolyn Ann Smith) 





McKinney Found Guilty 
of Shepard Murder 


A jury found Aaron McKinney guilty of 
felony murder, second-degree murder, 
aggravated robbery and kidnapping in the 
beating death of Matthew Shepard. 
Deliberation only took 10 hours. The defense 
portion of the trial was cut short when District 
Court Judge Barton Voigt barred McKinney's 
attorneys from presenting a “gay panic” 
defense, variations of which are prohibited 
under Wyoming state law. McKinney's coun- 
sel had no choice but to rest. 


McKinney was sentenced to two consecutive 
life sentences. His conviction made him eli- 
gible for the death penalty, but he received 
life in prison in a deal with prosecutors, after 
Shepard's parents agreed to it, according to 
the Associated Press, 


“T really don’t know what to say other than 
that I'm truly sorry to the entire Shepard 


family,” AP quoted McKinney as teiling the 
court. “Never will a day go by I won't be 
ashamed for what I have done.” 


(Source: Datalounge, 
AIRC, Associated Press) 





Republicans Kill Hate 
Crimes Bill 


The Hate Crimes Prevention Act was 
removed from the Commerce, State and 
Justice appropriations bill at the behest of the 
Republican leadership in Congress. The 
HCPA had passed the Senate in July as part 
of that appropriations bill, but was left out of 
the House version and removed from the 
compromise bill created in a2 House-Senate 
conference. 


The HCPA would expand current federal 
hate crimes protection, which covers race, 
religion, color and national origin, to include 
gender, sexual orientation and disability. 


According to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s Uniform Crime Reports for 
1998, hate crimes based on sexual ortentation 
increased 12,5 percent from 1997 to 1998. 
Such crimes have nearly tripled since 1991, 
to account for 16 percent of all hate crimes in 
1998. A February 1999 Gallup poll showed 
70 percent of Americans favor tougher hate 
crime laws. 


Meanwhile, BGLT groups hailed the 
House's vote to expand Medicare and 
Medicaid so that people living with disabili- 
tres could return to work without losing 
health coverage. This will benefit people liv- 
ing with HIV and AIDS by allowing them to 
contribute their skills and talents without 
falling victim to a “Catch-22” situation, 
groups said. 


(Source: NGLTF and HRC releases) 





Vermont Moves Forwards, 
Hawai’i Backwards Over 
Same-Sex Marriage 


The Vermont Supreme Court ruled that the 
State must provide the benefits of marriage to 
same-sex couples, a major breakthrough for 
BGLT families. The ruling requires the state 


to give same-sex couples the same benefits 


and protections it gives married couples, but 
doesn’t actually allow them to marry. 


Vermont was also the first state to offer 
domestic partner benefits to state workers, 
one of the first states to recognize second- 
parent adoptions and one of the first states to 
ban discrimination based on sexual orienta- 
tion. But the state’s governor is already under 
pressure from right wing groups including 
tadio host Dr. Laura Schlessinger to undo 
the court’s action. | 


But the Denver Post reported the Colorado 
Legislature had passed a Republican-spon- 
sored ban on same-sex marriage in the state, 
with the House of Representatives following 
the state Senate's lead. A spokesman for 
Gov. Bilt Owens said the governor planned 
to sign the bill. And Utah’s Senate voted to 
ban adoption by unmarried couples, includ- 
ing BGLT couples. 


Meanwhile, Canada’s parliament overwhelm- 
ingly approved the first of many votes on a bill 
to give same-sex couples in Canada the same 
benefits as common-law spouses. The bill 
passed 161 to 60 on its second reading, and 
now must pass through the Commons justice 
committee, where Reform Party members will 
try to add a “standard definition of Marriage.” 


Meanwhile, Hawai'i took a big step back- 
wards as its Supreme Court ruled that the 
state's recently enacted constitutional amend- 
ment allowing the Legislature to limit mar- 
Mage to opposite-sex couples renders moot 
the long-running litigation secking to grant 
state recognition of same-sex marriages. At 
the same time, the Court acknowledged the 
Hawai’ constitution prohibits discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation. 


The amendment, passed in November 1998 
by a 2-1 margin, was placed on the ballot by 
the state legislature to undermine the case for 
same-sex marnage being heard by the state’s 
Supreme Court. The primary group that 
supported the amendment, Save Traditional 
Marriage, received a $600,000 contribution 
from the Mormon Church in the closing 
weeks of the campaign to supplement the 
$850,000 they had already spent. 


They were assisted by two additional media 
campaigns supporting the amendment, One, 
sponsored by James Dobson’s Focus on the 
Family, asserted that a yes vote was for “tra- 
ditional marriage,” and a no vote was for 
“homosexual marriage.” The other campaign, 
sponsored by a group called Pro-Family 
Hewai’i, emerged in the last 10 days of the 
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campaign and portrayed same-sex marriage 
as a threat to Hawail'i’s tourism industry. 


Their ads claimed that Hawai'i would — 


become the “homosexual honeymoon capital 
of the world,” 
Japanese and mainland tourists, on inchs the 
economy is dependent, from the state. 


(Source: NGLTP and HRC releases) 





Bi Activism Conference 
Planned for April in. DC 
Washington, DC activist group Bisexual 


Insurgence will host Bi2K, a one-day confer- 
ence on bisexual activism at the local level. 





Editor Robyn Ochs and Boston's Bisexual 
Resource Center are thrilled and proud to 
present the 3rd edition of the. Blsexual 
Resource Guide. Two years In the making, 
the guide has expanded to more than 300 


pages, with 2100+ listings from 49 coun- a : “ re A 


tries; EVery kind 


bisexual and bl-Inclusive organization In 
the world is included: political groups, 
social gatherings, youth groups, bi peo- 


and drive” ‘heterosexual 


Planned for Saturday, April 29 to coincide 


~ With the Millennium March on ‘Washington, 


‘the conference is expected to attract both 


marchers and people who hadn't pare on 


| Stenting the. march. 


The sonifecelite will: start at 10:30 sey a alk. 


nary panel featuring bisexual activists Robyn 
Ochs, editor of the Bisexual Resource Guide, 
and Deb Kolodny of BiNet USA, among 
others. After lunch, hands-on workshops will 
be offered. In the evening, Bi Insurgence 
will host a party for bisexuals and friends. 
Bi Insurgence is offering a special low $25 
registration fee until March 5th. 


For more information, sec their Web site, 
www. bisexualinsurgence.org/bi2k. 
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¢ An expanded BI- Bibliography, with guide. to: non-fiction 
referenced by subject - perfect for. researchers, students 
° Updated and expanded Bi Film Guide ... 


« Bl resources on the Internet 


* New articles Including "Finding Bisexuality. in Fiction,” “How to Start 
a Support Group,” “What Do We know Apout our dl 


and: much more. 


. — of new photos — you re probably in one of tert 





Exxon Denies. Powiestie 
Partner Benefits After 
Merge | With Mobil - 


A statement by: ar cnpeth ae Mobil 
Corp. to.deny domestic’ parmer bencfits to 
newly hired’ employees should .serve as a 
wake-up call ‘to every consumer and. every 
worker concerned ‘about workplace: equity, 
the National. Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
said. Exxon Mobit officials said the company 
would only extend domestic parmer benefits 
to both same-sex and opposite-sex former 
Mobil employees who were receiving bene- 
fits before the two companies merged. 
Workers who were with Exxon before the 
merger will continue to be ineligible to 
receive the benefits, as will newly hired 


workers by Exxon Mobil. 


The NGLTF said this decision went against 
the concept of “equal work for equal pay,” 
since benefits comprise as much as 40% of a 
worker's salary. Exxon-Mobii's decision 
would hurt the company by turning away 
equality-minded consumers and potential 
employees. 


Meanwhile, a report released. by the NGLTF's 
Policy Institute says most Americans support 
ray rights. In recent polls, 70% of Americans 
support the right of gays and lesbians to serve 
in the military, up from 55% in 1992. Half of 
Republican voters support anti-discrimination 
laws for same-sex couples, despite their own 
party's opposition to them. So do 74% of 
Democrats and 65% of Independents, accord- 
ing to the report by Columbia University polit- 
ical scientist Alan Yang. 


(Source: NGLTF release) 





Bi Columnist Joins 
PlanetOut Web Team 


PlanetOut, cyberspace's largest BGLT 
e-community, announced. today. that 
Michael Szymanski — author, activist, zOs- 
sip queen — has joined its staff as columnist. 


The column, 81 Focus, is slated to be a 


monthly look at the media (movies, stage, 
TV, music, and books) from a bisexual per- 
spective, according to PlanetOut, located at 
www.planetout.com. This marks the first 
time a bisexual column has existed on the 
preety prea Web site. : 


6 Source B Pr 


59 


WA hak ped te - Sheena ei, 
eee ne aE ea es 


efit 


1a SL ie is 


URN tye sipgernc eee cea BUSY Ua tas 
1 


ac ae See FEIN Sects boreasctah ake ae eyed Seat gah, vaWe.t whe wee ge eet Ty MR De arta Nan nee ee: 
Win DAR Ee Ee trae Date A i Se 
Doe ee ed 


Be icici, emer | 


Rete 
Hews 


A FeRAM IE Com onal arise tc bbe engi 1 po ana eee en i pe heer a ea aa ie El a 


Decne Dit Do a a ne ey aT WEN ET 
fF oil 1 bE pido (oT ee 1 tii 14 1 


ee RO ee =_a 


Peak ba ca re at oe 


SE Lar ete een 


De ee TL A | Wy spss 
a a : 
* 5 . - . 7 . a . aay % 
- . . : one Dearie ws BBE SHS RANGES ATOR ka a nists REN IN| eee ae a, MOO saath as ais cmmcemn atic: dag Sa Oe OEM AEE aa teS ayes, aunaE Eada oP TT te ay ete og 





WWE 


Supreme Court CONTEMPLATES 
LEGALITY OF NUDE DANCING 


In November, the Supreme Court heard 
a case dealing with the legality of nude 
dancing. At issue was whether dancers 
could be forced to wear pasties and G- 
strings while performing, 


The case stems from a 1998 ruling by the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court that struck 
down an 1994 Erie ordinance banning 
nude dancing, saying that it was consti- 
tutionally protected expressive activity. 
That law made it illegal to appear nude in 
taverns, theaters, and similar establish- 
ments; the law was challenged by the 
owner of the Kandyland strip club and 
supported by two theatrical companies 
that argued that the law would prevent 
them from performing plays that contain 
nudity. 


The Supreme Court last considered nude 
dancing in 1991. In that case, the justices 


ruled that nude dancers could be prose 


cuted under public indecency laws, but 
the court was sharply divided. Erie offi- 
cials argued that the state court's ruling 
contradicted the 1991 decision. 
However, the 1991 ruling applied to 
public nudity in general while the Erie 
ordinance targeted. entertainment 
venues, raising the issue of content-based 
discrimination. 

The American Civil Liberties Union 
weighed in on the case, saying, “The gov- 
emment must ‘point to something more 


Abrams, — said 






than an interest in ‘morality’ to justify a 
burden on the right to freedom of 
expression.” Fourteen state attorneys 
general argued that local and state gov- 
ernments should be empowered to set 
their own laws regarding public indecen- 
cy. The Supreme Court typically renders 


verdicts in June. 


FUROR OVER BROOKLYN MusEUM 
EXHIBIT | | , 


Last September, New York City mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani cut funding for the 
Brooklyn Museum of Art and attempted 
to terminate its lease due to an exhibit 
entitled “Sensation.” 


Among the controversial pieces was a 
portrait. of the Virgin Mary by Chris 
Ofili that included elephant dung, and a 
maggot-intested cow's head. Catholics 
protested the former, while animal rights 
groups protested works featuring dead 
animals; these protesters were countered 
by others who supported the exhibit. 


On September 30, the city filed suit to 
revoke the museum’s lease. The muse- 


with the exhibit, which opened October 
2, and sued the city in federal court to 
prevent the mayor from freezing its 
funding. The museum’s attorney, ‘Floyd 
“Under the First 
Amendment, this museum may not be 
punished for offering to the public an 


entirely lawful exhibition.” The contro- 


‘versy fueled the exhibit’s popularity, with . 
attendees waiting in 90-minute lines to. 
see the show. A New York Datly News 


poll showed that 60% of New. Yorkers 


withdrawal of funding. 4 


by Liz Highleyman 


CHARGES DroppeD iN “GAN DiEGO 
Six”S/M Triab 


On February 1, the San Diego Deputy 
City Attorney announced that the city 
would not further pursue charges against 
six defendants arrested during a vice raid 
on a private 5/M play party in October. 
The defendants were cited for lewd con- 
duct or public nudity. The first defen- 


‘dant, Cricket Watkins, was arraigned on - 


charges of “lewd acts” and offered a plea 
bargain involving a guilty plea, a $500 
fine, and three years probation; she 
declined in favor of a jury trial. . 


Watkins’ trial began January 24. Two 
days later, the jury returned a 12-0 ver- 
dict in Watkins’ favor. Following the 
trial, members of the jury-told the prose- 
cuting and defense attorney that they 
beleved the prosecution's case was weak 
and that the vice raid was.a “waste of 
time.” ‘The trials of the remaining five 
defendants had been scheduled to take 
place in late February, but after the city’s 
loss in the first case, the city attorney 
declined to proceed with the rest of the 


” trials. According to Watkins, “The sys~ 
ums board of trustees voted to. go ahead ~ : we 


tem actually worked this time.” 


Gay Activists MEET witH AOL 


At a meeting on November 9, represen- 
tatives from BGLT groups — including 
the Gay.and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Discrimination (GLAAD), the Human 
Rights Campaign, P-FLAG,. and 


PlanetOut. —. met with In tenet service 
provider: America “Online: (AOL) to. 


discuss issues -of concern to the queer 


| NS OURRTS: _ COMMIT a 
opposed Giuliani's actions. The federal 90 00 Ee as | 
court subsequently blocked the mayors “AOL ‘came ‘under fire in October for 

-_ 3 deleting the member ‘profile of a “pay. 
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member in Texas because it contained 
the words “submissive bottom.” AOL 
officials allegedly told the member that 
his profile violated the company’s terms 
of service. The company says tt does not 
screen profiles, but rather relies on com- 
plaints from other users. AOL oppo- 
nents claim that the company concerns 
itself more with sexually explicit material 
than it does with hate speech. A survey 
by Internet consulting firm Wired 
Strategies revealed more than 80 mem- 
ber profiles that referred to “fags” in 
insulting or threatening terms. 


The November meeting was reportedly 
scheduled months previously and was 
not called to address the censorship 
complaints. AOL angered some gay 
advocates by refusing to provide an agen- 
da or a list of invited participants prior to 
the meeting. Although neither AOL nor 
the participants have been particulariy 
forthcoming about what transpired, 
GLAAD's Joan Garry did said that 
AOL was very responsive to concerns 
raised by her organization and “brought 
the right people to the table.” 


From HATE TO LOVE 


In August, computer hackers trans- 
formed the anti-gay Web site of Pred 
Phelps and his Westboro Baptist Church, 
directing its controversial URL, 
www.godhatesfags.com, to point to 
www.godlovesfags.com, a pro-gay Web 
site. Kris Haight, the owner of 
godlovesfags.com, said he received an 
anonymous cmail advising him to pay 
attention to the InterNIC registration 
information for godhatesfags.com. On 
Aug. 18, Haight was given the opportuni- 
ty to change the registration information 
to transfer ownership of that domain to 
himself the godhatesfags.com address 
was then altered to re-route visitors to the 
godlovesfags.com site. Haight stated that 
he did not know who originated the 
change of ownership. Traffic to the pro- 
gay site increased exponentially after news 
of the transfer hit Internet email lists and 
news sites. Fred’s daughter, Shirley 
Phelps-Roper, minimized the impact of 
the transfer; the site was returned to the 
bigots’ control within a couple of days. 
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No EVOLUTION InN KANSAS 


Last August, the Kansas Board of 
Education voted 6-4 to institute a new 
standard for science curricula for elemen- 
tary and high schools that eliminates 
evolution of new species as a basic prin- 
ciple. Board member Scott Hill said, 
“There's a liberal agenda to build up or 
glorify evolution in our schools.” 
Individual schools can still teach about 
evolution, but knowledge of evolution 
will not be required to pass state tests. 
Opposing school board member William 
Wagnon countered, “In removing an 
important concept like evolution from 
life sciences and biology, (students) are 
going to go essentially crippled.” Others 
predicted that the state's students would 
be handicapped on college entrance 
exams, and the president of the state's six 
public universities said the new standard 
would “set Kansas back a century.” In 
1925, evolution was at issue in Fennessee 
in the “Scopes Monkey Trial,” in which 
the state convicted a teacher of breaking 
a law banning the teaching of evolution. 


New MET PORN RESTRICTIONS 
IMPOSED IN AUSTRALIA 


Last May, the Australian legislature 
passed a law banning sexually explicit and 
violent material on the [nternet; the leg- 
islation went into effect January 1. The 
Online Content Law applies the 
Australian Office of Film and Literature 
Classification’s existing film and book 
ratings to electronic communications. 
The legislation, which will be enforced by 
the Australian Broadcasting Authority, 
requires that Internet service providers 
(ISPs) remove Australian sites containing 
explicit material and provide software to 
block content that originates in other 
countries. The ABA said it would rely on 
complaints about offending material. 


ISP representatives say the rules are tech- 
nologically unworkable. During debate 
over the legislation, Communications, 
Information Technology and Arts 
Minister Richard Alston suggested that 
opponents were “making it easier for 
pedophiles, drug-pushers, racists, and 
criminals to pollute the Internet.” 


Australian gay and lesbian organizations 
oppose the legislation, fearing that it 
could be used to censor sites with queer 


content. 


Rodney Croome of the Australian 
Council for Lesbian and Gay Rights said, 
“Every small-minded and homophobic 
bigot in the country will be able to haul a 
whole range of gay and lesbian organiza~ 
tions before the authonties and force us 
to justify our presence on the Internet.” 
The Australian Computer Society said 
that the law would make Australia “the 
laughingstock of the world.” 


During the first month the law was in 
effect, the ABA received some 30 com- 
plaints and issued four “take-down” 
orders. One of the targeted sites, 
www.teenager.com.au, responded by 
redirecting site visitors to content servers 


in the U.S. 


Liz Highleyman 1 a freelance journalist and 
health educator. She 1 associate edttor of the 
anthology Bisexual Politics: Theories, 
Queries and Visions (Hawerth Press, 1995). 


Online BiCommunity for 


Bisexual and BiCurious. 
Post and you SEE Clothed 
Member Photos! 9 BiForums. 
5 BiChat Rooms. Member 
Editorials. BiActivists. Bi 
Erotica. Special — Sign Up 
for 1 year $70 - get 2™ free! 


The Coffee Club, Inc. 
Toll Free USA (888) 256-2704 
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GET YOURSELF CONNECTED! 


About BABN 


The Bay Area Bisexual Network 
is an alliance of bisexual and bi- 
supportive groups, individuals, 
and resources in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. BABN 
sponsors a speakers’ network of 
bisexuals from diverse back- 
grounds, races, lifestyles, and 
cultures who speak on all topics 
and issues concerning bisexuali- 
ty. Call 415-703-7977, voice 
mail box #1, or write BABN ar 
2261 Market St., #496, San 
Francisco, CA 94114-1600. 


BIS BEYOND THE BAY 


AUSTRALIAN BISEXUAL 
NETWORK: National informa- 
tion, support, advocacy and social 
network for bi men, women, 
partners/families, and bi and bi- 
friendly groups. P.O. Box 490, 
Lutwyche, Brisbane, QLD 4030. 
www.ozematl.com.au/~ausbhinet/ 
index.html 


BINET USA: National bisexual 
network dedicated to visibility, 
resource sharing, and political 
activism toward a multicultural, 
co-gendered, bisexual com- 
munity, Quarterly newsletter, 
conferences. Info: 4201 Wilson 
Blvd., #110-311, Arlington, VA 
22203-19859 USA. 202-986- 
7186. 


BISEXUAL RESOURCE 
CENTER: Projects include The 
Bisexual Archives and the 
Bisexual Resource Office. P.O. 
Box 400639, Cambridge, MA 
02140 USA. 617-424-9595. 


GLASGOW BISEXUAL 
NETWORK: Social support 


and health information for 
bisexuals and their supporters in 
Glasgow, Scotland, UK. 
Volunteers and bifriendly folks 
needed to help run the group. 
Regular social meetings at the 
Gay &Lesbian Centre, 11 
Dixon St., Glasgow. For more 
information, contact: Dominic 
Aveyard, GBN Group 
Coordinator, 127 Glenhead St., 
Park-house, Glasgow, Scotland, 
UK, G22-6DQ. 0141-336-4548 
evenings and weekdays. 


GRUPO TRIANGULO 
ROSA: To help the human 
rights of BGLT people, struggle 
against discrimination, help 
coordinate a Central American 
movement for the rights of sexu- 
al minorities, and prevent HIV. 
Apartado Postal 1619-4050, 
Alajuela, Costa Rica. 506-23- 
2411. 


MOSCOW BI-SEX CLUB: 
Union for people with unortho- 
dox desires. Looking for interna- 
tional contacts, ideas, support. 
P.O. Box N3, Moscow Russia 
123308. 


UNITARIAN UNIVERSAL - 
IST BISEXUAL NETWORK: 
A packet of materials of interest 
to sees including a newslet- 
ter, is available from the 
Unitarian Church by sending 
$10 to UUBN, P.O. Box 10818, 
Portland, ME 04104 USA. 


WAZOBIA: For women who 
love women and men who love 
men however they may self- 
identify, BGLT or questioning 
ye from continental Africa. 
-O. Box 255, New York, NY 
10116 USA. 212-690-3705. 


“Anything That Moves is interested in listing international bisexual 
resources and projects that involve the entire community. To list 
your organization, please send complete contact information to: 


Bi Resources Listings 
Anything That Moves 
2261 Market St. #496 
San Francisco, CA 94114-1600 
info@anythingthatmoves.com 


or browse our Web site: hetp://www.anythingthatmoves.com 


AIM reserves the right to edit all entries for length and style, 
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Okay, that's just the model. Still, 
nobody gives you the 4-1-1 on the 
lesbigaytrans scene like Damron, 


Don't believe us? Check out our 
bodacious online database today 
at WWW.damron.com 


or Call 800-462-6654 for a free 
book list of all our gay-friendly 
travel guides. 


DAMR 


The first name and the last word in gay travel guides for 35 years 
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Anything That Moves beouies ltioied mianuscripts, Shenciche 3 and illustrations. We : are s particularly : 


interested in work by bi-, pan- or similar-sexuals, people of color, transgender~ or transsexual-identified, those who 
are differently abled, and those challenged by AIDS or HIV, as well as material not previously published and/or from 
new or unpublished writers. ao 


WRITERS: 


ATM accepts submissions such as literary, film, theater, and music reviews; fiction; non-fiction commentary and feature articles; and 
news reports on the bisexual community or individuals. | | 


FEATURES & INTERVIEWS: ATM publishes: features relating to any angle of bisexual life — cultural, lifestyle, spiritual, sexual, 
health, relationship, political... you name it: Please, 2,500 words or less. 


FicTION/NON-FICTION: Any fiction content is up for consideration and need not address bisexuality specifically; however, bisexual 
content is given priority. A47M.also provides-space for writers to explore contemporary 15 issues related to bisexuality that are editorial 
in nature —- personal opinions and viewpoints. Please, 2,500 words or less. : 


Reviews: ATM publishes reviews of books, film, music, exhibits, theater, and anything else related to bisexual artists, topics, and/or 
themes as well as subjects of interest to bisexuals. Reviews should not exceed 400 words. Black & white photos or stats of reviewed book 
jackets, or black & white eT a —— to accompany reviews, are greatly a 
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THE FINE PRINT, PART Il; 


gubeuaions must include a SASE. Handwritten, 
illegible, or single-spaced copy will be returned. 
ATM gladly accepts manuscripts on disk only if 

- accompanied by a hard copy, as you know how 
finicky disks-through-the-mail can be. Disk sub- 
missions by disk must be saved in MS Word for 
Macintesh 4.0 through 6.0 format; we cannot 
transiate MS Word 98. 


Notification of acceptance will be made within 6-8 
weeks, although publication dates cannot be piven 
(accepted material is often kept on file and consid- 
ered for each new issue). Accepted material cannot 
be returned. Do not send originals, as ATM will 
not be responsible for them. Rejected material 
retumed only if accommpanted by the correct amount 
of postage. 
Pen names are permitted; however, the author's real 

~ name, address, and phone number must accompa-: 
>: ay the submission. . “y 


THE FINE PRINT, PART I: 


Submissions must be typed, double-spaced, on 
clean white paper and must include the article's 
name and word count on each page. Please include 
the author's name, address, phone number and 
email address, if applicable, ‘on the cover letter and |. 
the last page af the submission. 


PLEASE NOTE: 


All submissions must be accompanied 

by a cover letterthatincludesabricf(GO0 
words or less} biography of the writer: ° 
and a listing of submissions-by tithe. © 
Picase indicate if the contribution has 

heen published or submitted for coo- 
sideration elsewhere. 





Anything That Grooves 
still needs SF Bay Area-based 
volunteers to help throw a 
bi- oe '80s/rock/techno 
as » dance party. 





“a you' ve. got the groove 
‘to help us move, contact 


ATG Coordinator Kat Page 

at (415) 626-5069, or email 

bec Ea com 
_ fort more info. see 


Send all submissions to: daything That Moves: 
Submissions, 2261 Marker St. #496, San 
Francisco, CA 94114-1600. Manuscripts may also 
be emailed 10; asbeteathipta tani COM. 
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CAN’T GET ENOUGH? 


For more Red Hanky Panky, write Rachael House at 7 Old School Buildings, St. Clement’s Yard, Archdale Rd., London, 
SE22 9HP, UK, or email redhankypanky@btinternet.com. Issues of RHP cost $2 plus postage each. 
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Explore the concepts of bisexuality with the help of these 


SAVE 10% ON 1 VOLUME, 15% ON 2 VOLUMES, OR 20% 





Sample copies of journals are available free of charge to libraries and 
faculty with library recommendation authorization. Please send request 
on your institutional letterhead or attach your institutional business card, 


seeps rere mots ree 


eae ihe Mie 


ie 0% ON 1 BOOK, 15% ON 
Queer Kids 4 
The Challenges and Promise for Lesbian, 
Gay, and Bisexual Youth 

Robert E. Owens, Jr., PhD 

“Packed to the hilt with living narratives, scholarly research, 
and problem-solution scenarios” 

—Ourlines 

$24.95 soft, ISBN: 1-56023-929-8. (Outside US/Canada/Mexico: 530.00) _ 


1998. 355 pp. with Index, Features recommended readings, tables, reviews, 
lists of organizations, and Web site/Internet addresses. 


Looking Queer 

Body Image and Identity in Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Gay, and Transgender Communities 

Edited by Dawn Atkins, MA 

“Offers searing, gutsy, and political accounts of lookism in 

and out of queer communities.” 

—Becky Thompson, PhD, Boston, Massachusetts 

$32.95 soft. ISBN: 1-56023-931-X, (Outside US/Canada/Mexico. 540.00) 

1998. 467 pp. with Index, Features interviews, qualitative research, and personal 
accounts. Visit the editor's Web site at htrp://home.earthlink net/ ~ dawn _atkins!/ 


New International Directions in HIV 
Prevention for Gay and Bisexual Men 
Edited by Michael T. Wright, LICSW, 

B. R. Simon Rosser, PhD, MPH, and Onno de Zwart, MA 
“Takes the words of gay and bisexual men seriously by locating 
men’s sexual practice in their love relationships.” 

—Susan Kippax, New South Wales, Australia 

(A monograph published simultaneously as the 

Journal of Psychology & Human Sexuality, Vol. 10, Nos. 3/4.) 


$92 95 soft, ISBN: 1-56023-116-5. (Outside US/Canada/Mexico: 528.00) 
1998. 167 pp. with Index. 


Violence and Social Injustice Against 


Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual People 


Edited by Lacey M. Sloan, PhD, and Nora S. Gustavsson, PhD 
“Exposes the multilevel nature of violence against gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender people.” 

—Dorothy Van Soest, DSW, University of Texas at Austin 

(A monograph published simultaneously as the 

Journal of Gay & Lesbian Social Services, Vol. 6, No 3.) 

$17.95 soft. ISBN: 1-56023-122-X, (Outside US/Canada/Mexico: $22.00) 

1998. 131 pp. with Index. 


Visit your local bookstore or order directly from: 











E-mail: 


: YaceUe aves | 


rtton Park Press * An imprint of The Haworth Press, inc. 


10 Alice Street . Binghamton, NY 13904-1580 « Tel: 1-S00-HAWORTH or 1-800-429-6784 « Fax: 1-800-895-0582 
getinfo@hawerthpressine.com « Web: www. haworthpressinc.com 












Bisexual Characters in Film 


From Anais to Zee 

Wayne M. Bryant 

“Examines the treatment of bisexual film characters and reveals 
how that treatment has been affected by societal forces.” 
—Feminist Bookstore News 


$17.95 soft. ISBN; 1-56023-894-1. (Outside US/Canada/Mextco: $22.00) 
1997, 187 pp. with Index, 


The Bisexual Option 


Second Edition 

Fritz Klein, MD 

“Original research explained in a highly credible and readable text. 
A groundbreaking work in the field of sexology.” 

—Gay Chicago Magazine 

$14.95 soft, ISBN: 1-56023-033-9. (Outside US/Canada/Mexico: $18.00) 

1993, 215 pp. with Index. 


Bisexual Politics 
Theories, Queries, and Visions 
Naomi S. Tucker 

“4 landmark volume chock full of contemporary bisexual thought 
from the bi movement's movers and shakers.” 

—Black Sheets 

$19.95 soft, ISBN: [-56023-869-0. (Outside US/Canada/Mexico; $24.00) 

1995. 358 pp. with Index. 

Bisexualities 

Theory and Research 

Edited by Fritz Klein, MD, and Timothy Wolf, PhD 

(A monograph published simultaneously as the 

Journal of Homosexuality, Vol. 11, Nos, 1/2.) 


$19.95 soft. ISBN: 0-86656-423-3. (Outside US/Canada/Mextco: 524.00) 
1985. 248 pp. with Index. 


Bisexual and Homosexual Identities 

Critical Clinical Issues 

Edited by John P. De Cecco, PhD 

(A monograph published simultaneously as the 

journal of Homosexuality, Vol, 9. No. 4.) 

$9.95 soft. ISBN: 0-9183953-01-9. (Outside L’S/Canada/Mexico: $12.00) 
1985. 102 pp. with Index. 


Bisexual and Homosexual Identities 

Critical Theoretical Issues 

Edited by John P. De Cecco, PhD, and Michael G. Shively, MA 
(A monograph published simultaneously as the 

journal of Homosexuality, Vol. 9, Nos. 2/5.) 

$19.95 hard, ISBN: 0-918393-00-0, (Outside US/Canada/Mexico: $24.00) 
1984, 168 pp. with Index. 
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* Si alguien te degrada 
por ser lo que eres... 


you 0 | t for being _Lesbiana, Homosexual, 


who you are.. eo | a - na, ce hone 
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